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DIST 18 APRIL 1975
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DECISION OF SOUVANNA PHOUM NOT TO CONVENE A CABINET
ETING IN LUANG PRJBANGS SOUVANNA'S VIEKS OF RECENT
ASEFIRE vxounous AND THE_CASE |
m:rusu. BY KING or LAOS To sunnou A COUNCIL OF
NISTERS MEET ING omaecosnmoru OF THE PRG AND GRUNK

S INSTRUCTIONS TO SOUVANNA ON CAMBODIAN AND SOUTH

ETNAME SE Repaesswﬁnxows IN VIENTIANE

MINISTER s 0 UV ANNA PHOUMA,
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x CABINET MEETING IN LU&NG: ﬁﬁAeANG AND: rnsrnucfen MEMBERS. OF HIS STAFF
MEMBERS OF THE dnarNEf SdUVENNA PLANS TO REMALN: IN
. UNTIL THE END “ﬂ APRIL OR EARLY MAY AND DOES Nur PLAN

 SC TO INFORM

LUANG PRABAN
( CABINET MEETING unfo ME RETURNS TO VIENTIANE, o

CUSSTON WETH sove. weweers of wis s 7+ re- o
‘ECENT CEASEFIRE JIULATIONS BY LAQ ARMED FORCES (FAR) |

T0 SCHEDULE

2, lN-bI
| GARDING THE
LA (PL) TROOPS, SOUVANNA SAID THAT VIENTIANE

aD ATTACKED PL roaces IN THE DAN SOUNGvNANYANG AREA

T NATJONAL POLITIcAL COUNCIL (JNPC) ‘C4AIRMAN PRINCE

QUV O NG HAD escnxaen THE PL ATTACK ON FAR

SALA PHOU KMOUN AS RETALIATION FUR THE FAR ATTACKS AT
DLVANNA SAID INAT HE HAD ASKED SOUPHANOUVONG To HALT
FURTHER PLiA;TACKs. ADDING THAT HE WOULD, IN TURN, STOP FURTHER FAR
ATTACKS, SO Pnauauvonc. Accoﬂbxua 70 SOUVANNA, SAID THAT HE WOULD

ey sur cotnn aave wo ouseanree, |
_AFTER ml”c” SOUPHANOUVONG LEFT WITHOUT FUR=

THER conne‘hﬂ -ctmnenn 50UVANNA HAS BEEN MADE; AWARE THAT
soubHANbUwoNc HAs NO OPEhAT!ONAL GOMMAND or TROOPS AND CAN Do NO MORE

| AND PATHET' L
- SIDE FORCES
AND THAT Jol
S OUPH A
POSITIONS AT
DAN SOUNG,
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THAN COMMUNICATE WITH SAM NEUA.

NOT ATTEMPT

WONDERING WHY SOUPHANOUVONG DID

70 EXPLAIN THIS TO HIM, SDUVANNA LEARNED THAT SOUPHANOU-

VONG WAS PROBABLY NOT AUTHORIZED T0 OFFER SUCH AN EXPLANATION,

SOUVANNA ALSO LEARNED THAT THE REAL CAUSE OF THE PROBLEM IN THE DAN

SOUNG=NANYANG AREA WAS THAT THE PL WAS THERE AT ALL SINCE SUCH

FORCES HAD

SIDE 2ZONE ONLY 19 KILOMETERS FROM VIENT!ANE.

PLEASED BY

SUCH A REMINDER. )

NO RIGHY TO BE IN. THAT AREA, CLEARLY WITHIN THE VIENTIANE

SOUVANNA WAS NOT

t

i
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5. ON THE SUBJECT OF THE, stsms meaxcw._

ACCEPTED A

wo | -2+ 11215470 1T ¥

FACE VALUE STATETENTS BY BOTH SOUPHANOUVONG AND DEPUTY

PRIME MINI TER PHOUMI VONGV!CHIT THAT THE LAO PATRIOTIC FRONT

(LPF)

