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PAGE HO 2'f

. Viait %o Military Pase at Sen Joae on 13 April 1953.

1, Geuarol -~ The Milifary Base at 3an Jose is located jJust off the main
Onatemala Uity-Se'Jose zroad, approximtely two miles from the Port of San
Joes, on thy air base th:t was cometructed and occupled by our Air Fforce .. g
Aring World ¥ar II. Deivine time in an smtomobile 4 ome hour and 45 mnates.
Tae reserve rvation uhich fhe Muse czcupian acvers an area of approximately fifty
sangenss (£5.15 wcres—cae mangeaa equals 1,723 acrea). For a description and
rhotograph of this air field, sece OAIRA Guatemala IR-145-52.

Fhs commander of this 3zse is direotly responeidle to the Chief of Steff
of ths Army. Hia area of responsibility includes the oniire Department of
Escaintla, 2xplusive of the Port of San Jose, A2l troops of this Base are
stetioned on the resarvation, '

A% the Port of San Jsiz, thare is e Colonal Al P INEZ Lopesz, who

ie the Captein of the Port; a Lt Colonel Filadelf ILIO Mansilla, who is
the Asaistaut Oeptain of the Par%, end six enlisted men who agsist these

of ficers in performing tno duties of imrigration suthorities and coatrolling
traftia in und out of ths FPort. The Captain of the Port of San Jose and his
sssistaut are completely ird<osndent of the Base communder aund report directly
ta the Minister of Dafenwe. Tha only time that the Base commander would take
axthority cvur the Port offictals would be in the svant of an emergency or
specific oricra from higher cuthority.

. - The quirters sra situn'ed just west of the landing field in a well-shaded
area thot 13 protected by ga.ln sad large ceiba trees., All of the buildings
are oms-3bcry, frame ard sorpencd, Tosy are those which cur Atr Force eom
strected during Yorld fsx X, “aurters are provided for fawmllies of

veyried c¥7iioTs.
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2. Zswalzotior - Sens am thet raported ip 1R-47-52 ezcepi that the
battery cf 59 calitsr anti-airoxeft wachize guns exists only on psrer.
‘Thers wers A 50 celiver sachime sune. .

3. Peycoansl
a. Kav Officors were'

Cotomel :Inf) A.fre.l%l.ws 4mador ».ucmma.ndant :
Lisutenent Colonol (Art} Jose Maxie OF Lors - Executive
Majer (Iaf) Mamel dr JNVURL Acevedo —~ S-1

¥ajor (Taf) Balv LOFEZ, Pazior - 6-2 and 33

tajer (Cav) Bector MNR&)Y:NE Kiag - Cowmandaut of l.A. 50

Capiair (Cev) ¥emel 1**..\(109‘4‘1 GEASE — Yommandent ¢f Rifle Yompany
: Gaptain {Irf) ApolonfKAYDRTHC iccha - Execative of A.A, 50
Oa.libar Boitery

Cay; taix. LInf) iigael .Ll'rel/"(IIMTOBO Sandoval - Kxacutive af
Riric Ceampouy

Cyotatn {4t} f‘abr:al)ﬁnmn Argueta - Compondant of Secosd

- Pratcan, A.A. SC Celfber Batiery

Captain (Inf) Iuts £ _.lfona%)nms C. « S~
Captein (Assiviluked) Dr. I-oomz v Sasna - Cosu.:nndwit of

uilitary Savitation Scotica

vA
1a% Liocvtonsut Joze Gaillernms CH. - Comrandaat of lst
Platoos, Rifle Cowmusny : .

let Lieuteaant Artzro HUB dél Cid - Gommandant of 3rd Platoox,
18t Lieutesant (Ae:imilated) Julio/4ONTRZ0S0 - Chief of

203 Tieutesant (Ing) Jose chiaw)(ﬁomm Bchevorria -
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b, Totsl Strength

{1) The commndent caid it was the eane é.s ¢iven in R-18-52, {.s.,
15 officers and 203 enliated mon, Aibout 60f of the troops aro recruits.

