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B-Doc 1. The Communist line on agrarian reform was openly and publicly stated in
& report entitled "About the Agrarian Question of Guatemala", by Jose . .
Manuel Foriunmy, Secretary Gemeral of the Communist Party of Guatemala,
%o ths Central Commitiee of that Party on 14 and 15 June 1952, and
vublished in the Communist Party organ, Octubre, in its issue of

19 Fine 1952,

Doc 2, Without atéempting %o make an analysis of the many and various points in
“he doetrinaire document giwen by Fortuny, the Communist Party is giving
its f11 support to ths Agrarian Reform Law and is making every effort
%o make 1%aself populer with the farmers, with the idea of having them
Peel indebted to the Party for what benefits mey result from agrarian
TELOrm o

b-Doe 3o Fortuny, ina discussing the waye in which the weight of the "revolution"
ecild be brought to bear om the great’ landowners, and in particular the
possibility "of expropriating their lands im their suntirety," recognized
the Party'as lack of sufficient strength among the farmers when he gtated
that {0 expropriate the lands im their eatirety "would presuppose that we
weré im & position to realize the proletarian socialist revolution; or
%oat the conditioms existed for the establishment of the dictatorshdp of
%he workers and peagants.....morsovery it would have to be supposed that there
was & close and effective alllance with the _peasantry; and that there was

— T T theersuranve tbai the lattst would march with the workers.® Fortuuy
sontlaued by saying that these suppesitions are distant and will not come
rus ia ths fmmediats futurs, Fortuny explained that there are two kinds
of "capiialist® agrarian revolutions and took the position that the
Guatsmalan agrarian reform program is fashioned after the "Americanm gystem,
differentiating it from the "Junkersy" the former having been characterized
by the sale of umised land to homesteaders, and other features.
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Tl LLe DEESSUL CONQLLLONS 1T 1S ude MOST broper revolutiopary path for

%he liquidation of the great feudal holdings of the comntry.” later on

in hls rsport, Fortuny stated that "the Ceamunist Party is not fighting now
for the transfer of powsr to the proletariat, but, considering histcrie
2onlitions and given these conditlons, it must support whatever steps may
lead %o the fipal liquidation of feulalism,"

Sumemuntet Party organtzation agong rural commanitiss should be underteken
with £uil realization of the zural social atructure; the article poinmted
outy and attention should be directed prineipelly to the rural yrolstariat,
fermers who hed to hive themeslves oub for supplementary inccme, and $ec
PO psasanis, but care should be teken to distinguish between the rich
poasanis whe did marmsl laber on their own land and the large farmers and
great landowners who did not, -

~

Thsre 1s no presise information conceralyg the line the Party expects to
také at any fulure time with regard to agrariam reform. For the presant
i% is endeavoring to improve and, apparently, establish itself soundly
a3 the friend and leader of the fermerz. The Indien farmers are .
diffixalt to changas tu thair wayso Thsy ara religious, end this fasdho
L e greatest obslacle in the path of ths Commurista, although the
Somerdsts will exdeavor %o dlspel amy fears by claiming thet the Fazty
Frespaote® religlon,

in ks efforts Yo win the support of the farm workers, Fortuny criticized
Sae lmefiective efforts of the past and called for the Communist sells,
agitators, and propagandists to stay im as elose sonteet ug possible with
wlp peasantie, recruiiing those who are the most aggressive and audscicus.,
52 mentiored that tke Poliflenl Commtitme of' the Party had approved the
sreation of & group of propagandipie azd agitatores %o go into the ecutey.
wide and siuted $hat i2 areas whers Spupisk is not epoken they mast e
aocompandsd by Anterprete rs,

Lty whated that the agitators and orgavizers shouid aot losge aight of
ne faet that the struggle fur Yposse® was the Party's permanent centwral
ko by ransen of the fact that i€ ixternational conditions besams worss,
ke polud of vary agearian reform would besaue so d4ffienid 4% would be
wsglbls to realise for a lomg peried,

3

Chore has Desa no oot lrmation weosived that an organized campaign is being,
ox bag besn, underteken by any group to create an atmosphers of anxiety
rucng the farm workers in order to defeat the purposea of the Agrarian
Hetowm Lewe The law provides penaliics for acts in opposition to its .

(8.2 szonte  Hewewar, the lamicwrers! interests ave such that they wold
by nalvre uss whatever psyehological techrdque they thought would te
erfedtim do Infivensing the ferm workers on thelr owz farms to cppose
agrarian refoim. N

the Agrerian Refurm Law weas crsated to keep German ex.

, a8 "maticeal® properiy has become generally acoepted, :but

% alec sesmg to be eciepbed that this law will seive asd a tool to punish
mor-syrmpathizers of the Arbens goverzment, Aecording to a Dr. Salvadce
Oetega, formerily comnsscted wiik the ms itery hospitel in Guatemala City and
Cangqualirted with a mumber of wilitery men, they believe the agrarian
waw will dle & patural desth and carmet be applied to existing conditions
i Guatemela,
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Tioya pevbably uave some essence or truth, indicating that the
administrators of the new law will not appl:

govermment, and that landowners who have be
can bribe the administrators or sell their i

the govermment who will then be in a position to protect it from division
and distribution to the farm workers. The law appsars to open the way for
- extensive graft, . :
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