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Dol 9 February-4 March 1968

L]
SUBJECTNications by Fernando Melo, :mban Exile 4in
Co3ta Rica, at Negotiations Between Ludwlg .
Starke, Costa Rican Right-Wing Extremist, &nd . -7 |
Rolando Masferrer, Cuban Exile Involved m :
~Plotting Ageinst Haltlan QGovermment, Were Not
" 'Progressing Well
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1. (Field Comment: The following report should be rt
in conjunction with TDCS-314/01096-68, 065 and
- 14099, | which reportea that Eernando
‘7~§eloiﬁpntan1115, a Cuban éxile in Costa Rica, was serving !
. an intermediary in negotiations between Ludwig Starke Jime
a Costa Rican right-wing extremist, and Rolando@®¥asferrer,
Cuban exile in the United States who was involved in plott:
against the government of President Francois Duvalier of Hi
The negotiations dealt with a plan whereby Starke would pr
vide a staging area for an invasion of Haiti by Haitian an
Cuban exiles under Masferrer's leadership. In return Mag-
ferrer, if successful, would subsequently support & move b
Starke against the Costa Rican Government. Melo was repor
to be planning & trip to New York on 21 February 1968 to t.
‘with Masferrer and the latter's representative in the nego
tions, Father Diego Madrigal Alvarez.)

2. VWhen Melo returned to San José on 2 March after
visiting New York City and Miami, Florida, he was detained
and searched by security officials at the airport. Among
Melo's possessions the security officials found a letter,
signed by Melo, ‘addressed to Father Diego Madrigal, Néw Yo

The letter was dated 9 February It was typewritten
‘letterhead stationery of Rogelio R.‘j%_g%n;o MPresos. Sa—
fomment: Melo sells pr tin%&quimen*

thus_may have & business conpection with the Pinto firm .)}
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3. Melo's letter acknowledged roceipt of & Gable frod
Madrigal; it then went on to state that “Rogelio obtained
the visa" and now "“the Haitian can com@ when he wishes."
(Field Comment: Rogelio may be Rogeli into. -
quotedg%z;o as saying ‘that Starke -had obtained e NIOSWSUS

Jacqued\Yoringlane, a Haitian who would be the first of

the Masferrer group to arrive in Costa Rica.) Melo then w
that beoause nothing had been heard irom Madrigal since the
latter's visit to Costa Rica "the friends here' had begun t
believe that "everything has been a pipe dream of mine; ths
we neither are going to do anything nor have anything." Me
complained that Madrigal®s silence appeared to have “lesser

thusiasm of this man of action and of rapid resolutic
APR, 1536

es not like to be made to waste his time." Melo war:
Madrigal that if the Masferrer group had not reached a decl
sion to move ahead with the plan, it would be better for ti
Haitian not to come to Costa Rica, Melo also warned that i

" there were no Cubans participating in Masferrer's project,

Melo, would not support it, since he was interested only 11
the Cubans®! problems and not those of the Haitians. ‘Melo :

formed Madrigal that he expected to arrive in New York om .
February; he suggested that they discuss the subject in det

at that time. -

4. On 4 March Melo again 1eft San Jose for Miami. Hi
told the Costa Rican security officials that he would be ai

from Costa Rica for & month, ;.
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