SOUVANNA.
BY THE NOR
THEY QRE D
ADMIT KNOW
THAT SUCH
TRUE

IT‘HOULD BE TERRIBLE

AM NEUA HAD xNves%stTsn. Dxb NOT LEARN THE WHEREABOUTS OF

_m BORE K0

RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE MISSING PAIR,

HEN ME LEARNED TH#T THE TWO HAD PROBABLY BEEN DETAINED
H VIETNAMESE (NVA). THAT THERE IS A REAL POSSIBILITY THATY

AD AND ’HAT NE!THFR THE LPF NOR THE NVA ARE NILLING 70
EDG& oF THE M!SSING PAIR. NAS VISIBLY SHAKEN AND SA LD

AS NuT POSSIBLE %UT THAT 1IF THE INFORMATION PROVED TO BE
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KH'AMPH

LAND CLEARLY

4, ON 14

AFFAIRS T 1

OMMITTEE !V

PREVIOUS DAY}

WITH THE!PBI
MINISTERS ME
oF NAT!ON‘F

GOVERNMENT (P
UNION (GRUNK)
HE HAD REFUS
ADHERE T0 A

ACCORDS, TH
T0 REMAIN FI
MENTS occupv

SOUTH vxg?NA
RUCTED SOUVA
GENT MovEﬁEN
T10NS WITH §

L

P OV

APRILY IN A Lerréa T0 SECRETARY OF S"ATE FOR FOREIGN
A Nfe THONE CHANTARASY. LAD AMBASSADOR T0 THE U.S.
A N PANYA xnroaneo THE vxenrxawe S1DE COORDINATING
scc) THAT nuans A PRIVATE MEETING WITH THE KING ON THE
{ THE KING INDICATED THAT ON 18 APRIL HE HAD DISCUSSED
ME MINISTER THE LA?TER'S REQUEST THAT A COUNCIL OF
ETING 3E MELD 70 DELIBERATE POSSIBLE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT
UNTUN (PGNU) RECONIT!ON OF THE PROVISTON AL REVOLUT IONARY
PRG) OF SOUTH VIETNAM AND THE ROYAL GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL
) OF CaMBODIA, ACCDRDING 10 KHAMPHAN. THE KING SAID THAT
ED SOLVANNA'S REGUEST AND x~swaucreo THE PRIME MINISTER TG
POLICY OF STRICT NEUTRAL!TY aaseo ON THE 1954 AND 1962
E KING» KHAMPHAN SAxn. CITED HIS HAVING INSTRUCTED SOUVANNA
RM IN H1S POLICY *o EXTEND RECOGNITION ONLY TO THOSE GOVERN-
lNG THE CAP!TAL cxvv AND IN CUNTROL OF THE POPULATION AND

DkFINED BY !NTERNATIONALLY RECOGN!lED ‘BORDERS., REGARDING
M AND CAMBODIA, KHAMPHAN SAID, THE KING SPEC!FICALLY IN§Te
NNA NOT TO RecoaNxze THE PRG OR GRUNK UNTIL ruess INSUR-
1S ACTUALLY occuPlen SAIGON AND PHNOM PENH: ON PGNU RELA-

OUTH VIFTNAM AND CAMBODIA. KHAMPHAN wRore THAT THE KING HAD

o T 3 i/frn ET L o
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INSTRUGTED SOUVANNA NOT T0 CLééa THE LAO EMBASSIES IN SAIGON AND
PHNOM PENH NOR REDUCE THE REPRESENTATIONS OF THOSE GOVERNMENTS 1IN
VIENTIANE, ACCORDING TO KHAPHAN, THE KING REITERATED HIS INTENTION
NOT TO ALTER LAQ RELATIONS NITH SOUTH VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA UNTIL
INSURGENT FORCES PHRYSICALLY OCCUPIED THE CAPITAL CITIES.

5, -comemz evenlmousu SOUVANNA DID NOT CONVENE A

. MEETING OF THE CADINET OR THE | VIENTIANE SIDE DURING NEW YEAR CELE‘

BRATIONS IN LUANG PRABANG, HE ' DID INFORM CABINET WEMBERS FROM BOTH
S1DES THAT THE KING HAD DECL INED T0 CONVENE THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS,
THROUGHOUT THE resrxvzrxes. S0UVANNA DELIBERATELY AVOIDED SUBSTANTIVE
DISCUSSION o; POLITICS ) j‘ | - | ,'

6, KHAMPHEN ALSO TOLD THE VSCC IN HIS‘LETTER‘THAT THE KING

WAD AGREED NITH SOUVANNA ON THE DISSOLUTION OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

{NA) AND THAT ON 1O APRIL THE KING HAD SIGNED A ROYAL DECREE OFF] =
ClALLY DISSO VING ITe IN SIGNING THE DECREE- THE KING INSISTED THAT
THE PGNU RES ECT ARTICLE 33 OE THE CONSTITUTION BY CREATING A NEW Na,
BUT, ACCORDI G T0 KHlMPHAN. THE KING MADE CLEAn H1S FREFERENCE THAT
THE TWO SIDE INIHE PGNU REACH AGREEMENT ON THE CREATION OF A NEW

LEGISLATIVE
KHAMPH AN sax'. aecocxmxzes THE SHORTCOMINGS OF THE JNPC» BELIEVING

0DY SEPARATE AND DISTINCT FROM THE JNPC, THE KING,
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THAT TO CHANGE THE JNPC INTO A LEGISLATIVE BODY WOULD VIOLATE THE

CEASEF IRE AGWEEMENT AND PROTOCQL AS WELL AS YHE CUNSTITUTION‘ITSELF.

. ‘ | ‘
THE KING TOLD SQUVANNA THAT THE JNPC HAS ITS ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITe

TIES AS DEFINED BY THE ceaser:ne AGREEMENT AND PROTOCOL BUT THAT

TAEY ARE DIFF

ERENT FROM THE NA'S OWN ROLE AND RESPCONSIBILI~-

TIES AS DEFINED BY THE CEASEFIRE AGREEMENT AND PROTOCOL BUT THAT
| V

THEY ARE DIFF
ACCORDING TO

'ERENT FROM THE NA'S OWN ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES.

KHAMPHAN. soUVANNA ACCEPTED THE KING'S POSITIONS ON

"BOTH LAOD RELATIONS WITH SOUTH VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA AND ON THE NEW

NA .




