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* Paltistan's Wax in the West=-A Lacklistre Effort?

war «
Paki:

1. Since the beginning of the It
on 3 Decembex, India has gained vi
stan while holding the Pakistanis

.do~PakiStani
Lctory in East
at arms

length along. the western border. The|Pakistanis

in the east seem to have fought about{as well as
and held out for as long as most obsefvers expected
in the face of overwhelming odds and Wwith almost

no chance of winning. The Pakistanis)now have
accepted final defeat at Dacca, but hhve no signi-

e

ficapt offsetting gains in the west w€thin their
. : : , L

gras
2. Although there.probably was Pittle the
Pakijstanis could have hoped to do in lthe cast to
- ward off the Indian victory, their~p%fformance in - -
the west has been less than most observers expected =
and jsuggests the absence of an overalll strategy to .
prosecute the two-~front war. Except [for the offen-~
8ivg at Chhamb in southern Kashmir, Bakistan's '
military actions have been primarilyﬁdefensive with
only

a few feeble attacks at other places along
the : . L

border with India.

3. Most observers had expected [that the Pakis-

. tanis would stage a number of vigoroys offensives. -

in the west, with the intent of at ldast distracting

the |Indians from their offensive in Iast Pakistan.
Additionally, the Pakistanis were expected to try o
toc gain some significant territory fdr Pakistan in : ;
‘the |disputed Kashmir area for use as|a bargaining h
poigt against Indian victory in EFast|Pakistan or

perhaps as a trade-off against the loss of East

Pakistan. ' . ' ‘
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little impact.

.shortages in such necessities as POL

- this

- fig@ter aircraft, the Pakistanis almc

4. Assuming this was, in fact,

Pakigtani aim, then Islamabad has disu

energy in attempting to achieve it.
sult /of Pakistan's largely defensive
the west has been to facilitate the I

Lo

. i L

he overall
layved little .
The main re-
osture in

ndian strategy

of gaining victory in East Pakistan wiiile fighting

a defensive action in the west.

. |3+ The Pakistanis staged air st
Indian airfields on 3 December, preci
overt Indian drive into East Pakistan

Pakistanis did not follow these strik

large-scale offensive and the air str
This is especially tr
1lr raids did not catch the India
not as massive as anticipated, a
had little effect on Indian mili

the
were
have

6. During the days since 3 Dece

rikes against
pitating the
But the

s with a

[kes had

1€ because

18 unprepared,
Hd seem taq

wer, Pakistani

military actions have been overshadowpd by larger,

Jhardpr-hitting Indian military moves.|

tactics have deprived the Pakistanis.
their small gain in southcrn Kashmit,
now they may be losing. In any case,
already hold sufficient West Pakistan
which they can use as trade~offgs for
Pakilstani gain in southern Kashmir si
accept New Delhi's call for a ceagse-
wesy. Pakistan's ability to wage wa
at g much faster rate than India's--

tanis probably cannot continue beyon
month without massive outside ag
is in prospect. - -

7. -The seeming lack of fervor i
progecution of its war effort is diff
explain. Although outnumbecred on thé
the#west by 270,000 Indian troops to
tani troops and in the air by sonme 2

Such Indian
Ff_all’but
which even -
the Indians

. territory

the small }
oula Islamabad
ire in the

is diminishing
ue to grewing

—~and the Pakis= =

the end of

sistance. None -

n Islamabad's-
icult to
~ground in »
186,000 rPakis~
to 1 in

st certainly

had
the Indians in the west at the outsc
but|did not. They also had the capal
and|tic down larger numbers of TIndia

they have.
‘ 2

the capacity to inflict significdnt damage on

of hostilities, -
ility to engage
txoops than
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8. Islamabad almost from the beginning seems
to have been put off by the larger nufbers of '
Indian personnel and eguipment it has had to face.
The Pakistanis certainly have not rallied to the
Indian challenge and seem to have played reluctant

dragons throughout the war thus far. | Islamabad

seems to be left with no response sholild Mrs. Gandhi
chaxge that she has mot the “enemy®™ ahd they are
hers} : L :




