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Major Drug Groups Invulved

Groups previously focused on the cocaine rrade. in-

cluding seme from Cali and Medellin, are 2
the heroin business.
IR C. 1 ond Medeilin-based tratickers are encour-

aging some farmers (o switch from licit Crops Or coca
fum pappy.




up against that trade and the US cocaine market
exploded. cocaine emerged as a more lucrative mar-

ket. While cocaine tratficking groups operating vut of

Colombia are not presently under SCVEre pressure, a
source with access sayvs that a variety of tratfickers
now realize the enormous profits inherent in the
heroin trade. a kilogram of heroin
sold for as much as $240.000 on the US wholesale
market in 1990. six times the highest 1eported whole-
sale price per kilogram for cocaine. Some groups
reportedly are shipping heroin in smal! Juantities to
the United States or Europe, where it is distributed
through existing cocaine networks, We :Deculate that
the Colombians may also be diversifving into heroin
in response to reports that demand for cocaine is
declining in the United States and that some crack
users are using heroin in tandem with that drug.
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