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L _m¢5p1 . DATE: RMN277%M )
2@ Chief of Station, .Guatemala INFO: Washington

SUBJECT: GENERAL— PBSUCCESS

SPECIFIC— Reporting of Current Developments to Lincoln

Reference: HGG-A-68l

1. We have found from experience in the last few days that it is
a physical impossibility for the staff of this station to make
separate reports on the usual report forms of information re-. -
ceived from various ‘sources and get it to Lincoln in time for
1t to be used to adVantagéjand,pnbperly]interpretgd‘with-other
. iInformation received by Lincoln without establishing some means
within the station bf_recordingAprdﬁﬁtly'all information.receivéd,
having it typed immediately, and having it ready for dispatch
‘when' the pouch closes, We have”therefbre'establiShed'a'syStem ’
of preparing what might be called a running memorandum of develop-
ments, to which memorandum information is. contributed by theé various:
.. members of this staff when received by'the station's many ‘sources.
" Attached is the first of the memor ' g :
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It will bé noted "
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_ °.running memorandum:
hich pouches depart. re

€ , ' dentity number; e set.for
X hfmémorandUm”aﬁd“Lincolﬁ“ﬁnd=Headqﬁafters will be advised by
cable as to the identity of each where i1t is considered important -
and by separate pouch in the absence -of such necessity.,

It will be noted that there Will bs - or
sveral days between each date o
able to protect sources,’ se

“li.  The utilization of this system is thought to be the most rapid and
- satisfactory means of reporting our coverage. . Of course, from time
to time cables summarizing information as it is received will be
sent- to Lincoln and Washington when the information is"'of such
. nature that a cable is warranted. To avoid duplication, where
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information is included in a cable it will not necessarily be
set forth in the memorandum.

ASAY

The emplovment of tils system is, of course, subisct to the
arvroval of wincoln and ieadguarters and if trere 1s any ob-

jection we would arrreciate veinz advised by cabil

inclosure:
Running memorandum as noted

27 January 1954

. /cmn

Vistribution:
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3-%ash w/att
1-Files w/att




FREMORANDUL

25 January l@SM

1. On the aftginoon of 25 January 195l Idertity 1 advised that
Carlos H.YRUIZ is making plans to leave Justemala for the
U.S. claddestinely on or prior to 1 February 195L; that R7IZt
wife and children currently are hiding in the U.S.; and that
RUIZ himself is extremely fearful of his personal safety.
RUIZ told ldentity 1 that he would leave quickly in the
immediate future but that Identity 1 should not worry con-
cernings certain financial oblisations which RUIZ owes Identity
1. 1Identity 1 described RUIZ as a high ranking official of
the DAN. TIdentity 1 said that RUIZ is in a highly agitated
state and is extremely nervous.

(F-2) C.E.B.

2. On the afternoon of 25 January 195h Identity 1 advised that
on the evening of January 23 he was a gusst at a cocktail
varty given by the First Secretary of the Salvadoran Embassy.
Upon arriving at the residence of the first Secretary Identity
1 noticed a woman in a hysterical state attempting to call
friends from the house of the First Secretary by telephone.
Icdentity 1 was told by guests at the cocktail rarty that the
woman's name was FERNANDEZ and that her husband had been
arrested by Guatemalan authorities as they entered the premise
of the First Secretary to attend his cocktail rarty. The same
Identity 1 stated that later that night and on the following
morning Mrs. FERVANDEZ and friends were told by volice authori
that they knew nothing of FERNANDEZ and denied that he had bee
arrested, : o

(F-2) : _ : ~ C.E.B.

Comment: On 2k January 195l impacto, Guatemal#h daily newspaper,
carried an article which stated that Gabriel}YFERNANDEZ Giovannett
had been arrested while he and his wife wej en route to a party
on 23 January. o . B

3. 1Identity 2 advised that about noon he saw by’ chance an 18 year

' old youth who is the nephew of Lic. ManuelJORELLANA Cardona
and upon inquiry as to how Lic. ORELLANA (ardona is getting
along he was informed that the Licenciado is all right but
more or less in hiding and not getting out on the streets.
The youth, whose names is unknown to the source, stated that
he had information that numerous members of the Aero Club
(civil air club with headquarters at Aurora Airport, Guatemal
City) had been arrested by the government and that the govern-
mént was claiming that they had been engaced in the transporta
tion of arms and ammunition into Juatemala from the outside.

Bvaluation: Immediate source - B; Origzinal source - F; Content -

K.S.G,
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25 January 195l

li. Identltv 2 advised that on 25 January 195l he was contaced at
his office by Identity 3, an antl—communlst student connectec
with CEUA, who stated that he had ece;ved information which
he,considered true that Sr. Marié%%OLANOS, a fairly prominent
atemglan businessman; a youth Aiamed FERNANDEZ, and Rodolfo
Wdiendoza, who is in charge of the Aero Club, had been arrestsd
by the crovernment N
Evaluation: Immediate source - B; Orlglna¢ source - F; Yontent --

K. S. G.

5. Identity li called to my attention on 25 January 195l that the
press had ported the arrest of the following persons: Lic.
Guillermo¥DAVILA Cordova, who had previously been reported to
ldentity as claiming to be a pers~nal represantative of
General IDIGORAS Fuentes; Saturnino BARRERA, and Gabriel
FERNANDEZ.

