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L DIST 17 mAY 1968
COUNTRY: PANAMA® o
| EO 12958 3.4 (b) (‘l)>%5Yrs

DOIs . 17 MAY 1968 . . | o
SUBJEGTY SITREP AS OF 1130 HOURS LOCAL TIME - oo pese 3.4(5 0
acq: ()

" SHWRCE: .

'}. AS OF 3S2C FORS OB 17 MY 71 NATIONAL GUARD (GR)> STILL
'HAD MO CLUES AS rc 'rw'-" KILLER OF A GN GORPORAL THE FREVIOUS NIGHT
IN DOWNTOWN PANANG cm.

=

TATEML‘.I\.I‘S CONCERNING THE IDENTITY OF THE XILLER

APPEARING LN m-:ws MEDIA CONTROLLED BY THE OPPOSING ~ 8o, 1E708 3.4t >es:

POL L7 Itm FACTIONS ARI.‘ FALG COMMENT ¢ :OT H THE PRO~

ARIAS &\ND THE PRO- ‘;A-IL-D 5 P"cDIA ARZ CLAJTMING TI[AT THE
A53 VTLANT 1s KNOW AND HELLCHOED TO A GGON SQUAD OF THE OT HER SIDE.) -
‘?E SHOTS \JYRL. AL SO i‘IPED IN H{E VICIKITY OF THE HOTEL PANAMA IN
12 EARLY MORNING O 11,10.’!?,_ RLT 'NO CASUALT 1ES WERE REPORTED

T0 T-HE Bl\:’o

EO 12958 3.4(b) (1)>25Yrs
(C) '
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DATE: OCT 2002
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“{ IN PANAFA CITY AND ENVIRONS. } AT. THE MEETING VALLARINO SAID THAT HE -

OFFICER WOLLD ATTE“?PT TO DL'ZVIATF F'ROM THAT POSIT ION. VALLARINO

clarelftoation GW—

- : EO 12958 3.4 (b) (19>25Yrs
ol GL

2, (‘FNFPAL VA...LAI' IMD CALLFD A MEETING OF HIS 0F'FICI:.R€

s DR R

Jon 16 MAY AT_Tﬁ?y,‘S?Qa;mﬁumm.az.n. ATTEND ING WERE ALL THE OFFICERS STAT IONED

WANTED ALL OF HIS OI‘FICERS TO UM)FRSTAND THAT HF VAS IN COMMAND OF THE

B s a2

et e -

GN AND THAT '{I.) co; WAND WOULD BL OBE‘(FD. HE WENT ON TO SAY THAT

e e et 8 Berfirm 754 ok Davierben P DA

VENCEFORTH NO GN OFF'ICFR JWOULD MIX IN THE POLIT ICAL JSITUATION,

e g 3 A N e e BN it &

 ANY OFFICER FOUND DOING S0 WOULD "'E DT.'.MT WIT H IMMED TATEL Y. AND

e A e RN Rt X 1 AR 5 AN b Sk S 1 A 5800 e VR A A AT Y i N L SO AN

HAPQHLY. "THE &N wom_o NAINTAIN IT‘? POSIT ION OF NEUTRALITY AND NO

S I b et e s

im ey I A SIS b e 8 D e S RRED § T

S A T

ENDED THE MEETING BY ‘SAYING THAT IF THERE VERE ANY OFFICERS 1IN
- DISAGREEMENT, THEY couw LEAVE THE GN. NONE OF THE OFFICERS INDI-

s v AR M

e

 (DAREDZANFY D Ie Asm-r,mwr wnH VALLARINO®S STATEMENTS.

