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02%06 Memomndzzm « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
o : Chief, WH Division DATE: 13 April 1954
FROM : Cnief of Logistics
SUBJECT: Uuilization of tropical rations by PBSUCCESS
'3 a. Secret_memgranaum dated 23 February 1954 irrom L A J
El‘ G&OZ jSub,ject: Preliminary Evaiuation of the Gutenxo
. ropi tion. o

b. Secret memorandum dated 3V March 1y5h from Je Ce King, C/WH to
C/LO, Subject: Food Rations, PBSUCCESS

Ce First Report ox Findings of Dre Thomas Bartram ol the Pure Food
ana Drug Administration

de Second Report of Findings of Dre Thomas Bartram of the Pure Food
and Drug Administration

es Certviticate or Anaiysis from Sturasburger & Siegel datved Y April
1954,

f. Summary reportv dated 12 April l95h, signed by L j

. 1le On Friday aiternoon, i¢ February i95u4, th

) LO was put on notice regarding tine forwarding to them-ol a rcq=
uisition for urgenily needed rations, for one of your Top Priority oper-
ations., Rougn procurement specifications indicated that the requested
ration units were suitabie for Arctic needs but would not withstand the-
tropic temperatures or humidity they would be required to undergo for
your projecte An immediate meeting with WH and Logisutics representa-
tives, with a Doctor irom "Jpresent ior nutrivionai advice, was
held to try to evolve a desirable substitutes None apparantliy being
availlable vhat would meet your sterility requiremenis, the meeting ad-
journed and was resumed the following Monday morning, with botaf~ Jand

ersonnel woriking on it over the weekend, 1wo substituies nad been

founid, one being basicaily dried truivs and nuts suggested by the s
the ovher a dried sausage and piscuit unit adaptabie to the tropicse
This iatter ration (L2 0z. o1 sausage in individual 1inic form (.i2-ily)
and > oatmeal type biscuits to a unit) was decided on after sampies of
the sausage were submitved tc [ Aos[ snd approved as 1o
adaptability, palavability and nutritionat strength. (See Reference a.)
A representative of your Division also approved proposed price per unit

and delivery senedute. CIA HISTORICAL REVIEW PROGRAM
| RELEASEAS SANITIZED -
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2+ The contract for i6,50U rations was placed ai once and
partial deiiveries of tne rations were picked up and forwarded to
the designated air field over the next sv day periods Shorily after
the last desivery had arrived in the fieid, this office was advised
of a cable received by your Division announcing thav the rations
were contaminated, probabiy due to what appeared to be a mold forming
on the sausages. Samples of rations available here (from tiue last
delivery) were given to the Agency Medicai Office av once for exam-
ination anda report as to suitvability for human consumption.

3e A memorandum from your office dated 30 March iYbL (See Ref-
erence b,) had atvached tnereto a copy of the Agency Medicai Office
report oi ¢y March. This memo, in view of the findings in the medi-
cal reporu, requested information as to the availability of replace-
ment rations for the ones vnen‘in tne field, This first medical ree-
port indicated apparenv contamination present -in some or the sausages
ana stated that it was tne opinion ot the Medical Oftice that the sus-
pected sausages were unfit for human consumptions

4o You were advised by our memoraudwm on L April 1ys4 of the
time required to procure like rations and adaitional precautions vo
be taken ©o safe The purity of tne sausages were citede On b
Apral ﬂ 5 » of your office, verbaliy adviséd the undersigned

thatv Headquarters replacement or these rations would not be requested.

5« TUpon receipt of the first Medicai Report, conferences were
hela within Logistics Oftice and with Medical Office ‘andE . frepre~
sentatives, and it was decided that tests by qualified bacterielogical
personnel outside this Agency were desirable, said tests to show the
presence of any possible contamination and the fitness ot this sausage
for human consurption. One series of tests was started by the contrac-
tor tarough Sirasburger & Siegel, analyuical bacteriologists of Balti-
more, and another series was started through the Pure Food & Drug Ad-
minmistration by the Special rurchase Branch. This latter test was co-
ordinated through the Security Division and utilized cleared personnel,

) 6. Three seif-explanatory analytical reports and a professional
interpretation thereof as listed below, have been received by this
oftice:

a2, Reference (c¢), a summarization of a verbal report given
representatives of this oftice and ‘ ' ] by the
rure Food & Drug Administration, covered sausages takél from the
batch of sausages containing suspected contamination.

b. Reference (dj, the second verbal report given & 3
by pPure Food & Drug Administration, covered a portion of the
sausage tested and found by the Agency Medical Office to be
apparently contaminated.
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Ce Reference (e), a copy of a report by Strasburger &
*  Siegel to the contractor, covered samples from the last batch
of sausage delivered to us, some of which our Medical Office
stated:were apparently contaminated,

de Reference (£), is a rofessional interpretation pre-
pared by L of the aforementioned analytical
- reportse. :

7« The Pure Food and Drug Aaministration will conduct any
further tests that may be desired on these Sausages and, ir they can
be located by Medical Ofrice, is willing to analyze the cultures upon
whnich the original Medical Ofrice report was based,

of the final packing of these rations prior to their delivery, This
person also observed in numerous instances that personnel packing
these rations ate the Sausagese No i1l effects were suffered by
any of the above persons from consumption of these Sausages, and a
medical check of the Special Purchase representative concerned, by
our Medical Office, further confirmed the fact that he had suffered
no ill eftects therefrom,

9¢ Based upon professional interpretation of results of tests
conducted by recognized laboratories, it appears that these rations
are fit for human consumption, and authority has been granted for
final payment therefor to be made to the contractor, '

[ ]

© Avtachments
Co;.»les\oi' References (a) thru (£)

LO;EK j.:lla (13 April 1y5k)
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