





4. HAITI: ELECTION STILL ON TRACK -










~)

RET

4. HAITI: ELECTION STILL ON TRACK -

LEFTIST PRIEST JEAN BERTRAND ARISTIDE PROBABLY WILL FINISH
FIRST IN THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION TOMORROW, AND HE HAS A CHANCE OF
GAINING THE ABSOLUTE MAJORITY NEEDED TO AVOID A RUNOFF IN JANUARY.
SPORADIC VIOLENCE IS LIKELY BUT PROBABLY WILL NOT FORCE CANCELLATION
OF THE BALLOTING.

SOME 500 INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERS WILL MONITOR ALMOST 14,000
POLLING PLACES, WHERE 3 MILLION HAITIANS WILL VOTE. IN ADDITION TO
CHOOSING FROM A CROWDED FIELD OF PRESIDENTIAL ASPIRANTS, VOTERS WILL
ELECT A BICAMERAL LEGISLATURE AND LOCAL GOVERNING BODIES.

ARISTIDE'S POPULAR SUPPORT HAS GROWN IN RECENT WEEKS AS VOTERS

/%%%%%% BEGINNING OF SECTION 003 %x%x%%/
HAVE RALLIED BEHIND HIS CAMPAIGN PROMISES TO SWEEP AWAY ENTRENCHED
REMNANTS OF THE DUVALIERIST REGIME AND TO USHER IN A NEW ECONOMIC
AND SOCIAL ORDER. HIS APPEARANCES HAVE ATTRACTED THOUSANDS, AND
HE HAS BROADENED HIS BACKING AMONG THE URBAN
POOR, PEASANIS, AND RANK-AND-FILE LABOR. _

ARISTIDE'S OPPONENTS GENERALLY HAVE CONDUCTED LACKLUSTER
CAMPAIGNS, ALTHOUGH SN BELIEVES HIS CHIEF RIVAL, CENTRIST
marc BAZIN, IS GAINING ON HIM. [ C-Z1N
BELIEVES HE CAN EXPLOIT ANTI-ARISTIDE SENTIMENT AMONG BUSINESS,
LABOR, AND MILITARY LEADERS TO WIN THE PRESIDENCY. ALTHOUGH A
VICTORY FOR BAZIN IN THE FIRST ROUND APPEARS:UNLIKELY, HIS WELL-
ORGANIZED COALITION PROBABLY WILL WIN A LEGISLATIVE PLURALITY.

KEY ARMY OFFICERS REMAIN COMMITTED TO HOLDING THE ELECTION,
DESPITE THEIR CONCERNS THAT A ARISTIDE PRESIDENCY WOULD LEAD TO
PERSECUTION OF THE ARMED FORCES. THE MILITARY QUICKLY ARRESTED 12
RIGHTWING THUGS FOR BOMBING AN ARISTIDE RALLY LAST WEEK. THE
MILITARY'S STRATEGY REPORTEDLY STEMS IN LARGE PART FROM FEARS THAT
ANY MOVE AGAINST ARISTIDE AT THIS TIME COULD.PROMPT AN
UNCONTROLLABLE POPULAR BACKLASH.

THE BALLOTING PROBABLY WILL PKU EED UNLESS VIOLENCE BECOMES SO
WIDESPREAD THAT THE 7,000-MAN MILITARY CANNOT CONTAIN IT. -
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