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' The Situation in Czechoslovakia
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‘1.- Ihe nmovement of Soviet troops toward Czecho-
slovakia 1s unconfirmed. Nevertheloss, we bolieve Moscow
may.make some show of force designed to intimidate

' anti-Soviet-elements 1n‘Prague. Rumors and unconfirmed
: reporté,offt:qop movements in Poland contlinued to be N
reéeived_and'some have alreédy bocome public ahd pro-

.sumably have rethed Praguo, Noither Prague nor Moscow

- - however;‘hasjdirectly commontod on the current situation.
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sy o Al 2, As of 1545 hours,\\ \
) o Ljrhiaslno silgnificant deployments of Sovlet ground forces .
g Burope oxr within the western.USSR.\
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TSSWG would expoct to see all of these

things 1if the¢Soviets seriously intonded to intervene,
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3. -Some probably cilrcumstantial information hag
- .hecome available.\
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4. In Czechoslovakia, there is no evidence of

EO 12958 3.4(b) (1@AFYUNUSUAL military activity.\
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/Thqré 1s no indication that any Czechoslovak

unite have been placed on an alert status.

5. Restrictions on the travel of journalists and

E0 12958 3.41b) (1)>@3plomats in Warsaw have fed rumors that Soviot troops
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(S) - " arae passingfthrough Poland toward Czechoslovakia,
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leaving:Warsaw during the afternoon of 9 May. At the
same time, the Polish press has continued to express
its "anxiety and concern' over the work of Czechoslovak
"reactionary . antisocialist forces supportod from the
outside," aimed at "dividing Czechoslovakia from the

~bri_:t:heri,ly gocialist countries."
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are areas where' Soviet troops are stationed ox Qhere
they might:pass gprough Poland if they were heading
West. | B .

7. The Soviets probably hope that they can make
thelr point in Prague by tho mero show of readiness to’
1ntervene. Tho Soviets are not likely to make more

”thhan a displny of force without a call for help from
somo segment of the Czechoslovakian Communist party.
0vert1y at-least, they have done little to set the stage
for an a¢tua1,interv6nt1on, such as an announcement of
maneuvers under the Warsaw Pact. There has been a

' : loosening up or Soviet press aud radio covoerage on
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Czechoslovakia,'but'so far this gives no good guidance
- on their intentioué. They have today greatly increased
their broadcast hours in Czeéﬁgvlovakkm@, hut the
content of the broadcasts has not boon exceptional thus
far. | .
| -8.':A Czechbslbvak.ﬁroudcést on 9 May indicates
that informed circles in Prague are feeling~pressura.
-The commontﬁté} ploaded with ''foreign listeners" to
allbw Ciechoslovakia.to build its new society, and
added th#t "the future deponds on how freely we make
ouyx dacgsions.at4home, how tolerant our allies will he....
But far'God‘é'éake let us not havoe oven an implication
'6f a ropetition of fhe iragic history of the reckoning
of Yugoslavia or perhaps oven that of Budapest of 1956....
- Wo WOu}d.lika to commemorate our 50th anniversary (as
a reﬁublic)...not'as a safe pawn or dominated by a
Ioreigﬁ secret police....For this reason I want very
much ﬁy‘Words.to'travel beyond the frontiers of our
country.'. The tenor of this broadcast, which was
beamed_éﬁout 3:OO.P.M. EDT suggests. that up to then

no Soviet troops had orossed tho border.
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