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1. Believe CAP 63560 gives general guidance requested REFTEL.

We have following additional general thoughts which have been discussed
with President. While we do not wish to stimulate coup, we also do not
wish to leave impression that U.S. would thwart a change of govermment
or deny economic and military assistance to a new regime if it appeared
capable of increasing effectiveness of military effort, ensuring popular
support to win war and improving working relations with U.S. We would
like 40 be informed on what is being contemplated but we should avoid
being drawn into reviewing or advising on operational plans or any other
act which might tend to identify U.S. too closely with change in govern=-
ment. We would, however, welcome information which would help us assess
character of any alternate leddership.

2. With reference to specific problem of General Minh you should
seriously consider having contact take position that in present state
his knowledge he is unable present Minh's case to responsible policy
officials with any degree of seriousness. In order to get responsible
officials even to consider Minh's problem, contact would have to have
detailed information clearly indicating that Minh's plans offer a high
prospect of success. At present contact sees no such prospect in the
information so far provided.

3. You should also consider Wmether it
would be desirable in order to pres Curds goLllity in this
as well as similar approaches to others whether appropriate arrangements
could be made for follow-up contacts by individuals brought in especlelly
from outside Vietnam. As we indicated in CAP 63560 we are most concerned
gbout security problem and we are confining knowledge these sensitive
matters in Washington to extremely limited group, high officials in
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