3. ON THE NIGHT OF I6 MAY VALLARINO REITERATED THE ABOVE LNFORMAT ION|
AND EXPRESSED HIS INTENTION TO NOTIFY ON 17 MAY ALL OF KIS ZONE'
_CCMMANDERS THAT THEY WERE TO BE COMPLETELY IMPARTIAL. HE SAID
HE WOWD NOT PERMIT THE GN TO BE USED FOR POLITICAL GAIN -BY EIT HER
THE BU OR THE AP. HE SAID IF WE MAD TO DO IT OVER AGAIN, HE

 WOULD RAID THE AP HEADQUARTERS AS WELL AS THE NU. HE SAID HE

BID NOT LIKE TQ SEE THE.SPLIT IN PANAMA POLITICS (MEANING THE

EO 12958 3.4 (b) Vs
(c) | )
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'BREAKING AWAY'OF THE DISSIDENT PARTIES IN THE FORMER GOVERNMENT
.COALITION) AND THAT, IN FACT, HE HAD MORE TRUF FRIENDG ON THE

i e A et e 'y B

MU SIDE THQN DN TUE AP SIDE. COMMENT ING ON THE MUPDER OF THE

fa SRR A 8 o

D) CORPORAL, HE QAID IT WOULO NOoT “URPRISC H1M IF IT HAD B?EN s

e e

CO“”ITThD BY P?O-GOVETNMENT PVRSJNS TRYING T0 PUT THE DLAME oN

N ]

THE NU AND THU PFOVOKING THE 6N TO TAKE ACTION APA!NST THF i

e EO 12958 3.4 (b)

M. (C)

4. ON THE MORNING OF 16 MAY THZ ELETAS AND GENERAL VALLARINO MET
wzru SOME REPUIL ICAN PARTY LEADERS TO TRY TO WORK OUT A DEAL. THE
ELETAS ACKNOWL EDGED THAT ARNULFO ARIAS HAD WON THE ELECT ION BY A FAIRLY
BIG MARGIN AND SAID THEY WERE WILLING TO ACKNOWLEDGE SAMUDIO'S
'DEFEAT OVER RADIO AND TV IF THEY WERE GUARARGEED IMMUNITY FOR THTH-
SELVES AND THEIR COMMERCIAL INTERESTS. THE G¥ WOULD GUARANTEIE
.THE AGREENENT, IT WOULD ALSC EE UMDERSTO0D THAT VALLARINO WOULD
STEP DOWN WITH HIS SUCCESSOR BEING APPOINTED FROM WITHIN T HE GUARD

| AND THAT THE RANK STRUCT(RE WOULD NOT BE DISTURBED, THE MAIN ONES
wdc WOULD LOSE our UNDZR SUCH AN AARANGEMENT WOULD BE SAMUDIO,
" JOAQUIN mRANCO, AND THEIR COLLASORATORS, SO QUITE NATURALLY THEY

(C)
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'wom.b PREYER A coup ‘D'.ETAT IF NECESSARY. IT
I' NOI' KNOWN WHF’T]IER AR NULTO ARIAS WILL ACCEPT SUCH AN ARRANGEMENT

AND. /E’T UILL BE UP TO THE REPUBL ICANS AND OT HER DISSIDENT PARTY LEADERS
TO TRY TO CONVINCE. HIM,

. ()
5. - AT ABOUT 1200 HOURS ON 16 MAY MAS VALLARINO, ACTING WITH THE .

KNOWLEDGE QF THE GEBERAL DISCUSSED WITH INOCENCIO GALINDO, ANIRAL
GALINDO HARRY S’I‘RUNZ, AND PABLO THAYER (ALL RELATIVES OF THE VALLARINOS
AND' NU. ..rUPPORTERS) THE 'GENERAL"S CONVIC’I‘ ION THAT ARNULFO ARIAS HAS WOM
THE ELECTION AND THE GENERAL'S FEARS REGARD ING FROBABLE PERSECUT LON

OF THE &N AND FR'IFND:S SUCH AS THE ELETA BROTHERS BY ARIAS. SHE AGREERD

TO A FROPOSAL THAT JUAN DE ARCO GALINDO, NU LEADER WHO WAS NOT AT THE

MEETING, APPROI\CH ARIAS ON 17 MAY TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION AND

SECURE THE REQUIRF‘D ASSURANCES, o, e 41
6 REPORTEDLY, EARLY ON THE MORNING OF 17 MAY VALLARINO AND HIS.

