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1. Eefmuianhtothg&?utewu]mum
Bigh Commissioner's Offies in Bomn, believed to bave been dispatched
on or about 5 ¥ay 1954, concerning instructions to request the best
Gerzan govermentsl suthorities to sarrangs for the diversion of the
voyage of the S WULFSERU(TK, & West Usrman flag vessel presently on
the high sess and suspected of carrying a secret cargo of contraband
arme originating behihd the Irom Curtsin. This State Department
telegran vas sent on the basis of a suggestion originmating with this
Agercy and with the endorsement of various State Department of ficials
including Assistant Secretary Holland.

2. The original draft of the above-mentioned telegram, whick was
prepared by this Agency and approved by Mr. Allen Dulles, containsd a
sentence which was deleted from the State Department, nessage a8 follows:
"If our information concerning the mature of the contrsbend and the
11legal csrgo should prove to be fnaccurate, the US Covernment would
aceapt liability for the reassonatle damages arising out of suck
diversion®, the thought having been to authorize the 0ffice of the
High Comzissioner to make this statement in anticipation of an inquiry
on this paint fron the »est German authorities. Being concérned lest
the omission of this sssurance might stultify the entire requsst, and
having first consulted with Assistant Secretary Holland and Fr. Laddy,
I caused s telegram to Le dispatched to o -7 7 3 suthor-
ising that L. o~ be informed that, 1f asked by the Federal

Republican suthorities who would assuse financial responsibility in
the event that our informstion proved inaccurate, & - could
say that the USC Govermment, ss the waker of the request, wuld be
prepared to reimburse the Federal Bepublic for the reasonable cost
and expenses arising out of the delay of the shipment caused by the
requested direction. This message was sent on our own authority and
represented an undertsking on the part of this igency to assume
responsibility for reimbursenent to the West Ceransn Ooverrmment for
such reasanable cost and expenses arlsing out of the delay of the

{ shipment in the event that our iaformsti{on should prove imsccurate.

" /K8 to vhere any 11ability night rest i- the evemt that the informa-
tion should prove accurale, and comtrabsnd arms be found in the
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eargo, no responsidility was sssused or intended to be assumed by
this Agency snd the suthorisstion to the High Commissionarte Offlce
1ikewise aid not provide for any assumption of financial responsi-
bility in such event./ , | |

;__._o

3. ﬁounmtinmoiptaf:replymc J

 4ndiceting the epproach was mede to the Germsn sutharities, whose
£irst question was whethor the United States wonld be willing to
bear expenses incurred in any delays resulting from the inspection.
They were advised, pursuant to the axzthorizatien granted in ouwr tele-
grsa, snd appesred satisfied with this degree of assurance, Rowvever,
they stated that it would be nesessary for them to 4investigate the
vhole question further in view of certain other camplications and
legal technicalities. Chortly thersafter the sest German guthorities
reparted that the S KULFTBR7 K wes under a 2%-ponth time charter to
@ Dutch firm whose idantity was bteing sought, and that it would probably
be necessary to obtain the consent of the chartering firm to the
inspecticn. :

FRANK G. VISHER
Deputy Director (Plans)

cct Assistant Secretary Holland
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Tos Frank Wisner
. L Dsaid that the State

message to HICOG did get off yesterday.



S
’ l e e et B

5/5/54 ‘ , Y _;_;c/<._/
Faw/bjm S -

Mr,[ ) - this should be sent FRICRITY to whoever we have in C _J |
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\L)S 1. Please note State Dep't No. 308 ‘/ to HICM requesting
& FEDREP ac

tion concerning suspected shipment contraband arms to

ey

Central America. |

’ 2. You are hersby suthorized inform L.  Jthat if asked by
FEDREP guthorities who will assume financial responsibility in event
information inaccurate, he may say that "US Gov't" as maker of request
would be prepared reimburse FEDREP for the reasonable cost. a“nd

expenses aridng out of delay of shipment causeé.its direction.
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ur, C  J this should be sent PRICRITY to whoever we have in Cm |

1. f’lease note State Dep't Ho.ém 3’3(/ to HICOM requesting
FEDREP action concerning suspected shipmerit contraband arms to
Central America.

2. You are hereby authorized inform & Jthat if asked by
FEDREP 'authorities who will assume financial responsibility in event
information inaccurate, he may say that "US Gov't" as maker of reouebst
would be prepared reimburse FEDREP for the reasonable cost and

expenses arising out of delay of shipment cause{_ its direction.

3¢ Pls advise us of outcome HIC®{ approach to FEDREP. This is

matter of utmost importance,




k May 195k
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SUBJECT: Proposed wrgent carmmumnication to HICOG for delivery

to ¥est GCerman Covernment.

1, W1l you please take up immediately with your top contacts in
ERL _Jrequest that a commnication bs sent top secret and top priecrity
to the High Comissioner's office in Bonn requesting the High Commissioner's
office to make an urgenf. request upon the aprropriate German authorities

as follows:

2. The BS Covernment has reasm to believse that the SS Wulfsbrook
of Vest Geman flag, 4i# presently on the high seas carrying a secret
cargo of contraband arms mmx originating behi:d the Iron Curtain and
destined for some Central American port. Our infarmstion further
indicates that the c#rgo is falsely stexooorkest manifested and that
the ship isgtherwise improperly documented for this voyage, | This
‘ship m ig believed to have aaiied from fport in Cermany)

on or gbout 4 and to have touched at Antwerp on or asbout

o Beedless to say this is a matter of the gravest

concern to the US Government inasmuch as the delivery of such & cargo of
arms would have a serious impact upon peace in the “estern Hemisphere,

It i= deemed of sufficlent urgency to warrant our requesting the German
CGovermment to issve instructicns that a communication be sent to this

Cerman flag vessel ordering it to proceed direct RIPTAT direct to
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German official representative, or in the slternative, that the German
Goverment suthorize US Government to take zuch measures as are
necessary to divert $his ship to Cristobel for inspectim of cargo,

If cur information concerning the nature of the centraband and illegal
cargo should prove to be inaccurate, the US Govermment would accept

1isbility for reasonable damages arising out of such diversion,




Recommend thst inlight of the fact that the WILFSEROOK is now in
San Juan port and being inspected there, that the State Department send
of f na'ssageé to The Bigh Cormissionerts Office and to the Embassy at The
! Hague advising them of this fact and further pointing cut that the
WULFSBROOK proceeded to San Jusn in accordance with her own schedule
? _ and not REPEAT not as the result of her having been diverted to that
 port. The message should also indicate to the High Commissfoner's
| Offica and Embassy Hagﬁe for their inrormation only at this time,

‘that the cargo is being thoroughly exmmined and that they will be
‘- advised in due course cf what is found.

The two messages sh.ould conclude with a statement: "Please inform
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