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PBSUCCHSS/RYBAT C/R No. 57

T _ _ ‘ CONTACT REPORT
DATES 1 May 195k
PracE: e 3

SUBJECT: Visit of Robert G. Johnson with &~ =429 and 30 April 1954

1. Upon arriving at C,\ o _Jhouse and. exchenging the usual. pleasantries,
I stated that_my first interesc was his health and the result of the
examination;c ..1 ddvised that for all practical purposes he was in excellent
health except that within approxdimetely two moriths he would need a minor gallstone
operation., I discovered that he had been extremely worried about the possibility of
cancer and seemed to be particularly relieved %o know that he had no traces of cancer
and that his heart, lungs and entire digestive tract were in perfect order. He -
currently is recuperating from the aftereffects of an operation involving the re-
moval of an infected tooth root but by the middle of the coming week, the last neces-
sary tregtment will be completed. His violent upset stomachs and long periods of
nausea were caused by his nervous system. His doctor said that only a more tranguil
life would eliminate reoccurrences of these violent stomach disorders.

2. At this point, I told him of the resl purpose of my visit, which was to
advise him that the Group could not accept his resignation and that they were willing
to take necessery steps to allow him to reconsider his resignation., I advised him
that I personally took his resignation letter to Pancho to obtain his reaction. I

told & =T that Pancho's reaction, withovt any prompting or pressure on my part,

was precisely the same as that of the Group-- that is, his resignation would not be
accepted. I told & A %2t Pancho was very much disturbed and that he s aid
any problems other than B ~Mealth could be solved. I said that although
Pancho, in his letter to & 1 had suggested a conference, it would be
extremely difficult for Pancho to be absent from his Headquarters. Nevertheless, if
a conference is necessary to énsure @ «J ceturn, it could be arraged.

3. & Jadvised that he was most appreciative of the Group's opinion
regarding his capabilities but that he was certain other people could do the job.
He stated that he had reservations on a ship sailing to Spain on 3 June for himself
and his family. I then changed the conversation to advise him of t he current
progress being made inside and outside Guatemala. I first explained the situation
at Pancho's Headquarters. I told him that the enthusiasm in the movement was high.
Many men had already been trained and returned to Tegucigalpa. The last of the
military leaders were being tested by the lie detector team. The training on all
of the military people was going zhead. Both({C Q2w C _Jipd given full
reports of their activities and were now resuming their duties inside Guatemala.

I cutlined the important activities that had happened at LINCOLN, making careful
note of all postive progress accomplished during his absence. In connection with .
the prosress bheing made by the radio writing team atl o I advised him that

~lrad seen fit to leave the safe house and return to After
explaining the circumstances and details ofC ~ddeparture, C, agreed
that B o would be more useful away from LINCOILN. I advised him that I thought
c ~Jwould still have been writing voluminocusly and productively had £~

remained at LINCOLN.
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L. I agein adked when we could expest (. ) backe Although ke did not
reply directly, it did appear that he wee weamsming & bdte At this point, I told
C_ 3 tbatpemamtlmﬁmphsdmghﬁymcm Soct, thut his fently,

wife mmmmmmmmmpéum waw.m :3 5 mch
mmmmayhaaamymmmemwmmm-, m@psare
to be+dn the best of epiritss

S+ I again brought up mmummmmmatmw
thm&mtbcdmo X said perheps it would be better to yeview
what was needed to be done. I referred to his written stotement thet his pdsition
of responsibility was illusionarys I seid that this unavoldably oocurred &s o
mtormmumumnhmmmmmuwmm
plans, but whigh hed teken place becmuse of the way in which the operatim had
progressed. I stated that delsy in commnicatione between U ) and Panoho had
made it more difficult for him to directly control the pawpagsnca and intelligence
setups . I advised that when fuced with a need for imuediate sction, Pancho had to
soct in 8 harrye I stated that he oould appreciate such fmmediate action after his
Hoxican trip, I stated thet he was very definitely needed for the political progr

- gmd dte ramifications in the economic end soclzl sphieres in Guatemdlay  The Churoh

campaign, mmm:mdwmmm:m»w would doubtles
suffer greatly without his personal supervision, :meamormam
to remain with the causs when victory was in gight wi & few woeks, & said ths
s doparture from the movesent at ‘such a time, in gpite of his health, would Lo

a very bad impression with ths many friends he had personally involved in &he-move
Inmvof thﬁ,lasbedthatweagainmvi&ahhspeciﬁcmmforlemw
Wmcmﬂdmﬁmm&wm

6.

