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T0 PARIS TO WEET FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER DEBRE, BRANDT (c)
MUSED ALOUD ON THE SUBJECT OF SEVERAL ALLIED ASPECTS OF WEST

GERMAN FOREIGN'POLICYV.. IN ANT ICIPAT ION OF HIS MEET -

ABOUT IT, THE NORE HE CAME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT WEST GERMANY
CANNOT REALLY DEPEND ON THE AMERICANso BRANDT SAID THAT HE
WAS ANXIOUS TO FIND OUT WHAT THE CHR IST IAN DEMOCRAT IC BUNDES-
TAG DELEGATE KURT BIRRENBACH AND SPD PARL IAMENTARY GROUP

LEADER HELMUT SCHMIDT LEARNED DURING THEIR VISITS TO THE UNITED
STATES. BIRREN_BAQH, IN BRANDT * S OPINION, IS SOMEWHAT MORE
PERCEPTIVE ON THIS SUBJECT THAN SCHMIDT. SCHMIDT CONT INUES
QUITE SERIOUSLY Tﬁ FEE‘L'THAT”'.I'HE UNITED STATES WILL MAINTAIN

- ITS LONG-RANGE COMMITMENTS IN EUROPE, BUI BIRRENBACH SEES THE

MATTER IN GREATER PERSPECT IVE. HE HAS CLOSER CONNECT IONS TO
PRIVATE INDUSTRY THAN SCHMIDT AND CAN BETTER JUDGE THE BEKIND-
THE-SCENES MANEUVERINGS. BRANDT DID NOT ELABORATE ON THIS
RATHER CRYPTIC STATEMENT EXCEPT TO SAY THAT BIRRENBACH HAD
TOLD HIM (BRANDT) THAT OVER THE LONG RANGE THE AWERICANS CAN-
NOT BE DEPENDED UPON, AND BRANDT ADDED THAT IF BIRRENBACK BE-

LIEVES THIS, THERE MUST. BE A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF TRUTH TO IT.
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IS EVEN POSSIBLE THAT HE WILL WITHDRAW EVEN MORE FROM NATO AS
SoeoM AS HZ IS IN A POSITION TO DO IT. IfnkisS=GCTORT;=WESD.
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INFLUENTIAL SPD PARL IAMENT ARIANS SUCH AS WILLY. BERKHAY AND
_ MLAUS-PETER SCHULZ WILL PUT PRESSURE ON HIM T0 PLACE MORE

EXPHASIS ON THE MILITARY ASPECTS OF WEST GERMAN FOREIGV POL ICY THA!
Ri HAS DGNE IN THE PAST, EVEN THOUGH HE HIMSELF FEELS THAT THIS IS

A MISTAKE. KE BELIEVES THAT AS THINGS NOW STAND THE UNITED STATES

WOULD NOT BE IN A POSITION TO MEET BY MILITARY MEANS A ‘SERIOUS -
SOVIET MILITARY OFFENSIVE IN EUROPE. THERE WOULD BE NO SUPPORT

FOR SUCK A STAND AMONG THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. AMBASSADOR VON BRAUN,

WHO FOR SZVERAL YEARS WAS THE HEAD OF THE VEST GERMAN DELEGAT 10V,

TO THE UNITED NATIONS, HAS COME TO THE SAME CONCLUSION FROM HIS

OBSERVAT IONS OF ATTITUDES IN THE UNITED STATES. THE AMER ICANS

DOW'T VANT ANY COMPL ICAT IONS IN EUROPE AND WILL\DO*ﬂNYTHING TO. RID
THEMSELVES OF THEIR MILITARY OBL IGAT IONS THERE. IT IS IMPOSSImL

BRANDT SAID, TO RID ONESELF OF THE FEELING THAT ONE DAY AMER ICAN

LEADERS WILL CHANGE THEIR POLICY AND HAVE NO FURTHER OBJECT IONS

T0 DE GAULLE AS HEAD OF A EUROPEAN DEFENSE FORCE. ON THE CONTRARY,

MANY AMERICANS WOLWLD ACCEPT THIS IN ORDER TO LESSEN THE BURDE!

O THE UNITED STATES.
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OF _3ICENI - EVENT-S—IN-CZECHOSLOVAKIA, DE GAULLE S WHOLE BE-__

HAVIOR FOLLOWING THE SOVIET INTERVENTION IN CZECHOSLOVAXIA SEEMS
TG INDICATE THAT HE=STFIEE=AASSSOME=ERUM

AND=IE LK EEPT H TSP S5 -
. ; A= B O B SR OmBONNFER P ERS NS EPTEMIE Ry
A E ] S W ILEING TO_WORK . Wzmmemmmfs“rzmn. AS
FAR AS HE (BRANDT) IS CONCERNED, HE WILL DO NOTHING IN THE MEANT IME

TO ISOLATE DE GAULLE FURTHER FROM THE OTHER EUROPEAN NATIONS.

HE WILL NOT GIVE IN, HE SAID TO THE PEOFLE WHO ARGUE THAT IN VIEW
OF WXAT HAS HAPPENED IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA WESTE‘?N EUROP):.AN NAT 1O8S i
SHOULD GO AEAD WITHOUT FRANCE TO BRING GREAT BRITAIN AND THE
SCANDINAVIAN NATIONS INTO THE COMMON MARKET. SUCH A POLICY
WOULD IN THE LONG RUN LEAD TO A COMPLETE DISRUI‘;I ION OF THE

ALLIANCE INVEUROPE AND vTEND T0 iSOLATE‘WEST GERMANY NOT ONLY [E'l}]]129583.4[h][1]>25Yrs
PROM FRANCE BUT INTERNAT IONALLY.

3 COMMIBNT: TPE FOREIGN ‘V'INISTFR SO\TE"‘I\KES

1IAS SUCH MOMENTS OF DISENCHANTMENT WITH THE ATLAN'I‘IC ALLIANCE.
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" 1T 1s CLEAR ONLY THAT THE IDEA OF AN EOC REVIVAL HAS COME UP.
%1% OF THESE PRIVATE REMARKS,

1T SHOULD NOT BE ASSUMED, ON THE Bs:
THAT ANY DECISION BY THE BONN GOVERNMENT IN FAVOR OF SUCH

A EUROPEAN FORCE IMPENDS.)
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