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SOVIET LUNAR PROGRAM FORGES AHEAD
The USSR's success in placing Luna 10 in orbit around
the moon on 4 April is a significant milestone in its

lunar progran.
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Europe

SOVIET LUNAR PROGRAM FORGES AHEAD

The USSR's success in placing
Luna 10 in orbit around the moon
on 4 April is a significant mile-
stone in its lunar program. Data
from this scientific probe should
add to Soviet knowledge of the moon
and be of some value to Soviet prep-
arations for future lunar missions.

The Soviet lunar program has
concentrated in the past on soft-
landing a payload on the moon.
After 11 unsuccessful lunar opera-
tions since early 1963, the Soviets
finally accomplished a soft -landing
with Luna 9 on 3 February 1966.

This success led to the initiation
of the lunar-orbit program. The

next operation--Cosmos 111, which
failed to eject from earth -parking

- Soft /ana'lng

attempt

orbit on 1 March--was probably the
first attempt to orbit the moon.

According to Soviet announce-
ments, the inclination of Luna 10's
orbit to the moon's equator is
about 72 degrees, which carries
the spacecraft over most of the
lunar surface. Although this or-
bit is well suited for bhotography,
no picture transmissions have been
identified. Moreover, public state-
ments from Moscow have not yet men-
tioned photography as a part of
Luna 10's mission.

Luna 10 reportedly contains in-
struments to measure meteoric im-
pacts, thermal and gamma radiation
from the moon's surface, and lunar
magnetic and gravitational fields.

SOVIET LUNAR PROGRAM

B Lunar orbiting

attempt
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