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WEEKLY INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY FOR OUTPOSTS

is airgram No. 58 of the intelligence summeries prepared
by R « A VWashington., The period covered is 23 - 23 October 1544.
i 5 LABT AIRGRANM OF THE SERIES.

Unless otherwise indicated, all items are considered reliable,
Since the sources of some information are outside 0SS, the contents
of these swmmaries should under no circumstances be disseminated
beyond 03§ personnel.
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The snglo-Cenadian offunsive to open antwerp port to Allied
shipping hes made marked progress this week, Preskens hes been
The Gerrans anow hold only p very smell pockot south of
which will presumably be liguidated in short order. A
1 allied rmphibious lending ou the sonth shorc of South
.« ropild Canadien edvence scross the causeway
island thh tha inlund have almost effcetod Junction.
roan 3eveland appoar to be collupsing rathe
portodly only hns once workable comotal
iglend, Allicd corro ships soon
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Zest of the Scholde Dstuary, general prorress has besn achioved
along the Burgon-osp-Zoom~~Roosendanl--Tilburg Hertogenbosch line.
Bergen op Zoom, Tilburg end 'sicrbogimnoosch now are in .llied heads;

“he fall of Roosendesl cppecrs imminont. Ui forces in this
rzgion are froiug f“+””nkh. unless they can neke jood a pracerious
escrpe northward across tiis threo bridges open to tuem: at woerdi jk,
Geertruidenbsre o

On the cast frce of on osalicnt, soms further Allied

edvances linve been node tow“rdu nlo, .south of Overloon. The

Germuans are now stendi on the line of tho Venlo-Nijmegen railway

ent vidch runs »ﬂrallel to tho ians River. . gencrel, slow

withdrewal to Ui line of the Jaas apears to be iu progress

in thls sector. Tho wnumy, sonsitive to tnis 2llizd threat to the i o
eroua has brought in furtier ormorcd reinforcements.
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On the baolance of the western front from captured fachen
to the Swiss border the line has undergone only very minor changes
during the past week. & new major offensive against northern part of
the West Woll appears to bhe ewaiting the opening of seca-traffic to
dntwerp, without which such an operation cannot be adequately supplied
or susteined,

Zestern Front. In northern Finland Soviet forces have captured
the Petsemo mine district cnd have pushed ecross the lNorwegien border
to treke the naval and submarine base of Kirkencs. In central Finland,
Finnish troops heve driven north of Kolari on the Swedish border.
Other Finnish forces contin iing northwerd along the .rctic highway
have occupied Sodankylae, The Soviet offensive against cast Prussia
leunched from the area botween Schirwindt and augustow has penetroted as
for as Walterkehmen in the north and to the Goldep-Gumbinnen highwey
immediately south of the Kaunes-Insterburg-Koenigsberg railroad.
Germen resistance in this eres is intense and little Soviet progress
wns reported during the last three days of the week.

forth of Wersaw the Soviets have renewed their drive to oust
Serman forces from tho pocizet in the confluence of the Vistula and
Harew Rivers, where the Goruans arc now confined to an area of some
78 square miles. In Subcerpathisn Russia, Soviet troops driving
soutnz. along the Lwow-Budapest ruilroad have captured the communicetions
center of iukecevo, thus throetening a junction with the Soviet saliont
north of Debreczen. In anticipation of this thrent the Germsns have
carried out n swift evacurtion of northern Transylvania, which was
completed by the end of the weok. Southwest of Debreezen the situstion
reneins confuscd, though Berlin reports ncncion at least two Soviet
bricdgehends across tho Tiszn, onc weorth wad onu south of Szolnok.
Southwest of Szolnok Soviet forces have reachad the Denube along s
broad front from nort of Baja to south of vombor,

In Yugoslavia occunation of Belgrade hes been completed by Soviet
and Partisan troops and wost of the city a bridgehead has been
esteblished across the Sava River. Of the 21 German divisions remsining
in Yugoslovia, Albenie, snd Groo ¢, ive ere reported to be opposing
the Soviets rnd Partiscns in tho Belgrade rrea snd inmediately to the
south. Additionsl German forces arc seid to bo moving toward this
cembat nrea from centrel and southorn Yugoslevia., Although Germen
troops remaining the southorn Balkens arc more or less cut off, the
blocking forces are lergely Yugoslov Partisans, who will probably be
unsble to prevent the passapge of well organizad German fighting units.
In the Uzic. arce the Germans appeer teuporarily to have rcopened g
strotell of the Skoplje—Novi-Pazsr-Sarnjevo redlrond which had beon held
by the Partisans,




3

Italian Front. During the past week slight advances south of
Bologna have brought American troops to within five miles of the
Boloéna-Imola stretch of Highway #9. In the Adriatic sector Cesens
hes been captured and Allied troops driving along ths Bologna-Rimini
highway have driven past Forlimpopoli to within two milus of Forlir
On the sdristic coazst Cervia has fallen to other Allied units which have
advanced s for north as the mouth of the Bevano River.

