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MEMORANDUM FOR: DEPUTY DIRECTOR (PLANS)

SUBJECT : Conversation regarding Guatemala with Policy
Planning Staff Members of State Department

‘PARTICIPANTS : Department of State
Thomas C. Mann, Acting Assistent Secretary

- for Inter-Americen Affairs
Piul H. Nitze, Chief, Policy Plamning Staff
Anbassador Walter €. Thurston, Policy Planning Staff
John H. Ferguson, Policy Planning Steff
Lempton Berry, Policy Planning staff

Central inte]ligence Agency

J

1. At the invitetion of Mr. Horsey, Mr.[_ “Imet menbers

" of the Policy Plenning Staff in Mr. Nitze's office vmis afternoom. .

In response to questions, he stated that CIA has personnel in Guatemals
in the Embassy and also under unofficial cover. Its psychological.

and political warfare operations were slow in developing because two
years ago the CIA Station Chief in the Embassy was blown and had to

be removed from the country. It took some time to get personnel back

. into the country to begin operations. There have been other diffi-

culties that have slowed up the organizing of such operations, but we
now have means of distributing pamphlets and other propaganda: from
within the country. -We have an organization in Mexico that sends
materisl into the country and also one in Honduras which is responsible
for radio broadcasts toward Guatemala. These mechanisms are now about
ready to get going at an accelerated rate. The objectives will be to
bring to the attention of the Guatemalan people the dangers of Com-
munism, the extent to which the C ommmists have infiltrated into their
Government, and to prepare their minds for supporting non-Commmists
should the latter organize a movement against the Communists.

2. Mr. Mann stated that a telegram just received from Ambassador
Schoenfeld expresses the opinion that the Guatemalan Army is non-
Communist but will follow the orders of the President. Mr. Mamn stated
that hie information is that the opposition camnot count on the de-
fection of any Army officers. He stated that one well-informed expert
in the State Department proclaims the thesis that what the Commnists
want most in Latin America is chaos followed by American intervention

to straighten affairs out. 0O
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3. . Mre Ferguson raised the point that the psycholo cal and
political warfere activities described by llr.]: would en-
eourage - armed opposition and mi@at 'bring abom; uham _Bvave of cha.os
that Mr. Ke.nn referred. to. s .

lﬂhnndrewapa.ra.u.elbetweenwhatishappemngin
e ne:d.cointhethirties.‘ He said that

2 :mternal politiee,‘l. sitm.tien in the
' ’-:let things teke ‘their

5.- .Nitzepointedonttlm.tdnringthehsttwexrtyymsthe
Cmmists ‘have developed their mechanisms,-which makes the situation
a 1ittle d{fferent in Guatemala from what 1t was in Mexico. Mr. -

ﬁ intedoutthatuexicommorcself contained than
that the revolutionary tendencies of:the “peoples in coun-
triee neighboringonG\mtemJamke GentralAmricaapowd.erkeg ’
that could be set off by Guatemela. Mr. Nitze a'skedur. ‘Mann what
- he meant Dy centromng ‘the” situation in-Gus a,-and the. latter
‘confessed that it would be difficult: Mr.-N ‘seemed. to recognize
the need of- socia.‘.!. refom in Guatemala and the;-necessity for the
Bnited:States working ‘out & long term policy that would not seem to
" be combatting socia.l admnemnt
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