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‘Reference - (a) HGG-A-658
’ (b) HGG-A-613

1. Reference (b) noted-that ¥the feeling of expectancy previously noted is defin
.. '~ spreading" and "widespread hopelessness and apathy have,by. no means-been enti
- dissipated, but there has been a significant change in Tecent weeks. . Tt appe
that the majority still feel that external forces will be: the’ deciding :factor

-any movement designed to remedy ex:Ls‘b:Lng condltlons.“

The above descrlptlon of preva.:.ling attitudes is still pert:l.nen'b., except 'bha't
feeling of expectancy and resulting tension is more pronounced This does nc
essarily mean that immediate anti-government : _act:Lon i
opposrbion and. pro-government .elements appear.%‘ 0n
- table'in. a matter of weeks or a few months...
ber ‘of well-n.nformed :mdigenons corrbacts state

“for', Smtzerland on 18 January (has ca.used
. .Some sources allege that he has been exiled:as
. reported conflicts arising from: appllcatlon of
_ '_especia.]ly because ©of: the recent illegal invas -
" Guatemala, area (those :.nvas:l.ons having been enc urag

iPEILEG% leéading comminist agitator).. However, most

I HRRTINEZ, went to Switzerland for the. purp! epe
-__.A,;money 'hhere i‘or h:unse]i‘ and/or Pres:.dent ABBE
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be _Unexpected government actlon agalnst oppos:Lt:Lon personalltles
‘period is another factor of major importance. One person; has bx :

" another's home has been searched, and a third is'reportedly h:Ldlng to
avoid arrest. (A1l were prev::.ous]y identified’in SGUAT 015.) It ‘seems
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highly possible that such action will serve to deter overt opposition to the
governmment since a show of force has previously engendered fear and suspen—
sion or diminution of anti-government activity. On the other hand, such
action may also demonstrate that the government is deterwmined to resist and
suppress opposition regardless of the consequences. Government leaders may
also entertain the belief that they are capable of defeating whatever forces
may be mounted against them. Such confidence and determination could, of
course, reflect greater government support than had been anticipated and lead
to unexpectedly strong resistence when and if the long rumored counter-
revolution is initiated by opposition forces.

It is believed highly significant to quote a portion of a statement by Ramon
Q, manager of the independent daily newspaper El Imoarcial, which appeared
in that paper on 19 January 195):

". .« . . Ido not figure in the ranks of the anti~communists because . . .

it has been proven that those ranks do not have political content. They are
simply 'anti', nothing more. They clamor for the extirpation of the commnist
threat in our country, without offering any form of government. The majority
of the 'antis! favors a return to dictatorship . . . . . I am not anti-commnist
because I favor a government of the center, which the communists as well as the
'antis! abhor . . . . M

In addition to the foregoing statement which reflects a significant attitude
for psychological barometer purposes, it is deemed important to report on the
experiences of Tliot P. RAZMARA since he returned to Guatemala. .

It will be recalled thaté%AZMARA previously served in this country. Since his
arrival on 15 Jamuary 19 € has unavoidably met numerous persons whom he

knew during his previous tour of duty here. Many of these persons were students
in 1950-51; now they are members of the professional ‘classes, teachers, self-
employed, etc. Also, according to RAZMARA, these persons were previously
strongly anti-government; some reportedly participated in anti-government mani-
festations and activities. Now, however, these same persons are pro-government
and strongly opposed to the elements that seek to overthrow the present regime.
This does not mean that they are pro—communist, but it does mean, according to
RAZMARA, that the opposition has failed to convince a considerable segment of
the population that a change of government is necessary or desirable. These
persons reportedly cited certain positive accomplishments of the Arbenz govern—
ment, future plans for economic improvements, etc., and compare these facts
with the negative program (or total lack of program) of the oppositionists
which consists of nothing more than "anti-communism, * .

According to RAZMARA, these persons strongly approve of the agrarian reform,
highway and port vonstruction, control of foreign enterprises, etc., as nec—
essary to the economic, political and social progress of Guatemala. Although
basically anti-communist for ideological reasons, they have not responded to
negativism (i.e., mere anti-communism which to them connotates a return to

stagnant dictatorship).
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STATION COMMENT: Manifestations of this anti-communist but pro-government
attitude have been noted in the past, but the foregoing data suggests that
the percentage of the population entertaining such views may possibly be
larger and more significant than we had previously thought.

d. "Anti-intervention® propaganda and attacks against OAS meeting at Caracas,
Venezuela, continue without let-up in the official and/or communist press
in an obvious effort to rally pro-government sentiment. Except for the possi-
ble conversions noted in sub-para. 2c above, it has been impossible to measure
the efficacy of this propaganda. However, it is reasonably certain, as pre-
viously reported, that it does serve to encourage the unity of pro-government
individuals and groups. '
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