5 SUBJECQ? ¢+ —  Caribbean Legion e~ ;?
.V 1. It is requested that. the Latin American Branch 3
prepare a brief report on the Caribbean Legion-’ covering “w"‘,ff\
a8 far as possible the following points: L Y

a. A brief history of the movement (about
one paragraph).

b. " Current strength and centers of organi-
zation and training.

¢c. Arms and sources of Supply.
d. Orientation (is it essentially mercenary?)

- ‘ e. Leadership (strength, ability, capability to
command alleglance, identification of leaders). -

- f. Would it be an asset to a liberal or leftist

.. government in the area in case of a revolution against L
that government? How soon could it be mobilized and £
trained? Total potential strength? Liabilities or g
weaknesses?

- g. Could it Dbe bought for support of a revolution
against such a governmment? If so, how valuable would
it be to any group it might support?

2. Deadline date for this request is 18 December 1953.
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groups of exiles and.polltlcal dlssidents who are~cont1nua11y
plottlng to seize ‘power. in their respectlve countries. . If or-
ganized, the group probably has:the liberal- ~leftist . orientatio
of the- earller Legion, but its. immedlate objectives ‘and ius
leaders probably differ,; inasmuch as. the most important exile
groups at the present time are. Venezuelan and Cuban; in contrast
to the Nlcaraguan and Pominlcan ‘elements which formerly domlnate
the Legion. : :
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'Guatemala and Prio of Cuba.

were on 1ntinete terms with Figueresvand PreSidenfs Arevalo of
In December 1948 President Somoza

of Nlcaragua, acting to forestall an attempt by the Legion against

his government, promoted an - 1nvasion or Costa Rica by adherents

N

of the deposed costa Rlcan reglme. The»speeny_lnnerventibn o1




made a second abortlve attempt to 1nvade the Dominican Republic

from bases 1n Guatemala.‘ After thls demonalizing fnilure, the
revolutionarles dlspersed and,'reportedly, only ahskeleton
general staff remained organized 1ntGuatema1H for a while.

(b) Current strength nnd:centers,ot.o g ization 577‘

The Caribbean Legion, as constltuted several years ago
is probably no longer in existence as an effective orgsnization

'Althougb investlgations by Us embassy officials-and serviz







Nicaragﬁah rejelutidhéfj;fﬁdelbeffo Teffes who‘headed the

leftiSf factieh of tﬁe Legion, is now rega‘dedﬁas pro—Communist.e
There were undoubtedly some mercenaries in the;LegiOQ, thqugh
they do not seem to have predominated

If a new greup_with Legion objectives;ehould.ﬁe_formed,
Commﬁnisfs would heve an exeeiient channeiffef_infiltfating
that organization through the numbers of Conmunist-influenced”
exiles now in Guatemala, Prominent anong these ‘are Salvadorans,e
Hondurans, gnd Nicaraguans.

(e) Leadership:
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dent Arevalo of Guatemala,-in Pfimidenw;FféuefeS’

Rica. Nevertheless, the Gua.tema.la.n government is ca.reful
‘to mainta1n good diplomatic relations with Cuba.; s
.'(gl Gould it be bought for support of revolution against such

a government? If so, how vaIuaBIé would it be to any group
it might support? v Pl L e

Whlle ‘the Legion probably does not exist as an armed

force dedicated 1mpartia11y to thefdefense of_democracy;

group of revolutlonarles exiled from'one eountry could-con—r
celvably undertake a committment againqt,thecgovernment of

another country in exchang for a pr'mise of as ist"nce_in'




liberal or lettist regime could only be speculative.




