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1. At 1700 hours on 12 December, Otto John went to Berlin Universiiy, svaded
his guards and met a Danish journallst friend. . Imnmediately thereaftsr,

he proceeded by cqrnthrough the Brandenburger Tor diract to Tempelhof
airport. There he was uet by two SG (Sicherungsgrupve) (3ecurity Group
nf thae Federal Criminal Police Office) men, an offirial of the Landasamt
fuer Varfassungsschutz (LfV) Berlin and an official of the Bundasant,
fusr Verfagsungaschutz {BfV). Accompanied by these four, he boarded a
British commercial plane. Upon his arrival at the Bonn-Cologne mirport
_(Wahr) he proceeded to SG headquarters in Bonn whare he spant the night.
Cn the morning of 13 December he waes interviewed there by the Federal
Prosecutor (Oberbundesanwalt) and in the mfternoon of the same day by
Investignting Judge Klaus of the Bundesgsrichtshof. On the night of

13 Dacember, John, accompnnied by the 5G team, wrs to lerve for Wiesbaden
vtherns John will @tay in guarters provided for him by the Bundeskriminnlemt.
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John put himgelf at the disposal of the SG.. Hc is rot under arrest, but
has been put in protective ‘custody for his own bcnefit While shaky,
Jokn appeared toibe in good health. The precxse basls of a future arrest
warrxnt yill.depend unon fhc interropations whi h are ncw in progress,
The oneration renultinp in John's escape had been lenDCd over a long
period of .time by the BfV, LfV Bsrlin and the SG witn the knowledge of
the Federal Prosaoutor ard the cabinet. ;;; .i
The cass,’ in luding the dnterrogqtion, is in the hands of the Federal
Prosecutor. - Neither the SG nor the BfV/LfV has! been involved in the

" - interrogation. BIV. President Hubart Schrusbbers participated in the high

cleval Governnent'confcrenco uhioh dacidod to! mxbliah the officinl announce-
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f'John claims tfat he vas alvays uutched by tvo gueras, vhom ha Iulled into:
.,'carﬂlcsqnene by establishing a pattern of returning promptly after the
~ short walks he was permitted to take.' This pattern gnve him the opportunitv
‘to evade his guards on 12 December. :
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johnls explanation of his croasing into Ennt Berlin on 20 July 1954

“was that he awoka in Karlshorst after losing ccnsclousness in Wohlgamuth's

house, He had no vlan to go to East Berlin. He c¢laimed that he volced

tho Soviet propagande line only in order to avold being asent to Russia.

In fact, hovever,-he was taken to Russia, including the Cavcasun. Ho

was returned to East Berlin where, he clnims,'hiaistay becames a purgatery.
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