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< 15 April 195k

Mr, Henry loomis

Special Assistant to the Director
Unitod States Information Agency
VWashirgton, D, C.

SUBJECT: Attempted coup in Nicaraguej posgible involve-
sent of Cuatenalan Govermment,

1. I have just noted your news policy note dated April 9,
subjects Disorders in Wicaragus. This note provides ss followss
"Modia requested to give minimnm treatment without corment to
reporte persons implicated in plot sgainst Ficaraguan president
have been given sanctusry in Cuatemalsn embassy in Masnagua.® Ir
this wes prepared on the basis of our recent discussion of this
devalopment, 1 should 1ike to point out that the note could possidbly
be misleading to the recipients and suggest the addition of certain
refineanents, .

2. It is my vecollecti:n thet I explained to you whet I under-
stood the State Depertment to have 4n mind as regards this incident
somewhat as followss The sttempted coup egainst Somoms!s regime and
more eepecially the indicetions thus far recsived of (uatemalan gov-
ermmental involvement, afford whet appears at the mament to be an
extremely important opportunity to "indiet" the Guastepslan regime
under the OAS gnti«Commumist resclution. KHowever, investigation is
by no means couplete and it i¢ importent that for the moment the
{ncident not be over-played and not be the subject of interpretstion
and interpolstion by our overt media. The reasons for this are, in
the ordsr of their impertencet

a. The necessity to avoid asgumptions or conclusicns
in our overt propaganda which could be disproved by the
Cnatemalans, thereby casting discredit upon the entire
*gtary” of their involvement znd intervention.

be The desirability of refraining from a prexsture
play of this incident since this could have the effect of
dissipating the impact of e subsequent officisl charge
against Cuatemals,

3. Acecordingly, it would be my recommendation that the attempted
eoup, and particularly incidents related thereto w:ich appear to involve




Guntensla, be played as strx news and without too heavy emphasis
pending the decision of the State Departnent (which will be based
mm&ﬁmﬁdw«aswmcaeﬂngtomlop%nwmm
Cuntensla has comitted sn indictable offonse 4n this regard,
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