TOT: 030438Z NOV 87 DIRECTOR 737956

SUBJECT: _BRIEF OCPAS MEA 87-256 FOR 3 NOVEMBER 1987.

FROM: DDI/0Q/CPAS.

CONTENTS
1. PERSIAN GULF: SITUATION REPORT
2.
3.

1. PERSIAN GULF: SITUATION REPORT
BEIJING DENIES US ARMS SALES CHARGES

CHINA REFUTED RECENT US STATEMENTS ACCUSING BEIJING OF
CONTINUED ARMS SALES TO TEHRAN IN A RADIOBROADCAST TO IRAN LAST
FRIDAY. THE FARS|-LANGUAGE BROADCAST CHARGED WASHINGTON WITH
'7TURNING THE SHARP EDGE OF ITS SWORD'' ON BEIJING AND TRYING TO SOW
DISCORD BETWEEN CHINA AND THE PERSIAN GULF STATES IN ORDER TO SHIFT
BLAME FOR GULF TENSIONS ONTO BEIJING. BEIJING DESCRIBED THE US
CHARGES AS COMPLETE FABRICATIONS AND ARGUED THAT ANY COUNTRY CAN
FIND CHANNELS TO PURCHASE ARMS FOR A PRICE. NN

COMMENT: TH!S BROADCAST 1S CHINA'S FIRST PUBLIC REACTION TO
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STORIES THAT APPEARED IN THE US PRESS LAST WEEK ON CHINESE ARMS
SALES TO iRAN. IT WAS STRONGLY WORDED BUT CARRIED NO THREAT OF
RETALIATION FOR THE US DECISION TO POSTPONE CONS!DERATION OF
LIBERALIZATION OF COCOM RESTRICTIONS ON CHINA. BY LIMITING ITS
RESPONSE _TO A BROADCAST TO IRAN, BEIJING PROBABLY HOPES TO AVOID
FUELING THE DEBATE WITH WASHINGTON OVER THE ARMS SALES ISSUE WHILE
REACSURING TEHRAN THAT CHINA IS NOT BENDING TO US PRESSURE.

0
U
T
G
0
I
N
G
M
E
Q




o et b Nt Mk T Y o S = bkl W) S A A A ot et T N N T o v D Akl VI W N NS M e e T N d TN o S I“sb..(s;\slrf\r.ru.R

o+




