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Source has been engaged in Journalism and free—lance writing in Guatﬂmala for
many years,  He' took an activevpart in the overthrow of the Ubico government
at, period wag closely: aaaociated with most of the _Present adminis
' ¢ turced against the government when the Communists began to
‘is now a member of the opposition movement. : R

he goverume 5 againat the oppoaltion in January 195hv as
‘the revolutionary organ ization, but will have no laating effec
W whe opposition is crganized on esomething similar to. &’ cell
2ratem wheraby uo Person can kaow toc much. This is combined with tightly -~
defined. iines of . corpiand ard o detmiled plac for the rotation and substitution’
of leadership, The government ook iis January acticn on the basis of infor
vion it bought from o0 of ‘he opposition leaders for US$1=C thousand.' Thi
traltor wig ﬂuffiﬁ 41y higr-piaced %o know scme detaile of the plotting end
eral lesdeva, Lut Lor from enough to wreck the o*ganizat‘on
many pcfsafipl lzaders and so many’ alternate !
it will b2 almwa imposaihle for fhe sdminias tratlen o prnvlnt us Irom ove*-:
hruw,ng The gov riment when the tim: comes

Eaﬁh member of the- erol
uual,ztrue Communists in Guatemala;
'lﬂ *o* k{ow in: de allhtbe hab1+s
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- true of the large lendowmers vho deserve much of the blame for the présent situa<::
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once very friendly,-can do nothing to change the situation, since any back-
tracking now would mesn unbearable loss of "face". He can only try to main-
tain the present balance ag long as possible.

Our group feels +that Communist activity is becoming so serious that we must
move within a year. Otherwise the Communistg may be able to consolidate and
extend their influece through their control of labor unions, the land reform
organization, the radio, etc so that their ouster might be far more difficult,
As it 18 today (April 1954) only the leaders of the unions are Communist and
the Communiat Spokesmen among the Indians have no real following, who would
not turn readily to othera if the Communists wvere removed. The Communists do
have a fairly large supply of rifles, as well as a few machine guns, but
these arms would be totally ineffective against the army or even against g
determined civilian uprising,

Much of the strength of the Communists stems from the fact that it 18 at least
temporarily profitable to deal with the goverrment. Hence many individuals o
are cooperating who otherwise would oppose the Communists. This 1s mrticularly

tion. The opposition hes received no cooperation from this group. On’the con-
trary, we have documentary proofethat they are giving finencial support “to the © i

Communists. In late 1953 onme landowner offered the equivalent of Us$5 in o
response to a2 request for fundsvof d4n anti-Communigt newspaper. It wvas spurned.’irv'

This is the established policy of the'dpposition, and the landowners are well”
aware of it. ' Incidentally, the agrarian reform progrem has done much to . >
strengthen:the Guatemalan economy since it has led to the diversification of .
‘crops and gener: ‘increased production. It will uﬂdoubtqdly)be retained in
some form by a fi ure. goverament, - - o - FRER o

From the point of view of the Guatemalan opposition, UB policy, particularly
at'the Caracas Conference, has been helpful to the Communists and the Arbenz
government. It has had the effect of rallyilng support for the underdog. S
The US.shouil bear in mind that true diplomacy lies not in the obvious remark .
but in volcing kind compliments to the unattractive woman, R

-end- .
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