TWO DEPUTY COMMANDERS MET WITH ARNULFO ARIAS, AUGUSTO "SAMY™ BOYD,

JUAN DE ARCO GALINDO, AND RUBEN CARLES AT THE HOME OF STRUNZ. THE

MEETING WAS CORD IAL, AND VALLARINO REPORTEDLY SAID HE WOULD RECOGNIZE

ARIAS AS PRESIDENT'-ELE_CT. IF THE RESULTS SHOWED ARIAS HAD WON THE GN
WOULD ACCEPT- THLS AS THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE. ARIAS SAID HE WOULD TAXC
N0 RETALIATORY ACT ION AGAINST THE GM, SAID HE WANTED THE GN TO

i . . EO 12958 3.4(b) (1}>25Yrs
1 §=E- ~-E-T : (C)
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REMAIN NEUTRAL, AND THAT THE GN SHOULD ARREST ALL THOSE WHO COMNIT @
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CRIMES, WHETHER THEY BE AP CR W suppurtzns.}
7. GENERAL VALLAR IND IS
SLOWLY ISOLATING THE RAGIDLY FRC~SAMUD 10 GROUP WIT HIN THE
e . EO 12958 3.4 (b) (

GN. (FIELD COMMENT s THIS UBSERVATION MAY NOT BE ()

ERTIRELY OBJECT IVR

IT 1S GENERALLY
~CONSISTENT, HOWIVER, WITH 0T R:IR ML VPORTING 10 THE EFFECT

| THAT VALLARLNO 1§ TRYING TG MIVE iHTIO A NEUTRAL POSITION WHILE
THE TORRTJOS CiTUUE IS TRYING TG FORCE THE GR TO STAND FIRM

SEHIND SAMUDIO.)

EO 12958 3.4 (b)
()

1

" t
4

THE PRINGIPAL MEMBERS

GF THT FRO-SAMUD LG GROP NOW ARE TORR IS0S, PUELIC RELAT IONS
" OFFICER ~BOBBY™ HERNANDEZ, MAJGR FRED BOYD, AND MAJOR JUAN

BERNAL o MAJOR RAMIRC SILVERA, Wil0 HAS ACTED AS A GO-BETWEEN,

HAS SLIPPED TO THE EDGE OF THE GROGUP.
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5. ARNULFG ARIAS 15 VERY f’ONFle NT AND STATES THAT A ..»OLUTION 10

~— e it T

THZ PRE )?I‘JT DIFF‘ICULT POLH’ ICAL SITUATION HA S BEEN FOUND. KE

- e
e

PREDICTED 'IHAT T"ﬂ'. GN WDULD ISSUF ) ('O‘Y)MUNIQU:' WITHIN 24 HOUR EXPRfs-
3 fb‘G Il WILLINGNE"" 10 A"‘(‘t.PT I'H:. DI:.CJ.SION oF THL NATIONAL ELC(’TION»

e e

EO4RD AS TO THE FUTURE PRESIDENT OF PANAMA

He. CONSID"'Ru VALLARINO TO 3E 1IN CONTROL oF

| THE NAT LOWAL GLARD CLLING 45 AR EXAMALE A REPORT THAT LT. COL. f8ﬂ2958 24

O AR TORPIJO‘ HAD nEl 1) OFFER‘"D THF POSlT ION OI' CONWANDANT BUT
)MD lt‘)ML’DIATELY REPORTED THE OFI'ER TO VALLARINO.

i ~ - |
9l 'D1SSEM: -STATE, ARMY, NAVY, AIR, PANGANAL, CINGSO,
crucLam, . . . | ‘
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