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Chief of Station, Guutemala

Washinzton
PBRSUCCESS
Information Regarding Anti-Government Plans

Reference: HGG-A-635, HGG-A=600

1. Attached for the information of Lincoln and Headquarters
is a copy of a letter from the American Ambassador to Wr.
Raymond G. LEDDY of the Department of State and dated
19 January 195L.

2. Also enclosed is a copy of the memorsndum attached to the
above letter and prepared by Andrew B, WARDLAW, First
Secretary in the American Embassy. It is'thought that
this information maey be 6f interest in connection with
the ébove project., It was,sﬁpplied by the same source

as that of reference (1).

" Enclosure: Clara M, Hesagey
" Letter and Memorandum a&s noted

: 19.January 195

2-Linc w/2 att
3-¥ash w/2 att
1-Filen w/2 att




American Embassy,
Guatemala City, Guatemala,
January 19, 195k,

OFFICIAL - INPOFKAL
SECRET « SECURITY INFOTY/ATION

Dear Ray:
Enclosed is a further memorandum on antie-
government activity in Suatoemala,

Sincerely yours,

John E, Peurifoy
Enclosure:

Copy of Memorandum,

REaymond G, Leddy, Eaquire,
Officer in Charge,
Central America and Fanams Affairs,
Room 44103, Hew State,
Department of State,
Washington, D, C,

AW /mm



o

P - SECURITY INFORMATION

January 19, 1954
MEMORALDUM
TO : The Ambassador
PROM: Andrew B, ¥ardlaw

SJBJECT: Further Information Regarding Anti-Government Plans
' by Source of Report of Janusry 10, 195k

The anti-Jovernment.leaders intend to strike next month
before the Caracas Conference., They contemplate an invasion
from Honduras and simultaneous uorisings in all parts of Guate-
mala., In most places these uprisin~s are expected to meet with
fmmediate success, but in Cuatemala City, Puerto Rarrios, Zacaps,
end other polnts, they arse likely to encounter strong resistance.
These l:aders are not particularly concerned about opposlition
from the Army, which taey believe will be lergely neutral or
divided, but they are worricd about shock troops composed of
selected workers who have been organized and, presumsably, trained.
They &lso are worried ebout the police. They are particularly
conrerned about the possibility of heavy street fighting and
rossibly mobt actlion by workers and. indians especially bdbrought
into Suatemala City to protect the Government.

To arm their rforces in the country adequately, thers is
needed, in addition to present weapons, 200 1light mechine guns,
20 heavy machine guns, 1,000 sub-machine guns, 3,000 explosive
hand grenades, 200 incendiery hand grenades, 10 wortars, and
gurprlies of pistols end rifles. Apparently arms for invading
forces constitute no problem, ané singularly enough, no mention
has been made of a need for airplanes,

There 1s a steady stream of men leaving the country by
train, rlane, and particularly by highway, goling to join the
prospective invading forces In Honduras.

The anti-Communlst forces need money (£20,0200 to £4C,000)
for'use in Guatemala in prevaring a climets for thelr move.
They wish to carry on a campalsn of propesjanda in the press, in
leaflets, and in pamphlets. This would probably be done by the
rezzlar anti-Communist organizations in the country and would be
as open as nossible, Once the movement begins money will be
needed for paying troops. (I emphasized to my contact that they
must not look to us for nmoney slnce we would have notuing to do
with their movement,) lie indicated that money was not needed for
forcez now outside of the country or for winning over key army or
other personnel, ‘
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in efrort will ve made to zilve us some kind of forewarning
on tne attempt through a local person {(1).

The leaders are concerned about the possibility of rioves by
the Sovernment and the “ommunists to anticipate the attempt by
the anti-Communists. They fear the Uovernment supperters might
staze a "Bogotazo" in which mobs would kill anti-Communist lesaders
and sack their homes, taking their records and arms. In such a
circumstance the mols would probably be not too discriminating
about whose homes they were plllaging. Possibly the CGTG's Con-
agress at the end of this month mizht serve as an occasion for un-

lecashing such an attack against opronents of the Covernmoent.

[:- e :lthat Llc. Julio GOH_Z radilla, well
known pro-Jomnunist magisirale, recently toid his fatihier, Jullo
GOMTZ Robles, that the Government actually 1s expecting &n in-
vasion f{rom Honduras ani El Salvador, and the CGovernment has
decided that when 1t bezins 1t wili take "hostages" by arresting
tne most prominenti members of the opposition, anti-Communiscs,
and members of the wealtny classes as well a s people knoun for

- their pro-hmerican sympathles. Lists of persons to be arrested
are already vropared,

The anti-Communists thinik that it Is possible, although not
probable, that pro-Jovernment army leaders such as Diaz or Sanchez
mi-nt seize power and force a partial clean~up of the situation
before the anti-Comrmunists caunlaunch thelr movement. This would
create a difficult problem for the anti-Communists. However, they
believe that such a group could not remain long in power.

#y contact gave me the name of an individual who he says is
the Internal Civilian lcader of the movement (2).

In the event my contact leaves the city, his contects would
1ike to keep the present chunuel of communications with the m-
bass» open, and a&ave sugzested namss (1 and 3). I said that we
woulsd be zlad to hsar from zither ol taem.

Barrios Pefia is not trusted by this group whose principal
leader is Castillo aApmas. DBarrios Yeila is sitting alone in El
Smlvador without friends or suprorters. It was pointed out that
i1t wsc strange that Jsrrios ~efia's brother who 1s a candidate
for Hayor of Juatemala City was connected witn every unsuccessful
attempt against thoe Governments of Arevalo or Arbenz, but was
never arrested.

The recent publications by the CEAUCE, the comalttec ol
exilsd anti-Communist students in ilonduras, outline the platform
of the CA group ané were made with full authority from Ci.
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Popadoupclis, the Secretary of the Guardia Judicial, the
Secret Police, waa founder o the “omrunist Farty in Puerto
Barrios, :

The Juatemalen Zovernment is trying to purchase sone
P=51%s fror Costa Ricsa,

Clemente Marroquin Fojas, the anti-US, anti-Communist
editor of Imracto, etc., is god-father to President Arbenz!
son, Jacobito,

.




