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1. Enclosed are copies of a memorandum of conversation
between [ -~ —~Jand an Embassy officer.

2. This and similar memoranda are being forwarded to

illustrate the attitudes and positions of individuals
of possible interest to PESUCCESS.

4

Lenneth S. Givloch

4

Enclosure:
ilemo as noted

7 January 195l

55 oms | CIA msromcm REVIEW PROGRAM
pistrivusion: - RELEASE AS SANITIZED

2-Linc w/att

1-Files w/att | 2003

-
(=}
=

M

=3~
2o

5 91-28 A

=
>
=




HENTTAL

(@)

HEMORANDUK OF CONVERSATION

December 30, 1953

Pafticir‘-ants: C J

John Calvin nie., Jr.

‘:1 ‘:?called at the Embassy this morning and identified
himself as uwue former private secretary to General Miguel IDIGORAS
fuentes, the conservative who was defeated by Colonel Arbenz in
the 1950 oresidential elections. &£ -1 said he was educated
in the United States and was now the owner of a finca in Malacatan
on the liexican border,

‘JISald he came in to ask if the United 3mtes was pre-
rared to do anything about Communism in Guatemala, which he described
at some length as a growing menace. He said that he had come in to
see Ambassador Rlchard C. Patterson during the 1G50 elections to warn
him of the -Communist danger if General Idlcoras lost, but Ambassador
Patterson merely showed him a regulation which forbade the United
States to 1nterfere in the affairs of foreign countries. Now, he
continued, the Communism of which he had warned had obtained control
of the country. Guatemalan anti-Communists were too weak to act for
themselves and unless the United States helped, all would be lost.
Surely the United States must see the danger to the FPanama Canal a nd
its other interests, and he could not understand why the United States
seemed unwilling to act.

I told.C; ;Jthat Ambassador Patterson had been quite correc
in pointing out the U.S, policy of non-intervention--which was still
our policy--but, I continued, he was quite wrons in thinkinzg that the
U.S. was not serlouslv concerned about the Communist problem here.
Indeed, our country had ziven much to keep free countries from going
under Communlst domlnatlon Assistant Secretary Cabot and others had
made our concern with Comnunlsm in uuacerala ‘abundantly clear in re-
cent speeches; and we were now seeking means to combat Communism on
a hemispheric basis throuzh cooreration with the other Latin American
nations at the Porthcomlnv Caracas Conference. It was clear that we
wished to help those ruateralans who did not wish their country to
go under Conmunlst domination within the limits of internatiormllaw.
The days of landinz Marineswere over. Guatemalans who oprose Communis:
had to do their part. He had told me that the Idigoristas d4id not
trust CASTILLD Armas. This showed the problem tbat confronted the U.S
those who opposed Yommunism often seemed to us, as outsiders, to be
more interested in their own factional flght;n@ than in a common effor
to zet the job done. There was muci that the U.3. could do, short of
v1olat1n* its policy o* non-intervention, to supvort those elements
who oprosed Communist intervention, but 1t was useless to discuss
wnich of the many ways and mcans woulq be appropriate unless there wer
a unified Guatemalan movement with which the inited Statss could
cooperate, '




(:r B admitted that the anti-Communist movement was weak
and divided, and said he did not know how this could be overcome.
However, he intended to report this conversation through con- '
fldentlal channels to General Idigoras Fuentes and would let me
‘know the result.

In talklng in this vein tec ' ;? itwas my intention
(a) to cive him the impression that the U, ._had no concrete plan
for 1nterventlon in the domestic affairs of Guatemala and con-~
tinued its non-intervention policy, and (b) that unity in the antib-
Communist movementwas an essential pre-requisite to discussion of :
any ways and means for the U.S. to cooperate in combatt;mc7 inter-
national Cqmmunist influences in Guatemala., 1t was my hope that
this insistance on unity would be passed on to anti-Communist
leaders.
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