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.mébUTH KOREA: Political Developments o L CTErE

South Korean authoritiees have been able to shift
public attention from dissidence against the government
to the squabbling among rival factione in the major op-
position party. Aside from a fev_student protests, the
nation remaine relatively oalm. |

The move yesterday by the party of President Pak
APPROVED FORRELEASE - Chong~hui to suspend.the.national assembly session for
DATE: AUG 2002 :;several:weeks;c1aa:1y:1q¢;§tended-to;dramatizeAthegdtg’ =
~-.array in"the-opposition -New Democratic: Party.: 'Kim:Yongs
+".sam, the outspoken opposition leader, refuses to recog=:
. nize a recent court-order suspending him from the party -
“presidency. A rival faction in the party brought the
: on with the.evident backing of the Pak govern- -
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{ thodgm e compromise BOIUTIOn Over the court ruling is
¢ possible, Kim may decide to run for reelection to the
4 party leadership at a newly convened party convention,
Fh may carry out his frequent threat to t
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¥ - . ‘Recent public statements by Kim Yong-sam are more -
hqthan'aufficient to justify his arrest under government
4. decrees barring criticism of the Pak governiment. Seoul,
gjhowgvetﬁyknows_that_his arrest probably would cause a -
4-vgtroqgsﬁdreign,as well as domestic reaction and does not

. Wwant to make a martyr of him.. The government instead
%f-!; hias tried to disc

, redit Kim at-home through selective
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_r:towa.fpreignﬂqewspgpet.
i o

————



