Peru-Ecuador: Emerging O JDIU"’]
Cuitivation and Pracessing

Te prefitadiiity of 2ercin aad. mers facen: v, Tolem-
21a's incrsasing enlorcement Soeraticns ics nccurayg-
ing commercial peroy cultivatien aad soium srocess-
inz in P2ru and Ecuader. Calf iraSckars mav zavs
moved some of their oplum sreraticns -0 P=ri or
Zcuader to evade antidrug :ﬁ'crt) Zocused ¢on zemny
cuitivaticn in Colcmbia, much a3 tnev did wii
cceaine operaticns after Coicmizia’s “29% smaciicwn.
Peruvian and Ecuaderian traficking ‘amilies, mean-
while, probabdly ars cager to assist 13« Colembians in
deveicping opium preduction, and vz Seiieve that it is
cnly a matter of time tefers pepey cuitivaticn Se-
comes mors significant, particulariv ia Peru. oA

preading Cpium Cuitivatica

irs *5z:;3 tha: Zcuader is 1 hercia transit ;:oim

Chm mules” - '*cr’-w v carried heroin into ¢
Unit g.,ta 23 via Ecuader during the 153Cs. Cctcm~

olans 2ave icng used Scuader a3 a cccaine traasit
cciat, and in Marsh Scuaderian pelice seizad their

frst feroin shipment—70 yrams—ircm Coicmbian
traficikers.

Catlcek

AltZcuza weme zeppy cultivaton aas cccurred in Per
and Ecuador sincs th¢ 1970s, thers is no 3
wnﬁrmadcn of reeent reports < cx-ung pcrpy cuiti-
vation in sither ccuntry. Both countries, rowey
have aigaly faverabie growing conditicns. 3““:!
toese in Colombtia, We Selieve that an :'\::nsxv.
opium cuitivaticn weuld 2e mest lkely in Peru.
Receat reperts on Paruviaa opium prcduc nsug-
=513 that peppvields srotably weuld te concentraied
In 1rsa3 wiers commercial coca cuitivation 3as 'cnz
been ssialilszed. such as in Avacucho 1ad Suanueo
Departments.
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candidate for commercial poppy cultivation; various
sources say that poppies have been grown there since
the mid-1970s for local consumption by the descen-
dants of Asian immigrants. Peruvian and Ecuadorian :
groups over time may learn how to process opium into -
heroin and could try to increase their participation in
the highly profitable heroin trade, using their own
export and distribution networks to the United States
and Europe, much as Lima-based families have done
to become cocaine exporters. [N




