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5. (ADIA PURCHASES €5 BRITISH JET LIGHT AIRCRART

New Delnd has snn
4 contract to pu

light airerafi from Britain,

press report from London siates that
London the order calls for 5{ bombers, :
3 Feb 57 trainers, and eight photographic recon-
Prass naigsance aircraft.
I o : ¢
the timing of India’s decigion may have been influenced by
the UN r@%“u i n on Kashmir,
Cosraent India has been negotiating with Britaln'

for over a year over the purchase of
Canberras. Alihough technical considerations were a fac-
tor which held up the signing of the coniract, the chief cause
of the delay apparen ‘Liy wzszs, indecision as to whether or not
to accent a Soviet oifer to provide [L-28 jet lght bombars,
reportedly at half the pf ce of Canberras.

The government’s decigion reflects its un-
willingress to become dependent on Soviet sources of supply
for important types of military eguipment degpite the diff er-
ence in cost,
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