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13 December 1963

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Discussion with the President, 13 December -« 9:30 a. m,

1. Introduced General Carter but was unable to explain his
reaponsibilities.

2. Introduced Peer de Silva. The President spoke brisfly of
3 what he expects of the Station nnd the representatives of the Governmen
d in the Saigon community.

3. Reviewad the Checklist. I emphasized (a) the dangers of the
bostages in Bolivia, stating however that while 21 lives are extremely
jimportant, nevertheless, we must avoid a policy decision the conse-
quence of which might mean the lives of an undertermined thousands
of people in the future. In fact I was saylng we must not give the
Communists the upper hand In this argument. I explained the critical

" location of the priscners, and (b) I called the President’s attention to
the international oil situition and the deadlock between OPEC and the
international oll companies and the opening that tlzu is affording the
Italians and possibly the French.

4.
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NOTE: Carter and de Silva lsft the rgom at this time.

5, I told the President that subjact to Rusk's approval, I intended
to lssue a series of articles on the weakness of the Soviet economy,
drainage on their gold supply, over-commitments on foreign aid, ete.
for the political figures who are wavering between ha.ning on the
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Soviets or the West, such as Sukarno and ¢artain South American
countries, so that they will understand they are not leaning on very
much when they lean on the Soviets.

6. Explained that I had given a2 complete briefing to General
Eisenhower and conveyed to the President General Eisenhower's
expression of {riendship and support.

7. Discussed briefly my talk with Robart Kennedy and urged
the President to send a message to Kennedy but not to see him until
after the first of the year. I asked for the President's approval to
invite Kennedy to a¢ccompany me to Saigen.

NOTE: This {uvitation has been extended but Kennedy

felt it was untimely because of psrsonal family commitments,
rezpansibllities to Jackie, concern on the part of his wife,
Mrs. Kennedy, and for other reasons.

8. Mr. Bundy joined in part of these discussions. The President
asked what the Attorney General intended to do, that is, stay on or leave.
I told the President the Attorney General intended to stay on as Attorney
Genseral, but it wae not clear to what extent the President wished him to
become involved in the activities outside the area of the Office of the
Attorney General, such as, intelligence work, NSC problams, counter
insurgency matters, etc. I explained to the President that I had told
Bobby he could not bring back the intimacy of relationship with the
President which he had had with his brother because that was a blood
relationship, not an official relationship. A type of relationship whieh
is seldom found between brothers and never found batween officials,
sither {n business or governmaent.

9. 1 gave the President a copy of the mernorandum on Saviet
Forelgn Ald.
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