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There are being transmitted to each addressee two covies
each of two memoranda of conversation written by &kr. John
Calvin HILL, Jr., Second Secretary of fmbassy. As will
.be'noted, the conversations were held by HILL with €

I alleged personal representative of General
Migzuel YDIGORAS Fuentes. The first of these two memoranda
is dated 30 January 195l, and the other 1 February 195l.

Photostatic copies of those documents mentioned in both
memoranda were Torwarded to addressee stations under cover

of HZG-A-698,

Jyrus E. Burnette
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Two memoranda as noted

li February 195l
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January 30, 1954

MEMOR ANDUM OF CONVERSATION
Partioipants: { o A avowed Personal Represen-
S ‘ative oI Ueneraf idiguel YDIGORAS Fuentes.

Mr, John Calvin Hill, Jr. Second Secoretary of
Embassy.

C tho had twice called previously represeating
himgsuir as a rormer secretary of Ceneral Miguel YDIGORAS Fuentes,
- the Guatemalan exile leader in El Salvador, dropped in at his -

own initiative yesterday afternoon and, when I sent word I was
too busy to see him until the following morning, asked 1f he
oould came up for two mimutes. When I agreed he gave me two
thisk envelopes of material to read, saying he had a few days
ago got back from El Salvador where he had conferred with the
General. I said I would read ths material provided. He said
sne-of the envelopes contained material whioh had to be re-
turned to El Salvador, that he had intended to send 1t baock
his own channels, but that due to the recent arrests he
wan&erad whether we could not send the material to an address
in Bl Salvador through diplomatic ohannels. I said I regretted
that I oould not &iscuss the matter in any way because I had
not read the doocuments and had to get off an urgeant report. I
asked if he could come in on Monday, February 1, at 11 o ‘eclock
and he agreed. .

¢ to me extolling General Ydigoras, analyzing
varions poss ways $0 end the Arbenz "Communist™ goverament
and obneluding that the only practical way was for U.S, seoret
agents very disareetly to organize and finance a goup 4'état by
Army africers. . ,

" The aooond envelope oontained a letter purporung to be
~signe& by the General (the signature has not been cheoked) as
higs personal representative in Guatemala, and a series of docu-
ments: conserning the relations of the General with Colonel Carlos
CASTILLO Armas, the exile lsader in Honduras, and other oppoaitien

groups.
Ooples and photostats of this eorrespondence are attached.

I.acer._, a'spoains the envelopes, I found a 1ang'le'£ter

HCHill:es
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

Partioipants: [:N T T ’]évawed personal represen-
tavive or General el YDIGORAS Fuentes.

Mr. Jobn Calvin Hill, Jr., Becoand Seoretary of
Embaaay .

Pursuant to our brief conversatioa of January BO,L: ‘QE:]
called this morning ia relation to ths documents he had brought
in on that day and which I had in the interval discovered to
oconsist of a suggestion that the U, 3. Government attempt to over-
throw the Arbeng Administration by using unéercover agents to
bring about aan Army rebellion and also of a series of purportedly
original documents of correspondence between General YDIGORAS
Fuentes and CASTILLO Armas and others, '

-J opened by saying that he had been to El Salvador
on tae Ldth or lanst month and had talked extensively with Ydigoras
Fuentes. The letter ha had addressed to me was based on notes
he had made of the General's views. Ydigoras Fuentes, he said,
was fed up with Castillo Armae who had wasted all the funds he
had hed and whose organization was infiltrated dy Guatemalan
Government agents ([ ~ ~Jadded that the recent government
publication of photostatic ddouments of the Ydigoras Fuentes-
Castillo Armas eorrespondence proved this and further that it
was known that JuatfPEROS and Lio ,OORONA
Armas' organization'were Guatemalan Governmsnt agents). The
General felt he should never have signed the pact.

- C ('IShen went on to say that General Ydigoras had
suggested he dome to the Embassy with Lic. Guillermol ViLA
Cordova, but that this was impossible dus to the latter's arrest
and deportation. He decided to gsome himself to give their view
that it was impossible to do anything against the Arbenz Adminis-
tration without U. S. aid. He told me a lot of Guatemalans had
done something to aid Castillo Armas® pPlans finanoially and now
they would be even more disillusioned. He alluded to my state-~
ment in an earlier conversation that the U. S. pursued a non- |
intervent ionist polioy and said he recognized our problem. How~
ever, his only purpogse inm ooming was to emphasize that unless

the U. 8. did something, there would be no golution and the situ~
ation was getting worse and worse. He hoped that despite our
@iffioult situation we would find our way olear to find a solue
tion, but emphasized that the hand of the U. 5. Government and
the Embassy should be hidden.

i

(Copy)




G

Wy

/

_the name otk

~8e
SE

Replying to him, I said that we were always grateful to
receive the views of Guatemalans on our poliocy toward this
country but, as he himself had reao zed, we were commnitted to
& polioy of non-intervention and this Presented problems that
were outside his competence or mine to decide. That we were
geriously concerned about Communiam in Guatemala was Lo secret
and had besn made svident in meny official statements. Natue
rally, we were interested in all views a8 to how to solve thisg
problem and hig suggestions would be studied, bdbut all sorts of
factors ware involved as well as our pon-interventionist policy
and there was nothing he and I could do to pureue the subjeot.
Meanwhile, I continued, I had noted that he had made a point
that in any case the Embassy should not be involved in any of
the activities he suggested, and wondered whether 1t would not
be better to let the present atmosphere settle befcre any more
calls of thisngture. :

Ialso told  ~  hrat our regulat ions were most atriot

abput send ing unofficial maTerial through osur pouch and that it

would therefore be impossible to return the documents to El
SBalvedor as he had suggeeted at our last 1pterview.

Jook the foregoing in good grace. Ee €ave me

" Jshould we ever wish to g6t in toucn with him, end askea

7/ ir ‘he could pick up the documents later as 1t would be suicidal

to take them until he had figured out a way to dispose of them,
I seid that they were his dooumentas and, of edurse, we could not
force him to take them. They would be available at 4ia convenience,

JCHill:os ' /
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