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svam: | Lmteuh; euggested lines fc:;;;n

officiel statmta.

1. Cur representatives in the field have advised us that the
pecple of (ustamala epparently sccspted the premise thet the US has &
vital and over-riding interest in denying the USSR lodgment on Guate~
nalan soil. XIn lins with this premise it is requested thet you cone
sider suggesting to the Secretary of State or some other sppropriats
person of your selection, that a statemsnt be Sssued at & propitious .
niment to the effoot that the US 1s, as & matter of cowrse, taking @
sympathetic and sctive interest 4n the courageons efforts of sll _
Cugtemglans from &1l walks of life to ward off Communist attespts ¢o
destroy the freedom sand Sndependence of Guatemals. Intheopinionofv
cur field personnel, such & statement would not be cametrued a3 uni~
loteral intervention in the domestic affeirs of Ouatemala, but rather -
would be scoepted as a corallary to the Secretary of State's statement
at Caracas that the domination of the politicsl institutime of any
American State ™would De & threat to the movereignty and independence .
of us 811, endangering the peace of Americs and calling for sppropriate
actlion in eccordance with existing treatics.* '

2. An official statement of the kind suggested above would be &
major conmtribution to the euccess of our miszeion, Tt would undoudtedly
stiffen the bascks of those politiczl elements which now sesa resigned to
Conramist ascendency, snd it would push off the fence certain 4ndividvals
who fesl that no enterprise of this kind can possibly succeed unless the
US puts the full weight of its moral and material power behind it.
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Hotes The substance of the foregoing paragraphs was recomended
by our operating personnel and 1 e= sending it on to you notwithstending
the faot that I am awere of certain plans and statements which you al-
ready have in mind, ineluding the proposed question-and-gnswer for the
Secratary 's uee at his next press conference, Y have seen considerable
ovidence during the past two daye to the effect that the Custemalan
rogime is making every effort to persusde the people of Guatemsla, and
partioularly influentisl anti-Communist circles, that the regime has
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nothing to fear from the United States or from ow sttempt to obtain
multilateral sction. This line of the regime is having ite impset
and strong enti-Cosmunists have bocome very -d4scouraged. HMoreover, it’

betwesn our view of the regine and our view of the Guatemalen pecple

a8 such. This wedge can &nd must bs driven more persuasively andm;e e

effectively.