(2) “our officors wer~ absent dus $o sickness and leave,

tha - Lo = £ gan oy

_ ¢. Apucerance - Tic suppearance of the officars and men at this Baze
*.13 averege by Guatemalan anl poor by our standards. Only ons soldier sppeared
without shoes. Uniforns were dirty amd ill-impt. All veepons appearsd to be
in falr condition and the quarters were abovs a¥verege in appsaraincs. All en-
lisbed mon kad steol cots with watirsssoe and blankets.

d. &grake - Appearcd to be gocd. Proximity of ths Port of Sen Jose
1 23¢ tie town of Ixtepa, popular week-end resort places for Cuatomala City,
eppareatly 3:avides suffliclent divargion and re¢reation for enlisted men.
Jvhough our vieit was unsninoovced, 211 officers and enlisted men went about
Lol dutiss n a cuiet zni orderly manner. Dge to the fuot that all married
offfesrs (orly two are hachalorg) heve quarters on the post, they conslder
tnawoelvey erbrernly forinnata to Pe able to have their fazilies with them anl,
fur that resson, sppesr to ta quite seticfied with the ésrrison life at the Bare,

b, ¥eapons ~ “11 onlistcd mon were armed with a ?sm Mauser. This cheages
tue figure reportsd in CATRA Faaicuale IR-47-52 to 208 7ma yifles, In cdditica,
trexe wos oue U.5, 0 calibor carbiae for inastructional purposes only. All
eT{isers wera raed with 2 %ictel or revolver,

5. Armwmaition - £11 anliszted :mom bad 100 rounds of 7em anranition and
nc other smcinition wes in ¢vidansa. Thers wes no ammmition for ths 30
calibar ctrdise.

c- o o gD oo ey

. RS W
O VP . . . *



TTERNT Y 2T 1T

T TR DT

;

o
¥

W2,

L A adeS pa n: B AT T
BB ih docinwent cootfuice iafoemetion efiedting ‘ho cr-

oia) sedan.

6. Zransiristiga - Zransportetiom ooneisted of two jeeps and & comser-

7. Conmin‘cutiong ~ The lose wes o

tion %0 the Crpital (beliasved

eppeared at lanst ten Jears »ld.

8¢ Foua 4nd Mesging Fnailit

diunlng room facilitles of ror
listed 1mor Lad thofr own
Rowever, theyr ate out o
vood~burning

9. ‘qu‘gg 1y -

In omorgancia'a,‘ supplies czn bo flown in by

10. " freinix
Geasrel Sta?? (sce I-~h-573),

tural eudjcots
break 18 giveu batween 13

Tsn are xequiied u$ all

#2 bave oeen outelde of Guatemsls City.
scireansd~in cunin_g room,
mevakits,

, quirped with .diroct telephone -oon‘-nuep- V
to tl¢ in with the commercial telephone .syntem)
‘and B combiaation talegraph-radtc transmitter

83d reoeiver of commercial design

135 ~ Thiz Base had the neatest kitchen and

The en-
with tables and benches,

The kitchea was equipped with the usual

The Pass ie supplied by trucke
the Guatemalan Air Forqe.

~ The fase tollows the

s'clock in ths morn
uoor due to the intenso heat in this ares
* i taken vty «wth Leceasary housekeeping and

iraiming sohedule
Approximstoly four hours
. -conslating rrimrily of alf:botigaoion, familiarization with weapons,

stoves and raiions eppéared to Le average,. both in quality and qua;tity

dlrectly from Cuatemals City,

prescribved by the
of military training

sgricul-

and school of the soldiar are &ccomplished each day, 4 long

ing and 3 O'clock $n the after-

The remainder of the working day
suaxrd dnties.
Sincs for overhsad aotivities,

Approxixataly 7C

11. Magigal Gors ~ Probably bessuss of the fact that this Base hag ite
own resident :edical officer, there was practically no sickness at the tims

of this visi{. The cownoriant

raported that in general their casualtios due

tu eliclmoass arg extreuely fow and there i¢ almost no melarie or other comsmon

types of tropical diseasnc.
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12, Ptilities . ¥
" a. Thia Base has 1te own diesel fuel generator for provtm- ql,c- '
-trig‘}mgcn_z_ of 220 volte (inherited from cur 41ir force). @fsl .

.. . ° .- [

b. It bas two wells which are operated by gascline pumps snd provide
& Tore than aedezquate water supply for tho entire encamprent (inherited from our
Atr Torce). - ' o

3 . ‘c. ' The Base wns equipped with 1te own ice-making plant and refrige-

- ration unit which nrovides suficlent refrigerated storage space for.all aof the
Periskadble supplics requirel by this garrison (inherited from our Air Poroa), =
Typically, ihard were ohly a fou old vegetables on the floor of this uait,

23. Coula¥ Bffegtivencng - Since troops are equipped only with rifle¥.
- 334 ere devold of transporisticnm, tiey would mot be effestive azainst a woderns
seuipped unit of equal strongth. Hovever, they appeared to be adequately- '
irained and arped t0 preserve order in their area of Tecponeibility, providing

N the necescary transportaticn 48 farnished. _ .
" comemes: | : B | | 4

1. 8es tnolosed phofogré:ghs with accompanying 1nd‘ox'.A E ‘ '

:,;‘ . | o 2. Colcnel 1LBMUS, the conarndaat, i¢ a man of about 40 years of ege, oa - P -
. the plump eide, friendly and cucy to talk to. .¥e appears to be efficient and %

—

capable in a quiet and Yescrve: mannar, He ia & graduate of the Hgauela '
Politeenica. He did fwt voluntoer any information concerning the. eperatioa
of his Base Wt willingly arsvered all ‘questions pertaining %o 1t, He is
pobably one of the favorad givup, is view of the assignment be enjoys.

