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LAOS/NORTH VIETNAM
MID-1971
SIGHTING OF AN AMERICAN POW IN THE MUONG PHINE AREA

OF LAOS AND REPORTS OF A POW ESCAPE AND THE CAPTURE

D

OF AN AMERICAN IN THE MUONG PHALANE AREA

LAOS, VIENTIANE (27 NOVEMBER 1971_

A

CORRECTTION

‘1. AN INFORMAT ION REPORT WITH THE ABOVE NUMBER AND HEADINGS

» _55;&?1'
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WAS ISSUED ON 38 NOVEMBER 1571. PARAGRAPH 4 OF THIS REPORT WAS
INADVERTENTLY OMITTED AND SHOULD REAP AS FOLLOWS:

" fe - SAID THAT PRIOR TO HIS SIGHTING OF THE AMERICAN, A
HE SPOKE WITH SOLDIERS OF THE 5TH NVA VOLUNTEER BATTALION WHO
INFORMED HIM THAT AN AMERICAN PRISONER HAD ESCAPED FROM HIS GUARDS
SOMEWHERE ON THE COMMO-LIAISON ROUTE AND THEY WERE LOOKING FOR HIM.™

2. FIELD DISSEM: STATE ARMY AIR CINCPAC ARPAC PACAF PACFLT

MACV/JPRC TH AF % 13TH AF TFa/NkP TTH RRFS (aLsO SENT (NN é
SAIGON).

REPORT CLASS'C O N F f /ME/N T'IAL
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DOI MID-197!
SUEJECT  SIGHTING OF Ak ANISICAK POW IN THE MUORE PRINI _
OF LAOS AKD REPORTS OF & POV ESCAPE AKD THE ChFTuni’
OF AN AMERICAN IN THE HUONG PHALANE AREA
ACG 'LAOS, VIENTIANE (27 NOVEMBER 1971 ‘
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SUMIMARY. DURING MID-1S71 NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY (NVAS

OBSERVED AN AMERICAN PRISORER It THE 4,

MUONG PHINE AREA (XD £927). THE AMERICAN APPEARED TO BE IN
' GOOD PHYSICAL CONDITION AND HAD BLUE EYES AND BROWN HAIR.

OFFERED THE AMERICAN A PIECE OF NANGO WHICH HE A.
pccepPTED aND FOR WwHICH HE THanEOJFAs0uT onE vEEK PRIOR A.

TO THE PRISONER SIGHTING,— SPOKE WITH TwWO CADRE A

WHO TOLD HIM THEY HAD OBSERVED TS

WO AMERICAN PRISONERS MOVING NORTH ON THE COMi10-LIAISON
ROUTE. THESE TWO PRISONERS WERE DRESSED IN A SIMILAR MANNER

AS THE AMERICAN WHOM —HAD sieHTED -0 A

HEARD PRIOR TO THE SIGHTING THAT AN AMERICAN ?RISONER HAD

Sf}?ﬁ{?’
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TZZAPID FRON HIS GUARDS. & FIi DAYS SEFoii THED PII3oulf
:"IGHTING,— LEARNED FROM AK ANTIAIRCRAFT Citw TAaT A
AL AEELICAN HMAD BEER CAPTURED I THE MUGKG PHALAND ARE4. EX
SUENATY ]
&

l. IN MID-1ST! NOESTH VIETNAMESE ARIY (wm—

0BSERVED AN AHERICAN PRISONER | A

T3 THE AREA OF EAOSAKVILLASE) KHAMSA-EE (4D 9840).
‘QI.D HE WAS NOT SURE OF THE EXACT MONTH OF THE PRISONER
SIGHTING BUT RECALLED THAT 1T WAS DURING THE MANGO SEASON AND

KE BELIEVED IT OCCURRED IN JUNE OR JULY. THE ANERICAN PRISONER
WAS DRESSED IN BLACK PAJAMAS AND WORE HO CHI MINH SANDALS.

HIS HAKDS WERE LOOSELY TIED AND HE WAS GUARDED .BY SIX ARMED
PATHET LAQ (PL) SOLDIERS AND ONE NVA LIEUTERANT WHO WAS AN

“fhviha To T PLOY -co;mgm: —s SUMED 1 A
THAT THE NVA ADVISOR WAS ACCOMPANYING THE PL TRCOPS GUARDING

THE AMERICAN PRISONER IK ORDER TO PREVENT THE PL FROM KILLING

or g ki, [ sar tvar we poLicy REGRDING A
CAPTURED AKERICANS IS NOT TO TIE THEIR HANDS OR RESTRAILL THEN

e any wav.) %Fieen coment: 51100y corresronos A.




B

-wHo REPORTED SEEING AN ANERICAK PCa .4 E&K LATHON

(WD 9857) ON 28 MAY 1571. THE POW WAS GUARDED BY 4EOUT 10
‘NVA TROOPS.WHO APPARENTLY WIRI MOVING HIN KORTF 10 KIZTH 4
VIETNAM. D ‘

2. 4PPROACHED THE AWERICAN PRISONER AND |
OFFERED HIM A PIECE OF MANGO. THE AWERICAN ACCEPTED THE FRUIT

AKD 1HAT:(1~_D— N VIETNAMESE.- BSERVED THAT A.

