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NEPAL-US: King’s Visit

King Birendra is visiting Washington nex! week hoping to secure a
clear endorsement for his proposal to have Nepal declared a zone of
peace and lo obtain some increase in econamic and security

assistence. -

The King believes US support for his plan would help strengthen
Nepal's neutrality as a buffer between india and China. He intends

to request more economic aid, including support for continued
development of Nepal's hydroelectric power,_‘ )

Birendra also will seek approval for his efforts to liberalize some
aspects of the feudal political system.

The Nepalese feader fears that india —which he views 26 a Soviet
surrogate—will take advantage of any pclitical unrest to overwheim

Nepal as it p(eviougly has qone in Sik_kim_ _and _thtan:

Comment: The King remains the final authority in Nepal and
faces only weak and divided opposition, The politicat reforms that he
has introduced in recent years have been largely cosmetic. His
liberalizing instincts are offeet by a tendency—reinforced by
conservative members of his family and palace staff —to preserve the

power of the monarchy. ]

Birendra’s ‘nitiative to have Nepal declared an international zone
of peace I8 Iargelry_inte__r‘\ded asa psycpq!ogical defense against India.
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