Tl
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Tt.Colozal Joss Marie AIULTY. & slim, neat and clesen~sy.caring individnel,
sasad to be slovw And sickiy in hic attitude. He also is a graduste of the
Eacuela Poli tqcnica. ¥ajor Murzal de J. LUMA Acﬂredn likewise slov and
sjekly 41 eppoarence, sbtened to ‘eck force end energy. FMajor Heotor Raul .
AK}KJIAVL’ Xing, cpmnd;ﬂﬁ' of the 50 caliber anti~atircreft battery amd &rill-
magter, i3 tall and reavy-sct, 83 cen be seen from the inclosed phntomha.
Be appeared %o be tho sparkplug of this particular unit; he hed consfd erabls -
" drive and energy and, in spite of his dishoveled appesrancs, wea antiusiastic.
snd pleessci, o is a grecunte of the Escuela de Aplicacion. The firet
Sergeant of tar Jompiay wes 22 yvare old and had two ‘yours' seryice. He was
. clean~cut, 2lert; be indicated toet he was starting om fils sscord two yoars
Y of wervice txd enjoying the assignzent with which he was charged.

’ Both Celopel MABSIKEZ 25d Lt Colonel CAS‘.!'ILLO fmplied displeasure wita
their prascul :.sz*e,ar nts, 4Apparesotly, bota had fallem cut with the authori-
ties in power srd this sssigzweoni is considared cna of wmore or less punishasatl
for tae individuals condcrmed. Colonel MARTINZZ had previcusly held responsi-
blc positic:s as zonc cioncsnder snd governor of a Department. Lt Colonsl
CASTILLO had previcusiy besa the S3 of the Base Militar in Guatenale City.

3. On thie visit, which was wm de wiib ong wmm Chief of the 4rmy
¥isslon, we vére accompanied by Colonei Osc Ferez, & member o0f the
0-2 Sectich of the Oemaral Staff. He, like 00long¥<RUIY Gurcia, is e foreign
relaticas di¥icer for the General Steff. Ho is sppriximately 5'7%; elight
wild; emersetic; friendly and sttempted to do everything in his pover %o
facilitate our vialt. FHe iec a graduate of the Bscuela Politecnica tut has
never atteni-d any of the mited States service schools. He is warried end
nas three dildren. ¢ ezplained that the Guatemalan Army was extremely poor
snd that aprthipg we could do to help then procure badly-needed eg,upnent
wéuld bds aprrociated.

RITU D U PUIE ¥ SO X IO AL IR, LI I
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Upon Leing queationed ase to why it was that the verious zone and base gcom-
mepders appeerzd to be rotated within thoee positioms and other full. colonels
wore nol give:a &a opuortunity to &3sume commnand functione, he explained that
this wae due >rimerily to the fasi that the President and Chief of the Armed '
¥orces daslred to keep their intimate and reliable friends in the Koy positiong

Jof responsibility. Yor example, when asked if the transfer of Colonal Jorgse M.
CHJZ Salezsr from Jufimpa to Unicbe (wee R-15-53) indicated e change in agsign-
ment from a position of groater 3o that of lesser respomeibility, Colonel
SAGASTUME ancwered in the afiirzatire. Ys volunteerad thet Colonel CEUZ had
bocome involvel in some difficuliies with the higher corzand, which necegsitatad
tate obeage,

At the en of tha trip, apparsatly Secause of the variety of audbjects
vwhich B34 Tteen covercd and, presacably, “ecsuse of the discussion of Colonsl
C:Z'e casc, Cnlonsl SAGASTURT recizeted that Colonel BANFORD and I not discuzs
tiiis informeticn with other Cuatounlans, stating that he we just giving us his
parsonal ¢piricn and would not dssire it to go any further. hie may or xay not
ba true. It s difficult to uad2rstund how an officer in the G-2 Section cculd
perait himosolf to to iadiscrect oo a mission of thia type, &od since he is scho-

= daled te¢ accorpany Colonel BISTOAT mnd ma on at least ome additiousal trip iz

the rear futurs, 1t axy be that he was atteupting to gain our confidence in
order thzt wr zht coafide in him later.
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