THE AMSRICAN HAD ELUE EYES AND BROWN HAIR. HE WAS SLIGHTLY

over six FEST TALL AN Hap a SLENDER BUILD. ([l not
OBSERVE ANY NOTICZABLE SCARS OR INJURIES AND SAID THE AMERICAN
APPEARED TO BE IN GOOD PHYSICAL CONDITION. THE AMERICAN WAS
WEARENG NO WATCH OR JEWELRY OF ANY TYPZ. .THE AMERICAN'S

NAME wAs MOT MENTIONZD. THE AMERICAN WAS CARRYING AN NVA

- N
wucksack ovenzs ack aw viLacers Later ToL (G

THAT THEY HAD GIVEN THE AMERICAN TWO PINEAPPLES WHICH HE A
CARR IED IN.THE.RUCKSACK.-OBSERVED THE AMERICAN FOR A
FEW MINUTES BEFORE THE PRISONER AND HIS GUARDS LEFT THE AREA

1IN A NORTHEASTERLY DIRECTICN.
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THE CADRE TOLD

THAT TEEY HAD BEEN NOVING WORTH ON THE INFILTRATION *
ROUTEIND HAD OESERVED LARGE NUMBERS CF NVA TROOPS MOVING |
SOUTH. -ASKED THEN IF ANY TROCPS WERE NOVING NORTH AND A\
THEY SAID THZY HAD WALKED BEHIND A SNALL GROUP OF NVA SOLDIERS
WHO WERE GUARDING TWO ANMERICAN PRISONERS. THE CADRE SAID THAT
THE AMERICANS WERE WEARING BLACK PAJAMAS AND WERE EAREFOOT.
THEY WERE NOT TIED OR RESTRAINED IN ANY MANNER. THE CADRE
FOLLOWED THE GROUP FGR A SHORT PERIOD.AAND THEN PASSED THE
GROUP BECAUSE THE BAREFOOT AMERICANS WERE OVING SLOWER THAN
THE CADRE WANTED TO WALK. THE CADRE DID NOT CFFER ANY
pﬁzsﬁmaﬂo‘ﬁs OF THE TYO AMERICAN PRISONERS.

5. A FEW DAYS PRIOR TO THE SIGHTING OF THE AMERICAN |
PRISONER,_WAS COLLECTING MANGOES IN THE AREA A
NEAR HIS HOSPITAL WHEN KZ ENGAGED IN A CONVERSATION WITH SOME
OF THE MEMBERS -OF AN ANTIAIRCRAFT GUN CREW. THE MEN WERE

CONGRATULATING THEMSELVES FOR SHOOTING DOWN AN AMERICAN F-4H

JET PLANE. THE GUNNER IN THE CREW- A
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A

'-HAI THE CREW HAD RECEIVED A MESSAGE INFORMING THIN THAT \

THEY HAD DESTROYED AN F-4H AIRCRAFI. THE MESSAEE ALSC S&ID

THAT A HELICOPTZR HAD BEEN SHOT DOWK AS IT ATTZNFTID -TC RESCUE

THE AIRCRAFT CREW. THEY SAID THEY WERE TOLD IT HiD CRASHED

ON THE SOUTHWEST SIDE OF PHOU (MOUKTAIN) VIENG (XD 1426).
-AS}{ED If THE PILOT OF THE F-4H PLANE VAS CAPTURED WHEN A

IT CRASHED AND THE NEN TOLD HIN THAT THEY DID NOT KNO¥. THEY

SAID, HOWEVER, THAT THEY HAD RECEIVED A CABLE THAT AN ANERICAN

WAS RECENTLY CAPTURED IN THE NUONG PHALANE AREA. | ‘ﬁ,A

m:-ozs NOT THINK THE AMERICAN HE OBSERVEL WAS

IN THE PLANE WHICH THE ANTIAIRCRAFT CREW SHOT DOWN BECAUSE

CoiM

£

HE THEN WOULD HAVE BEEN WEARING MILITARY CLOTHING.).
RF-H:LD» COMMENT : i
A- THE OFFICIAL CRASH SITE LIST AS OF | SEPTEMBER

1571 INCLUWES THE FOLLOWING PERSONNEL REPORTED DOWNED IN = -
THE XD/WD AREA IR 1971. ALL OF THE FCLLOWING WERE REPORTED
DOWNED PRIOR TO MID-1571 AND IN AREAS OTHER THAN XD 1426:

)( (1> LTCOL ROBERT L. S TANDERUWICEK

r—— — —

AND MAJOR NORBERT ANTHONY G O T N E K, PILOT AND CREWMAN,
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RESPECTIVELY,. GF Al F4T 4IRCRAFT, A7 71 C0ZIl2< 2N 3 FIszysl
b (2> WARRANT CFFICER (WC) JOKE F. H UMMETL,
. PILOT OF AN AHIC HILICCPTER, AT XD 472418 ON € NaRCH.
¥ : LT
(3 WO JON E. R E I D, PILOT, IST LIEGTERANT -
2 LT) DAVID M. M A Y, SPECIALIST (SP) 5 RANDOLPH L.
1 .
5 JOHNSOUWN, SP4 ROBEERT ACAL OTT 0, JR, ALL IN A
UAIC HELICCPTER, AT XD 5¢82868 ON 2¢ FE3RUARY.
> (4) CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 2 FREDERICK L.
CHRISTNMNAN, PILOT, WO JON W. S P ARKS, PILOT,
SP5 RICARDO M. G A K C 1 A, CREWMAN, ALL IN A UHIC
HELICOPTER AT XD 585428 ON 19 MARCK.
" (5) JAMES HENRY A YR E S AND CHARLES WAYNE
STRATTON, IN AN FAE AIRCRAFT AT WD 943685 ON 3 JANUARY.
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