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8 November 1968

The following is a report by a reliable and trustworthy
American of his breakfast meeting with the Government of Vietnam
(GVN) Ambassa';dor Bui Diem on 8 November 1968, at the residence.

1. On the way to this meeting, the news had come over the
radio that President Thieu had proposed that, under the 'our side,
your side", formula, South Vietnam be designated head of the Allies
delegation while North Vietnam be head of the Communist one, Bui
Diem had the full text of Thieu's staternent. He’cbfrimented that
the GVN position represented only a small change in the original
U.S. proposal - rather than a totally new and different formula - but
that it satisfied 2 number of Vietnamess concerns: it gave the GVN
a Thote promifient status than the NLF, it would put negotiations on
a Vietnamese-to-Vietnamese basis rather than a U, 8, «to=Vietnamese
basis, and it would clearly represent a new stage of negotiations
rather than a continuation of the previous phase. Asked if he thought
there wa# miich chance of Hanoi's acceptance, he replied "noj but he
added that it put the GVN on the offensive rather than in the position
of appearing to scuttle negotiations.

2. Asked if he thought that, under one formula or another,
the negotiations would be able to resume soon, Bul Diem ssaid that he
thought it would take ‘some time. He said'that he thought thé fact
that the:U. 8.~ now had a Presidentielect would slow down’the planning
process.on the U. 8. side, since President-Johnson would wish to-

inform and seek the opintons: of the President-elect's teany;- and it

would alsq take some time to repair the-damage to GVN-U: 8, relations,
Regarding the latter point, Bui Diem said that, while there was minor
substantive difference in the U.S. and GVN positions - such as the
U.S. willingness to leave GVN and NLF status at the peace talks
ambiguous while the GVN wanted more precision - much of the difficulty




in GVN.U. 8, . relations had derived-from misunderstanding and
misinterpretation. He said that.there were delicate nuances in the
concept.of negotiations and that the two governments 'used the same
language but gave-it differest meanings''.. - Bui Diem said he had
discussed this probiem with Mr. Bundy and that they had agreed that,
at some time in the near future, they should go over all that has
transpired between the governments in recent dayt und.m to find
in it some guideltnnrfor futare: policy;.. :

'3,  Asked if the GVN felt there was any U. S, attempt at
deception, referring specifically to the apparent conflict between
what Ambassador Bunker reportedly told President Thieu about
proposals made to Hanoi and what Ambassador Fhan Dang lLam had
been told by Ambassador Harriman, Bui Dism replied he.couid not:
say that.that.was:the cass, but there apparently. was-some.feeling in
the GVN that President Johnsan acted.with undue haste and that he
may have bean influsnced in part by domastic. politics.. -

4. Bui Diem sald that though he would handie things.differently
if.he. was it Ambsssador-Lam's-position; -he could not criticize Lam's
actions because Lam!'s cables only pointed up substantive differences
which did exist. Although the GVN and the U. S, did agree on the
bombing halt, they did not agree on the arrangements proposed for
Hegotiationg, but these disagreements could probably have been
resolved amicably if the announcement of the bombing halt had not
been madc 80 precipitously.

5. Asked how he would have handled things differently if he
had been in Lam's place, Bui Diem said that relations between the
U. 8. and GVN delegations in Paris should be warmesr than they now
are. He said that when relations are stiff, it is impoasible to chat
at length informally and assure that each side understands all the
nuances of the other side's position, He said that, for example, he
knew Jorden and Vance well and could joke with them; if they had
disagreements, each side would know fully the reason for the disagree-
ment and they could still joke with each other. Bui Diem said that
while he could risk a joke with Ambassador Harriman, Lam could not,
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6. thn asked if he kow of any phnnlng in the GVN for _,
sending a delegation to Pa.ric. Ryl Die "itGpligd,,MiLth&Mlyux o
propoeed GYN formulemwaw tedpsViee Drosideny: Kyccould-Téad -
a ,Q,I,GSPWWWWC?‘WOM(M:-. Binh).  He thought

. General Nguyen Duc Thang should accompany Ky. However. m e
canwmuudegpat;on hould not be compoesedref tow many-Northern-

ers. For examples: it ,55"@ mm«u-vmmmv’sz BHétter
mg’he not be a xggm,h,ox. o&thgdmmm;mm-nunnﬁ '
. p\lhlj,c.,rehgn 8. IAfw » Byl Diem said he would rocommend that”
Senator.Tran.Yan Lam. (b-Seuthartier) he-inclide g !
nﬁumymmvxmmmm

7. P Wt,gm MM&:m:mmpmt He
could not state precisely, ‘when, but would wait'a short. tltna to see if .

" _his return was requested, and if that did not happon he would propou

it hhnulf. -He. felt it would be' norwl for him. to roport bn.ck to Siigon

Y peuon on the resultc ;nd }melicatlonl of thc U s oloctiou:. S ;__f“'

Hq reputod the ahtementfmade at Gur lut meetlng thamhn.,...

- MMM“&@&M‘“Q{L ta. négetistions=dut-.
bo added. that ba.waulg MhactevisliParie fronr tirne tttme during.. .

o mewg&mmﬁm z,a.snm copld:. .—

9. In a flnuL commant on tlu oloctlons, Bul Diem said he was

'7 pmmm@mmtmcmm not been re-elog,p&. |
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