8. Inthemingcmnatian,r— jbroughtmtthetonoﬂngpéi
of cantentiont

1) The responsibility but not the mthor.tw Lor m'opagonda and intell
nettersy

2) His hstith and worrdes .about esncery

3)mﬁemmwmwm1ummmmmme
fram the Group in New York.

b. We went into those points in great detail, I agreed with the sbove
points in general and in particular with his respongibility without
suthority, stemming from the Uroup's wealmess in making svelleble the
facilities wo promised him, the lack of which had resulted in indepm
action on Pancho's part. I advised him that remedial steps wore beir
taken pregarding the Mexican group. I etated that fullest support we:
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being given to [ 1 znd intimated strongly that aid was bedng
taken from the owms roups 4-aid not meke & fast, hard stetement in the
latter respect, but I did state that the position of the other group waill
become wealeor and wesker umtdl they could no langer effectively oritdols
the Panche [~ 2\ group. I stated that it was ixpossible for us to
explain s eveatide [ T\ bhad aseumsd, I acknouledged 3
wish not togee [T "\ buv wapdmined thst in deference t0 Obtiisuig o
& visit would be necessary. I stated, howeyer, that his contact and

subssquent success with ] had more than overshadowed any other

‘could be more sdequately exploiteds ) showed me '8 memorandunm by
hed prepered on this matter, I advissa sl wst if be did mot retum, i
would be impossible to predist the effectiveness of his campedgn,

7. Returning to the subject of the future plens of the cemtry, [~ _\ sa
that 41t wuld be necessary tc etudy the problem with & great deal of caras 1 agks

er he felt that Pancho vas edsquately trained and whether ho hsd the calibre
sdvisars siurrcunding him necessary to devise and osrryy out & sound political progr
C | said he doabted that Pancho could accomplish tho tesk slane. I mated w
woula ve gaeined by leaving Pancho st such & critical momente I pointed out the
exasple of Juan Domingo Perén in Argentina and how the respangible &d couservativ
eloxents of the govermment had not sgresd wlth Perén ca meny pointe and therefore,
instead of seeing these points through, had left thedr political or advisory posts
h.m,‘zmummmwmumamofmmmwm
calibre, I stated that I had no intentions of drewing the camparison betweon Panc
snd Perdny however, I stated that the possibility always exists that shen cne man.
no close edvisors of high calibre, he is poone to sock thooe who are closest to'hd
. T agreed imuediatelys Specificslly, he said he was interested not only in
aevuiuping & political progrem but aleo in developing the siructure of the tempors
govermment which Pancho would heads Immmtmmmwmu
give very serious consideretion to eny structure which would prevent strong-man
governmont, and which would facilitete democratic government, '

8, Again I esksdC. -\ = whet day of the week be would return to - V¥
replied that in view of all uhe informatica that I had imperted, the omcllistory
attitude on our part mad the great demonstration of loyalty, it wae now necessery
fo:umwmsummmanymtomymmmmwnmmmtmu
the meny individusls whom he personally involved in the movement., I repeated that
these people would be greatly distressed to learn of hie departure. We then agret
that-hemldrewmtcl:jtowke@ﬂmm&mt '

& .l develop & political program and to cutline the govarnmentel structurs
of the temporsry Juniaj : '

be ‘todireottheprapagmuiacamp&i@aftmcathouccmmmf

ce to &ct as a symbol of confidence to the many friends in the movement (wl
would, of course, meen many letters of confidence and direction not onl,
people in Guatemaletut elso to those in the surrounding countries) md -
boost mordle amd provide assistance to the writing teams ej~ _3
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9. I stated that I would return the followingz day with c J Who was going
to Pancho's Headquarters later in the next day and that news & .. 2 decision
to remain with the organization could be taken down by Jin addition to any
specific points regarding the campaign of the Church. o voiced his appreciation
. and stated that he would be glad to contimue discussions the following day.

10. L ] returned with me from C -] late the following morning and
we discussed many of the foresoingz points, dwelling on how to remedy the several
things which have botheredc & .: He again poirted out his lack of authority
and dramatically stated that his Mexican trip vlaced him in a very bad light. In
addition to these points,{ JavlC ~dliscussed matters: which were
irrelevant to the purpose of this meeting, bubt which were necessary for{T
visit with Pancho.

11, C J advised that he would retarn tode Jen Thursday, 6 May. In the
meantime, he said he would prepare several letters to further the Church campaign.
He was interested inL. =  Ra&ctivities and was advised he would be telephoned
regarding the arrival of [O Jin the United States.

]

ROBERT C. JOHNSON



