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20 February 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Meeting with the President - 20 February 1964 - Alone

- L. 1advised the Preasident of my willingness to go:with him and to meet
early in the day with General Eisenhower if he thought this would be
~ constructive. He said he felt General Eisenhower might feel he was being
high-pressured and that he intended merely to advise him of the plan to
surface the OXCART and exchange formalities. He would then tell him hé
was ordering me to go out and brief him in ths next week or two and I
should make my own arrangements.

2. Itold the President we had a very sensitive eff:ecti\)a operation
working in Mexico City | |which {nvolved

telephone surveillance and was being done in a most careful manner |
E0 12958 3.4(b)(1)>25
E0 12958 3.4(h)(6)>25 [Ambassador Mann knew om
(e Scott, as did certain selected people in State Departmcint. &
|did not know of Mann's knowledge of the operation and
pon the operation as an arrangement betwseen and

the ClA station.

esident should not mentian this but I wanted

tit|

f

3. Itold Preaident Johnson that we continued our '&nte rrogation of
Nosenko; our counterintelligence psople were inclined to feel he was a
plant. but had not made up their minds. President said he thought he was
probably legitinate and would give us some good information. I saidl
hoped this was true - that we certainly were taking advantage of everything
that he did give us; that we were working closely with the FBI, however we
could only conclude at the moment that the Soviet's perfor:nance and
action were so different {rom any other defector case t}mt our suspicions
had been aroused. The President asked to be kept informed.

4. The President then raised the question of Spain, suggesting I
might return to Spain to talk again to Franco. He said he was in a very
difficult situation because of announcement of the cut-off of aid to
Britain, France and Yugoslavia which he did not know about until he read it
in the paper, and that he was beside himself because he wanted to give aid
of $31 million to Spain but had the greatest difficulty inithe justification.
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998 3.4(h(1)>25Yrs ACTION: I have asked Mr. O'Ryan to contact

1 told the President it was my impression from infor:nation gained from
clandestine sources that Franco had made some moves to curtail trade
with Cuba after my visit with him but that the Spanish companie- were
endeavoring to circumvent his orders by various surrpptiticus methods.
The President asked that I study the matter caresfully ;nd speak to him
about it next week.

and I am asking Mr. Ball to contact Ambassador oodward to

determine whether the Spanish had taken any actklna which they

have announced or might communicate to us which would indicate

an intention oh their part to curtail or restrict shipping or trade
with Cuba.

5. The President then said he wanted to do everything possible to
get me out of the cloak and dagger business. That he was tired of

" a situation that had been built up that every time my name or CIA's name

was mentioned, it was associated with a dirty trick. He asked if our
economic studies had stood up and I said yes, they had, and that they were
reconfirmed and supported by an exhaustive article inl TIME Magasgine.
The President seemed pleased at this, expressed satisfaction in CIA's
operations but was most emphatic in his feelings that we should get away
from the cloak and dagger image and expressed a determination to bring
this about by statements he would make from time to time.
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