Air War, During the week ending 24 October strategic operations
of the Eighth and Fiftecenth Air Forces were severely hampered by poor
woother.  On 19 October, however, the Bighth Air Forec dropped over
2,200 tons of bombs on narshalling vards at Mainz and armored vehicle
and other frctorics at Mannheim. Stuttgart and Nuremberg were attscked
by the RAF during the night of 19-20 October with over 3,600 tons.

On 22 October heavy tonnages were dropped on a motor transport works

ot Braunsclweig, locomative and tank works ot Honover, narshalling

yerds at Muenster ond Hdemm, ond on the industrial crea of Neuss in the
Ruhr. iZsscen wns heavily raided by the RAF on tie night of 23-24 October.,
411 of the cbove bormbings were accomplished through heavy eloud cover
a1d with unobserved results.

The Fifteenth iir Forco was role to underinke only two wmajor
stegic missious durirg the week. On 20 October nearly 1,00 tons
¢ dropped on o synthetic oil plant ot Brusx, oil storage installa-
icns et Regensburg, morshalling yords at Rosenhein and Innsbruck, and
wnent works at Jilan. On 23 Octobur raids totalling over 1,000
ons were carricd out against the Skoda works ot Pilsen, il storage
»t Regensburg, a Dicsel ine factery at Augsburg, the Bayrische
dotorwerke et lunich, nershalling yards st Rosenheinm, rail targets
«long the Bronner pass routc, and the herbor ot Trieste.

o

FiR EBAST THi.TER

XL Bomber Command. In its 13%h operation the 20th Bomber Commeand
25 October attrcikcd air craft factories ot Ormure (Kyushu, Jopan).
70 B-29's bombing the principel targets and targets of opportunity
5-29's dropped 150 tons of bombs on Omurs with excellent results.

ghter opposition was moderate to strong and 9 enemy nir craft were
stroyed.  One B-29 wes lost in the operation,
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Allied operations in the Phili vines proceeded favorably
wWith 2 rapid expansion cf holdings on Levte Islend; and tho virtua

ation of Semar Island. By 25 October the U.S. Forces held the
northeest coast line of Loyte extvonding from Dulag to Babatngon.
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Japanese resistance disintegrated rapidly in the coastal region. n
the southern sector, U.S. troops moved inlend from Dulag to Burauan
and Buri and moved northward through Leyte Valley, the only communica-
tion channcl in the intcrior of the islend. Six sirficlds are now-
in U. 8. possession end the Dulsg and Tacloban sirfieids are in use.
Japanesc casualties on Leyte were announced on 14 October to be
14,045+ inmsricen casuzlties were 518 killed, 139 missing and 1,503
wounded.
Ry

Protected by emphibious operatisns which goined the north const
of Leyte frum Teclobwn to Babatngon, U.S. forces moved across the
norrow chonnel o ocoupy the whole of Samar Island by 27 October,

Ti.e Jepancse defonders of Semar were estimsted to heve been only
3,000 troops.

in

£11isd positions guined fhe Philippines threatened the Japenese
bmpire sufficiently to force the Japrnese Fleet sut of hiding. Three
prusse task rorces, comprising the major units of the entire

ese {leet jattacked U.S. navel forces protecting Leyte Gulf on
3 October. The primery target presumanly was Lllied supply and fuel
ships unlond: on Loyte Island. Lond based air craft were flown in
ts the isleads to support the Jepencse navel attncis on the Allied
shipping nnd on U.S. fleet units. However, the 7th U.S8. Flect and
the 3rd U.5. iflect rothur decisively defeated the attecking forces
and inflicted henvy losses on therm.
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The Japanese enscs on 23 October consisted of three
o two Dattle ships,
etteapted te pass threugh —he
Juuth The 7
1 ing bota haiil
S. & secord Dorce, cumprisd
plus desuroyers, passed ti
anntier ps
Gulr., Thi
units orimerily

to attock
orcoe

Bernardine St
S-mer Ielisnd,
demnge to
b i cunciind fromn corpd aserrts (
Tth Fleet. 4L lenst two U.S. carricr gscorts were lost, but this

enent prevonted the Japanesc task Torces fronm attecking the
erably shipping in Leyte Culf.
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A third Japancse foreo of four buttleships and three carriers

epproachsd the battle ares from Formesa and was cngeged by the 3rd

U.S. Fleet about 200 niles northeast of Luzon. Twe of tie carriers

wers sunk and considersole damese inflicted on the rest of the tosk
force by air craft of the 3rd flect. Japanese lond-based air craf
lounched nmany ettacks en he 3rd Fleet, losing 150 plraes. Units of the
3 leat thun moved scuth o attack the farce retrecting through San
Bernndino Strait, bhut wes uneble to prevans the withdrawal,
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Final reports on the results of battle have not been received,
and pursuit of Japanese stragglers by air craft and submarines will
undoubtedly continue for some time. It is certain, rowever, that
the Jopanese Fleet suffered a decisive defeot withcout inflicting
comparable lusses on the U.S. Fleet. The U.S. naval superiority
demonstrated on this battle has guaranteed the success of +the landi
in the Philippines.