.Comment: It ig noted that in El Imparcial on'the evening. of
25 January 1 it was stated That among e persons detained
were RobertgfCASTILLO Slnlbal%?? Gabrie ERNANDEZ, Lic. Guillerr:

AVILA Corgova, and José MarigkGUZMAN, opposition newspaper ma=n
and Oscar BERGER the latter fiaving been put at liberty.

Evaluation: B-Doc. K.S.G.

6. Identity S advised on 25 Januarv that Roberto CASTILLO Sinibai:l
~ majority stock holder of Radio Uiro, disappeared on Saturday
afternoon, 23 January, and that police have denied that they
are holdlng him; that CASTILLO Sinibaldi had been approached
by persons seeking funds for revolutionary purposes and when
he refused to give such assistance, he was approached by the
- same persons for names of two radio operators to be trained
in the U.S. for a courle of months, with which request he alsco
refused to comply; that CASTILLO Slnlbaldl has been talking to
‘several of his "friends" about the requests made of him and
it is conjectured that police are trying to extract the names
of the vpersons who made contact with him. ~Identity 5 stated
that he received the information from a source he considered
reliable who claimed the information dlrectly from the wife
of CASTILLO Sinibaldi.

Evaluation:_ Immediate source: C;_Original source: F; Content: 3.

K.S.G.




- MEMORAN DUM

27 January 1954

1. On the evening of 26 January 1954, Identities € and ,
were interviewed jointly. Both were definite in their statements
the effect that feeling against the Guatemalan government is now
running as high as it did immediately prior to the 1944 revolution
Both are of the opinion that this anti-government feeling extends
to all social levels in Guatemala. (Evaluation: C=3) cr 3

é

2. Both Identities £ and ;’,7’ claim thst the current wave
of arrests in Guatemala City as well as the fiery press releases
from the government describing subversive activities against the
government 1s being done by the government for a real purpose., By
arresting enough people and by erying publicly that the government
is being threatened the Guatemalan authorities hope to create a
sufficiently strong excuse to suspend all guarantees (declare a St=
of Siege.) By suspending guarantees, the government will be able
to control the press in Guatemala, force the papers to print only
that news dictated to them or close the papers if necessary. They
will be able to control local radio broadcasting statinns and possl
"Jjam out" foreign broadcasts. The government is desirous of contrs
such channels of communications in order to keep the Guatemalan
people in ignorance of what whll be happening during the forthcomir
Caracas Conference. The government believes it will be embarrassed
at the conference whether or not Guatemalan delegates attend. The
have decided to attend but will attempt to keep the Guatemalan publ
in the dark as to the outcome ~ hence its desire to suspend guarant
at home, (Evaluation: (C«3) CE R

& _

3. Identity X claims that machine guns, mortars, rifles,
ammunition and hand grenades are being sent to the Guatemalan
authorities from an unknown country behind the Iron Curtain via Rey
Dutch Airlines (KIM). Source sated the weapons arrive in crates an
ere loaded into government trucks directly from the plane. Source
pointed out that few passengers travel to and from Guatemala by KILM
which uses a DC~6; that those few passengers are usually Guatemalan
government officials; and that the plane ‘lands here but once each
week., Source was unable to state the approximate number of items
recelved here thus far but stated the plane has been unloading the
crated materiel for the past two months. (Evaluation: C=3)

6
" 4, Identity 4 stated that 500 machine guns have just bee.
pirchased by the Guatemalan Guardia Civil. The weapons are of Belg
make but were brought to Guatemala from Czechoslovakia. One Frank
{Polasek, a local businessman, is reportedly the person who engineer:
/ the transaction. Source was unable to describe the guns. :
(Evaluation: C=3) 4




e
5. Identity ¥ stated he had learned the following from

Identity Z: During the religious pilgramage held January 13-16, 19

at Esquipulas, Guatemala ("Black Christ of Esquipulas") 156 men hagd
crossed the Honduran-Guatemalan border to attend the pilgramage.
Instead of just those 156 men returning to Honduras, Identity 3gsta
500 had aossed into Honduras and that they made their way to the
border village of Nueva Ocotepeque, Honduras. ZFrom there they were
taken by truck to an unknown point in Honduras. Identity B@was of
the definite opihion those 500 Guatemalans were recruoited to fight
against the Guatemalan government and that they will return to

Gua temala with others soon. (Evaluation: C(C=3) ;S CE®

6 i

6. Identity & stated that Colonel AIfonsoBALGARA Filofia
has just been appointed by the Guatemalan governmenf to act as
Military Attaché”and Consul in Nueva Ocotepeque, Honduras. His
duties will be to attempt to keep track of individuals who jump the
border. Source was amused at the assignment as he believes everyon
in Guatemalas City now knows of Colonel ALGARA's "sedret mission."
(Evaluation: (C~3) o~



