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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATIDN

April 29, 1954

PARTICIPANTS: Sr. Raméﬁ*@tanco, Manager of lgg%ﬁi%i%@.zég
William L. Krieg, Chargé d'Affaires ad inte
SUBJECT: Dismissal of Crusz Wer as Chief of Police; Miscellaneous
Observations

I met Sr. BLANGO at a reception gﬁven by Mr. Frans ERELL,
Sr. Blanco immediately apologigzed for having fiven'majnisleading
information on April g@ to the effect that Colonel Rogelie CRUZ Wer
had been dismissed as Chief of Police and that he had refused to
turn over his office formally until the return to Guatemala of
Coleonel Carles Enrique DIAR, Chief of the Armed Forces. -5r., Blanco
said he still believed SAGHY some foundation for the peport and
pointed out that,in his statement to the press- idenyidig that he .. -
had been dismissed,Colonel Crus hud said that he had not beean
dismissed by the President but made no mention of the Minister
of Interior. 8r. Blance speculated that Sr. CHARNAUD MacDonald,
Minister of Interior, had tried to dismiss Colonel Crus but that
the latter had appeaicd t0 President ARBENZ and that Arbens had
at the last deferred final action pending Colonel Dias! retumr.

After remarking bitterly on tho‘corruption’and.1ﬁéf£iciency
of CGovernment officials, Sr. Blanco said there was one figure
connected with the Administrazion for whom he had great affection:

"El Trompudo" (Colonel Carl LDANA Sandoval, Ministér of
Communications). Blanco said t Arbens had once promised Colonel
Aldana that Aldana would be his successor in the Presidency.

- 8ince then, both GColonel Diaz and Colonel SANCHEZ, Minister of
Defense, had acquired presidential aspirations, and the President
2?3 cracked down on those who were working on behalf of Golonel

In these circumstances, Colonel Aldana's future was uncertain,
and his position within the Administration extremely weak,
Sr. Blanco. confirmed earlier reports that Colonel Aldana is stay-
ing out of the limelight as much as gossibla and spends much of
his time out of Guatemala City. As Blanco put it, "he is lying
low to see how things will develop.®™ _
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