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1. ALTHOUGH THE STIUATION REMATNS OUTWARDIY CAIM IN VIENTIANE ITSELF
" AS OF 2 APRIL THERE IS CONSIDERABLE SUBSURFACE TENSION FOLLOWING THE ASSASSINATION
OF FOREIGN MINISTER QUINIM PHOLSENA. IT IS GENERALLY KNOWN AND ACCEPTED 'I'HAT'
A, QUINIM WAS SHOT BY A MEMBER OF HIS OWN BODYGUARD.
B. THE ASSASSIN WAS A 'NEUTRALIST SOLDIER, LOYAL TO KONG LE.
C. THE ASSASSINATION WAS DIRECTLY CONNECTED WITH THE INCREASINGIX "
"HARD LINE THE NEUIRALIST FORCES HAVE TAKEN RECENTLY A&A.INST QUINIM FOR HIS
ALLEGED DIVISIVE TACTICS. MOST OF THE TENSION ARISES NOT FROM THE ASSASSINATION
TTSELF BUT FROM THE UNCERTAINTY OVER HOW THE PATHFT 1AO AND THEIR NORTH

! V]ETNAMESE SUPPORI’ERS WILL REACT TO0 THIS BIATANT NEUTRALIST DEFIANCE
Y
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CF~ ATTEMPTS—EY ALLEGED MEMBERS OF THEIR OWN FACTION .TO PIAY THE COMMUNIST
_ GAMEI FURTEERMORE, TI—IE‘.RE IS THE PSYCHOLOGICAL FACTOR THAT IN THE PAST FEW-
. WEEKS THE "LAC HAVE DONE WBAT THEY HAVE RARELY  BEEN KNOWN TO Do BE.FORE,
I.E. ENGAGE IN ASSASSDIA‘J.‘ION AS A FORM OF REPRISAL FOR SETTLING POLITICAL

SCORES .

2. ‘THIS.lA‘SSAS.SIl}IA"Ii'AION, WHEN ‘COUPLED WITH THE ,mcmsmm _TENSE
STTUATION. IN THE PIAJi\TE DES JARRES, OBVIOUSLY MAXES FOR A SITUATION IN o
WHIC’H'?-\IIMOST ANYTHING COULD mm ‘THE MOST LIKELY FIRST Rmcmom,
HOWEVER; IS A STRONG COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA BARRAGE ATTEVMPTING TO MAKE A CASE )
AGAINST THE mcr_mmm NEUTRALISTS "EAVING SOLD OUT TO THE AMERICAN TMPERIALISTS"
WHILE ASSESSING THE COUNmRY-WIDE REACTION TO THIS LATEST KILLING. AS A |
| COROLIARY ACTION THE PATHET LAOI MIGET MOVE TO ELIMINATE THE KONG 1E
'POSITION AT BAN BAN, WHICH TEEY COULD DO WITH EASE,
3. THE AssASSJiw IS BEING I-IELD AT SOUVANNA PrgquA's RESIDENCE AND
- IS REPORTEDLY cmmmé. THAT HE AcTED COMPLETELY ON His OWN IN RETALTATION
FOR QUINIM'S DIVISIVE TAGTICS"'AND THE ASSASSINATION OF COLONEL KETSANA.
THERE IS REASON TO BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT THE ASSASSTATION WAS WELL PLANNED
IN ADVANCE AND THAT THE ENTIRE KONG IE CONTINGENT GUARDING THE HOUSE ACTED
IN CONCERT. THE VERY QUIET UNDISTURBED ATMOSPHERE _A;ROUND.'Q,UJJ\TM'S HOUSE
DAMEDIATELY AFTER THE saoo'rmc; INDICATES THAT ALL KONG IE SOLDIERS WERE
"ORKING BY THE NUMEERS. ' |
4. TT IS APPARENT THEAT THE CIVILIAN NEUTRALIST LEADERSHIP (PHENG

‘PHO'\TGSAVAN » TIAO SISOUMANG SISALEUMSAK, SOUKAN VILAYSARN, KHAMPHENG BOUPHA
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AND. mmcmrmmrﬁ)z WHO HAVE BEEN AT LEAST COOPERATING IR NOT ENCOURAGING THE
KONG LE msm' PLOTTING QUM’S”KSSASS’IMTION, WERE GAUGHT BC SURPRISE.
Gmmr'swmv, WHOIS™ SECREI’ARY GENERAI. OF THE LAC, PEN m@ (nmmm)
"PARTY, WAS® OBVIOUSI.Y "SURPRISED TERT TEE KSSASSMTION"HAH TAKEN PLACE BUT

NOT ACCORDING, TO WHAT HE APPARENTLY UNDERSTGOD WAS *m PnA.N (FIELD COMMENT,

KONG 1E OR SOME OF HIS OFFICERS MAY WELL HAVE DECIDED 'ro ?{m OFF THE
ASSASSIRATION wrmou'r ADVISING THE CIVIL NEUTRALIST IEADERS FOR FEAR THEY
MIGHT WAVER AND TRY TO CALL IT OFF, OR SIMPLY BEGAUSE wom) MIGHT I.EAK ouT K "
.00 QUINIM. ~ TT IS QUITE"POSS_IEI_E”I’HKT THE CIVIL I.EADERSHIP "WOULD HAVE .
WANTED™ QUINIM DONE AWAY WITHE IN A LESS DIRECTLY ATTRBUTABIE FASHION, I.E.

"J.'L\T'THE"’PIA'.II‘IEDES J?mEs OR VANG VIENG.)
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