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Intreduction

Dautnissen's involvement in rightwii., terres ist acgiviries

has oen alleged in a2 variety nf
since the late 197%s.

Ve Gad the char XCteristic of
st tsegnsiated rumor or allieation,

Litnle coSppaeERa. SPECIr1C

A P
cactivities astributable to D'Aubuisson has been available. Over
~.-the past year, however, several

pave alleged D' RUDUTESONTS COMpILICITY with
terror:st eicments in the military and the civilian APPNA partu,’

B o:ccver, have added credibility to
I, D'Auduisson's invo

' This memor

lvement in the assassipation or
Archrishop Romero., I ] .
oo S
» ?Q%\ . ' '.'.‘ S - .

an..:1 was requested by Vice-Presid.nt Bush. ‘Ig'_was p_rebé::ed__‘by -




owepdtoe o

- ~overthrowing the reformist regime in San Salvador. -
- indicates that FAN received siqnificant funding from wealthy - -

 FAN links with US politicians and busTiegomom e FAN used .-

-squads loval to D'Aubuisson,

"5{‘profe§sionals~to'join the partyv and suoport candidates in»tﬁg 

D'Aubuissnn's Military Contacts

-Before ieaving the armed forces in the wake of the October.
1279 military coup, Major D'Aubuisson had served much ~f his .
carecer as an intelligence officer with the National Guard. He
and several colleagues--graduates from the academvy classes of
1563, 1964, and lyéh--worked directly under or in cooperation

~ with National Guard Director Medrano, a notorious and powerful
“fiure in military and rightwing civilian cirzles. Medrano had

- his proteges {dcus on counterintelligence and rural security;

during the 19635 and 1970s, D'Aubuisson and his colleaques helped

_develop civilian intelligencn networks and vigilante

“yraganizati-cas vontroliad by the National Guard. They also
enzaged in illeqal detentions, torture, and the _
X1111ng Of prisoners=~habits which reperting suggests stayed with
some of them after the 1979 reformist ~nup, o .

Some of D'Aubuisson's most notorious past associates in the
military were Lieutenant Colonels Staben, Zacapa, 7Zepeda, Cruz,
Ochoa, Ponce, and Moran. These. and other middle-qrade officers

were in turn the mentors of a new generation of junior officers .

to have heen invnlved in death squad and

ocher 1iilecal altivities, The murder of two US lahor advisors at

the Sheraton llotel in San Salvador in Januarv 1981, for example,
was authorized by two younqg officers known for their criminal
activities and close association with D'Aubuisson and nther
extremist officers, : S L :
. . . . - Y

D'Aubuisson's Political Oraganization

: In ﬁay 1980, D'Aubuisson was jailed and then exiled fg:*coﬁp:
plotting. He left for Guatemala and formed the Broad National -
Front (FAN), a semi-clandestine political organization bent on:

Salvadoran exiles living abroad, and have suggeSté‘

black market contacts to arm a small para-military organization .
in E1 Salvador that included both civilians and milicary
personnel, some of whom probably belonqed.tq existing,dea:h_ e

,.'1By the féii of 1981, D'Aubuisson had iéorqanized the FAN

into a bonafide political party known as the Nationalist . - -
Republican Alliance (ARENA). He convinced businessmen and othe
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.Marchv1982,Cnnstituent Assemhly.electiuns. During this period{-
rightwing qunmen | allied with ARENA killed several.
Cheistian Democratic pParty membhers, civijl Servants, ‘an. labor .
fiqures, v S : '

_ ARENA %as become the recond largest chiticalfparty in Fl

Salvador and pProbably is the hest funded and organized q0ing integ
thi= month's preosidential elaction, Within the party, however, -
D'Aubuisson is 'O maintain a team that engage:

in political {n"imie
Turder, Untii

atlion, Including uhduction.'torture, and

the bYeginning of this vear, the hea? of thig team

j was Dr, nector.Reqalado,

the chiet of SeCUTrIty Uer the Assemh V. He and several R
subcrdinates helonging to ARENA reportedly utilized members of

. the Secret Anti-Communist Army and the Maximiliano Hernandez
Martinez Rrinade--two death sauads founded several vears ago by
,D'AQBUissdnf-to carry out murder and sabotace against ARENA's
real or perceived enemjes,’ show that Regalado’'s groun
_was considering taraetinag US Emhassy officials'in’responsg»tO‘
pPress ‘stories about rightwina terrorjism, Followina the visit.of
Vice Presideat Bush and the resignation of D'Aubuisson from the
Assembly to run for president, Reagalado and two associates also
left their public posts. ' o . S

A Since that time, thern *3g heen 'no information on the status
of the ARENA-sponsored'torr»rist groups. Killings in January and- L
February of this vear thoushs to he the work of rightwing SR
extremists cannot he pinned “vecifically to D'Aubuisson or to any
of several other death Squads-emilitary or civilian--known to -

exist, - '

l&gggssination of Archbligbg«aimoto _
: "1ve accused D'Aubuisson of complicity
in ¢ — OL Romero i1~ vy rch 1980, - Although IO

is credible,,r“»rn_:: nothing that could be construed. . . ¢
' 3s hard proof, | SR ’ - R T

. While any of a'number‘»r.}ightwthq‘ﬁeath‘squads coﬁld_ﬁavé»f;
Planned and carried out what was a relatively simple execution in -
a neighbothood'ch;pel.in San salvador, there Probably were few SO

uhuisson to do it, . Several on
laim that D'Aubuisson and his_- _
in ‘early 1980 to Plan the killing. .

these in attendance were asked to Araw
- carry out. the act., DR
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indicate that military personnel comprised the hit squad and that
a_former National Guard enlisted man fired the fatal shot. - S
-differ as to the logistics of the killing. S RN

NOTE:: have been at variance in interpreting
tre death squaq issue. Jaunched an effort t» assure that
are working from the same data base. Collection requirements are also

- - T el arafted in__prepa:ation for an intelligence coomunity assessment of the

death squads.
TRIZ- cript is classified
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