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1. It seems reasonably certain that a majority considers the
government's "white paper' charges to be pure fantasy and an
expression of the fear and uncertainty prevailing in government
-circles. By revealing stich fear and uncertainty it also appears
that the government has dissipated much of the hopelessness that
has long enervated opp031t10nists. Although internal anti-govern-
ment groups and individuals will probably not be inspired to
immediate and effective action by reason of this new-found hope
(because of the government's retaliatory powers), it is believed
that most members of the articulate upper and middle classes here
are now convinced that the Arbenz regime probably will not survive.
Again, it is belleved;thataexternal forces will be decisive! As
~stated in the last pr ouSlbarometer report, it does not_ appear

- that the government' ki o 1y “substantial '’ solidarlty

’ *thr"ugh the "white- "ns, but the incident is being
in the..devotion:. offpresent
étemalan sentimen:
can<:ountr1es.'”'

XCEp -for contlnued edltorials 1n “the offlcial and 1ndependent
' .press, interest’in and: speculation” concérning the'White papert
- hag quickly sub51ded Thefcommunlst—sponsored pro- government
~ manifestation held on Friday, 5 February 195, in protest against
fn;the alleged conspiracy was not a success desplte claims to the
¢ ntrary. On-the-spot - observers reported‘only a small group of
PO~ government mllltants in attendance. The "several thousands"
s _feported in the 1oca1 press are sald tor have been mostly curious
'*gﬁw_fgby-standers.v; -

3. The expulsion of an American priest and two American newspapermen
. has caused considerable speculatlon and angry charges that the
government is guilty: of suppression of freedom of religion and free-
dom of the press, but a paucity of reports from other than press
sources precludes an accurate appraisal of these incidents except t
note with certainty that the government has fuzﬁher antagonized the

" already hostile independent press and caus 4] gnatiben -among
o Catholics. : - - ‘
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