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PRESIDENT JULIO CESAR MENDEZ MONTENEGRO
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1. DURING A MEETING WITH PRESIDENTIAL ADVISERS AND LEADERS OF THE
REVOLUT IONARY PARTY (PR, GOVERNMENT PARTY) IN LATE AFTERNOON OF
PRESIDENT JULIO CESAR MENDEZ MONTENEGRO REVEALED
THAT HE HAD RECEIVED A COMMUNICATION REGARD ING THE ABDUCTION OF

MARIO CASARIEGO, ARCHBISHOP OF GUATEMALA. MENDEZ SAID THE COMMUNICAT ION
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WAS IN THE FORM OF A TYPEWRITTEN NOTE, WHICH HAD BEEN

LEFT IN AN ENVELOPE ADDRESSED TO HIM AT THE PRESIDENT IAL
PALACE EARLIER THAT AFTERNOON BY AN UNIDENTIFIED PERSON.

OR PERSONS. THE NOTE WHICH ACCOMPANIED THE PHOTOCOPIES

OF TWO LETTERS FROM CASAR IEGO REQUESTING CERTAIN SUPPLIEo
AND MEDICINES, READ AS FOLLOWS: “ATTACHED ARE THE PHOTOCOPIES
OF TWO LETTERS FROM MONSENOR CASARIEGO. THE ORIGINALS ARE
BEING RETAINED FOR HISTORY. WE HAVE MONSENOR CASARIEGO,.

AND IF YOU DO NOT RESIGN ASIPRESIDENT WITHIN 24 HOWRS, YOU
WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR CASARIEGO®S LIFE. THE 24-HOUR PERIOD
BEGINS AS OF NOON ON 18 MARCH 1568",

2. MENDEZ TOLD HIS ADVISERS AND THE PR LEADERS FRESENT¢
THAT HE HAD JUST HELD SEPARATE MEET INGS WITH LEAD ING MILITARY
OFFICIALS AND WITH OFFICIALS OF THE CURIA OF THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH IN GUATEMALA. THE PRESIDENT SAID THAT HE TOLD BOTH
GROUPS THAT HIS PERSONAL OPINION WAS THAT HE SHOULD NOT
RESIGN, BUT THAT HE WISHED TO SOLICIT THE VIEWPOINTS OF
THE MILITARY AND THE CHURCH BEFORE REACHING A FINAL DECISION,
BOTH THE MILITARY AND THE CHURCH OFFICIALS AGREED THAT THE

PRESIDENT SHOULD NOT RESIGNo
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3.-{-(.30MMENT:L-GOVERNMP£;IT Mib PR OA‘FFICIAL-S SPECU..ATE:
THAT RIGHTEST POLIT ICIANS ARE BEHIND THE ABDUCT ION, AND THAT
THE OBJECTIVE IS TO FORCE THE REPLACEMENT OF MENDEZ BY VICE
PRESIDENT CLEMENTE MARROQUIN ROJAS. PHOTOCOPIES OF THE TWO
LETTERS, WHICH WERE ADDRESSED TO MONSENOR JOSE RAMIRO PELLECER
SAMAYOA AND TO THE PAPAL NUNCIO IN GUATEMALA, WERE ALSO LEFT
AT THE OFFICES OF ALL NEWSPAPERS IN GUATEMALA CITY DURING THE
AFTERNOON OF 18 MARCH. WITH THE EXCEP-'TION OF LA HORA, AFTERNOON
DAILY, WHICH PRINTED THE TEXT OF THE LETTERS, ALL NEWSPAPERS
CONTACTED GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES TO REPORT THE RECEIPT OF THE- -

LETTERS. MARROQUIN, OWNER OF LA HORA, DID NOT TELL THE £0 12958

PRESIDENT HIS PAPER HAD RECEIVED THE PHOTOCOPIES).- e

COMMENT ; IN HIS LETTERS, CASARIEGO REQUESTED MED ICINES AND
PERSONAL SUPPLIES. THERE WAS NO MENTION OF THE MEANS BY WHICH
THE REQUIRED ITEMS COULD BE PASSED TO CASARIEGO). £0 12958
3 4bIC1I>25Vrs
4. -commzm: DURING THE AFTERNOON OF 19 MARCH )
PRESIDENT MENDEZ REQUESTED THE IMMED IATE RETURN OF DEFENSE
MINISTER RAFAEL ARRIAGA BOSQUE, WHO IS ON AN OFFICIAL VISIT

TO THE UNIIED STATES). E0 12958 3.4(h)(1)>25Yrs

5, DISSEM: STATE, ARMY, AIR, CINCSO. )
ADVANCE CUPLIES SENT ELECTRICALLY TO USIB MEMBERS AND EXO
- REPORT CLASS: SmEaCaRaExl NQ_FORFIGN DISSEM




