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MEMORANDUM : |
SUBJECT: Nasir's Dilemma |

l, Nagir still appears a captive éf the uncomptbmis-
ing attitudes of his radical partners Algiexs and’naméscus;-.
and of his dependence on Moscow's support. Hié xoom fox
~ maneuver is small, and he knows it. .‘
2. Algaers and Damascus continually speak of a new
application of force against the Israelia, with Boumediene 'fil.

'preaslnq for-a “guerrilla war“ of tha type that succeeded
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in Algeria, Nas;r can neither envision his Egypt1an5 as’ }
really successful guerrilla fighters against the Israelis, f”

nor does he care to tuxn his countxy.intOja guerrillé _-
batflefield-na gituation which would.eliminété hislpowef E
base. 1In desperation he continnes to carry on'a'prépa~i' L
ganda battle against Israel and the US, ;emphasizing the

' old charges of US collaboration with Israel in the ‘vecent
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3. HRis admission_ that he cannot aafelyulhlnl>25vrs
sy

_negotiate a peace with Israel emphasizes his inability to
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regain the initiative as leader of the Arab world. The
fact that Boumediene went to Moscow twice as the spokes-
man for the Arabs in indicative of Nasir's present weak¥j

ness among the Arab states as well as his fear that it he ‘

went he would return relatively empty handed.

4, Nasir appeaxrs to be resisting the -Algerian and
Syrian sixens by issuing vague propaqanda which ehphasizes.'
a future "liquidating of the aggresslon and" removing of.
its consequences.. In addition, he apparently believes a
1imited degree of harassment of the Israelis along the:

Suez Canal 1ifts ‘the low morale of the axmy and ‘improves

. the regime's image among the Egyptian people ana other Arabs.vi"

- Meanwhile, the fact of Arab disunity_and disarray
is apparentrto all. Tha inability to hold an .Arab "sum- _.

mit" is obvious, and its possibility of success, éven if

held, is admitted to be *slim" py Naéir‘s'spokasmén_naykal -
. over, Cairo Radio. :}j‘ . _ ’; B S
6. Nasir's courses of action open to him at home.ap-"
peaxr as limited as his opportunities in the foreign policy
 field. Although he remains his country‘s leadef;'his room
for maneuver is increasingly restricted by a disgruntled
army, an increasingly difficult economnic situation, and ap-

parent infighting among his entourage, with some advocating

~ closerx ties with Moscow and others arguing fox a. zlighhshitt

to the West.
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7.' Nasir has reverted to an old "crisis” tactic of

“putting out “unofficial--and easlily repudiated--feelers

to the US with the hope of elieiting gome economic aid and

olxtical support. Thege approaches usually are accompanied
by suggestions that he fears the Communists and that dif=
' ferences with the West, especially the US, are not basic, |
- and that a new ‘acconmodation can be achieved. On the other
". hand, he lets it be rumored that he is considering some

v kype of closer relation with Mogcow. CoC

8. Nasir ‘has not found a solution to his dilemma, and
r;s frustration has inhibited his formulation of a policy.

He appears to be waitxng to see an opening to retrieve his

‘losses,. He realizes that his relationship with the Soviets

nore

-Ais/complax than ever before and that he cannot d:sengage

because of his dependence on Moscow f£or- military aid--now

more_imporganp-than ever befora--as well as economic as=-

A <sistance. He can see no retuxn to a balanced position be~

tween East and West so long as the us is regarded as Israel's,

. ‘mentor by the Arabs despzte his obligue approaches to Wash-

ington. He will try to play both sides of the street, but

3 his goals remain mora in accord with Soviet objectives.
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