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The May Day parade moved long and colorful although the number cf
participants, estimated to be from 10 - 15,000, fell far short of the
100,000 predicted by its sponsors. As in previous years, a great num-
ber of the marchers were confused campesinos who followed zlong as
directed., Althouzhh many of the floats bore messages directed against
the U.3. and the fruit company, a significant number wers concerned wis
objections to the government's failure to provide salaries anc otaer

benefits as promlsed.

It is believed that Zresident ARBENZ' May Day address took a much
milder form than his last major speech presented 1 March at the openin_
of Congress. From his text, whlchcievoted some two paragraphs to the
_2§gﬁ,gampalgn_and warned anlnst underestimating the strength of the
reaction, he appesared to be somewhat uneasy as to Guatemala's politicaC

future.

The CGTG and the Comnunist Party took advantage of their publicit]
and prestige as May Day sponsors to come out against certain DA¥ pro-
posals as being anti-agrarian and to request greater representation in
the Frente Democratlco Nacional, and consequently in Congress, respect-
ively.

Confusion in the leadership of pro-government political parties
was indicated by the conflicting statements issued by the PAR on
successive days and the failure to unify the RN factions in dispute,

v Tlthough CRUZ Wer denied reports of his removal from office and
complicity in a Communist plot against the government, rumors con-
cerning the government's desire to replace him continued during the
week. Also, the outbreak of rumors concerning the removal of Alfonso
SOLORZANO as head of the IGSS appeared to have some f oundation,

While the police rElented somewhat of its policy of pursult and
arrest of "32" painters (see below), the government took harsher
measures to prevent unfavorable publicity when it announced that it
would enforce a decree (No. 372) long since promulgated but not carriec
out to the effect that all private radio stations must submit copies
of their programs to the Ministry of Government.

ESTIMATE OF THE FRIENDLY SITUATION

Last week's report stated that friendly forces "showed a confi-
dence and strength not previously demonstrated." It is believed that
this trend has continued during present reporting period and has been
accompanied by a consolidation or "settling in" of opposition elements
and a developing singleness of mind directed against. the government.
While anti-Communist or anti-government events or action have hereto-
fore quickly ceased to be a matter of interest, interest and coverage
of recent deve10ﬁm9nts, and particularly the P campaign, have been
sustained.,

That public opinion had evolved strongly in favor of the "painter:
and against police tactics in arresting those who painted 32s was indi-
cated by the fact that the Guardia Judlclal announcvd on 30 April that
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it would no longer arrest individuals so engaged unless they were found
to be defacing government buiidings. This followed the arrest and de-
tention of 5 pupil® From the S&h SeBastian school and a protest parade
by fellow students wearing 32s painted on their backs and bicycles,
which received wide press coverage, and reports from outlying provinces
indicating that the campaign had "caught on" in other target areas in-
cluding Quezaltenango, Puerto Barrios and San José.

The opposition press continued its aggressive stand against govern
ment measures to control press and radio channels and the Asociacién de
Periodistas de Guatefiala (APG) also came out with a vigorous protest,
Although FranciscoyAEZA's daily program was dropped by the director
of station La Voz Mle la Telefunken (see previous report), it was quickl
picked up by Radio Universal.

Support for the archbishop continued to appear from such small
outlying towns as San Juan del Obispo and Palencia and it was announced
that Guatemala would be represented at the anti-Communist congress in
Mexico by the CEUA. -

Despite the unqualifjied success of the "32" campaign, it is be-
lieved that the interest was generated and the spirit of opposition
associated therewith will soon subside unless the full significance
of the campaign - to make 32 a symbol of revolution - is brought to
public attention with the same effectiveness that was exhibited during
the marking campaign itself.
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