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1., We are forwerding berewith the ramuscript of an article "Progressive
Agrerian Reform in Guatemela®, both in ite inglish original and in a Spanish trans.
lation, Ve shall appreciete if you will check the translation for Mngulstic ace
curacy, especislly in the apnlication of the commmist party 1lingo = but aince
the article would be assumed to hev: been translated fram the Russian, scwe minor
mistakes would be virtuauy)imvitable (especially in the re-translation of the

2. As indicated in reference, we request that the Spanish text of vhis article
be inserted into & reprint of ths Spenish edition of the Cominform Journsl ("Fer
una Fez Dursders, pwunadmemmpamur")nhmhshouldothmiaebemmd
without changes, We suggest that you take the latest issue available (presumably the
Hay i or May 21 ismie) and have KURIOT print 500 copies, with subject article insertc:

3+ Thsee coples must peszh LINCOLA not later than Tuesday, 1 Juns - prefersbly
edready on Saturdey, 29 Hay . zo that we can dispatoh them in cue Uime for field
distribution. We appreciate thet tids puts & etrain uwpon XURIOT perecnnel but you
realice that we must raise the KUGUWN effort quickly in this last phase of cuy
project,

ks If comtrery to cur Gssumption, you camot obtain subject journal locally
so that you have to wait for us pouching you the copy which we sxpect to recelve from
L J plesse advise immediately by ceble.

WILLIAR Do PLEYSON

WiF/iFL/a
Attaciments
19 Hay 1951
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By A+ J. Beclskov |
TheauthorisanaxpertagrommistinthecentralSecreMtoftheGPBU‘aho
hasrecenﬂymﬂertakenadetanedstudyaftheagranmmvblminmm
and

of the tasks of the Guatemalan Labor Paxty in comnection with these

(

: Liquidation'orthefeudalestateaofthebiglandowmsandcfthe
‘ tions exploited by foreign capitalists has nowhere in Latin America made
guch impressive progress as in Guatemala, Main credit for this fast advancing
dberation of the tenant farmers end landless ferm workersy mostly Indiansy in
that amall Central American republic is due to the PGT which had placed elready
1n1952thedmmd£arafar-mehmgagrarzenrefomintothewcenwcf

| On June 15, 1952, st the sixth plenary session of the Gentral Gomdt o
of the Commnist Party of Guatemala, Comrade Jose Yarmel, Fortuny submitted &
report in which he emphasiszed: -

"0ur party must undertake the struggls for egrarian refomm &s soon
asmsﬂﬂemdmtcwmbatﬁemmthaumm;; to the
rich peasants; ths poor peasants and the medium peasanta, to zha‘ semie
enslaved mozos colonos, to the workers of the field, in order to
encowrege eotion £rom below which would lead to the epplication of a
bourgeols peasant sgvarien reforms « « + )

%The Political Committes decided on the creation of a growp of
-sgitators and propagandists who would go out into the comtrys
- éppropriately informed, for widch purpose a course in idoologics:

&nd practical preparation has been organized. This is the growp
't 18 to malntain the closest possible ties with the peasants

- and agricultural lsborers! organizations and, therefore, thig
task must be undertaken as rapidly and as carefully es poasible, -
It is necessary that the importance of this task be fully realized
to encourage intercst and recruits for'this brigade of publicisers
of the agrarian reform program, end that the demsnds of the peasants
and the agriculturel workers be encourageds® - o

Results Achieved in 3:_9_52 '

President Jacobo Arbens of Guatemals, in his report to the National
Gongress on March sty 195k, summerized the successes of the agrexian reform
law in the following termss A total of Luli,liS) hecteres has besn axprapriated
from private owners since the reform lew became effective as well as 154,259
heotares taken from foreign capitelist exploiters, especially from the o
UeSe United Frult Company and its subsidiaries. 247,833 hectares of land
have alresdy been distributed to 55,734 landless farmhands and poor peasantae




Furthemore gy national ferms had been turned into farming mmﬁvas totalling
- 64634 nenbm"s. ‘The government has also provided cash loans, lvestack pubsidies
- and free expert advice to the farmers who benefited by the sgrarisn reform.

President Arbens stated in his report wvith justifiable prids)

i¥he principal characteristic of the gpplication of ouwr agrarian program
i tmmmammmtmammmmm
hes produced tangible resulis in a short time « « o + The cultdvation
of the lands delivered to emall farmers and agricultursl workers and
the credits granted them to harvest their crops, have begun to £low into
the market in the form of & great production of articles which immediately
‘made certein items cheaper, and in the form of greater incones in currency
for the farmers thomselves ¢ a e o0

~ *We have informatdion that some emall landholders have had net profits
of over 1,000 quetisales during the first yesr of Agrerian reformy that

ia, after subtracting the total of thelr old emnual salaries
are faxrm familles who have acquired rediosy shoes, new alothing, &nd
even articles which up o now had been superflucus to them suchas =~
hﬁonsandperﬁmés&.ﬂh@earegroupsotmkmmbavem‘.

gasoline motor vehicles ¢ « o " : o ' . -

These rapid successes of our Guatemslan comyades in royi
remnants of foudsliem end in fighting against the intrusion of £0:
reglige that these comrades are our advance guad in Latin Amerita, Staug ddng
every does not relieve us of the duty to apply the eriteria of Ba
criticiem and selfwcriticien to their work, too. o

guccessor, the PG, placing the agrarien reform into the center of 318 entdve
efforts, was undoubtedly corrects The first phases of thet reform, expropris
ating the big land owners and the forelgn copitalists, also coirespond to

mmtcomaptaﬁbmthonghtheraiSQbﬂmﬂyeﬁnmmwhm
lettisﬁ-thehmdofbigmm,kulaksandmwm.f_ - S

Now, howevery govermment and congress of Guatemalsy sptly Yed by -
our comrades, are confronted with several momentous decisions, The first
¥ill have to be taken in the fleld of foreign trade: Guatemalan sgriculture
is compelled to produce largely for export (primerily coffee) in order to make
up for that countryls deficiency in industrial production, These exports .
gravely restrict Guatemala's true economlie as well as political freedom; as
dong as the largest part of them goes to the UsSeAe Isolated, little
Guatemala is no match for the imperislist glant of North Americat The only
practicsble solution is therefore close economic cooperation between thia
valiant Central American republic and the bloec of the Soviet Union and the
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people's democracies. Only if Guatemala's coffee and other export crops

have no longer to be marketed on the capitalistic markets of New York and
Chicago, but will be exchanged on a basis of equality with socialist countries,
will this external threat, this ever-present pressure from Wall Street recede
below ths danger point. S

The second decision concerns proper economic planning, The report of
President Arbenz, from which we have quoted above, indicates clearly that
Guatemalan planning thus far has hardly advanced beyond taking the land from
ihe big owners and parceling it out among the landless and the poor peasants,
An easily recognizable danger sign was mentioned already in Arbenz'! speech: -
the peasants who benefit from the distribution of land use their sudden
affluence to go on a wild buying spree for luxury goods s even including
perfums and automobiles, )

It should be obvious that the economy of Guatemala cannot support
such luxury consumption, If the workers and peasants of Guatemals want to
work towards liberation and soclalism, they must forego all consumption net
vitally essential to their lives and their work, Strict planning must
_Buppreas import of nonsessentisl consumers goods and restrict domestic proe-
duction of consumers goods.to the absolutely indispensable. Moreovery a
govermment which has truly the future of the worksrs and peasants at heart,
muat drain off the additional income derived from the expropriation of the
big land owners and the forelgn capitalists as well as from improved, mechaniszed
production methods and must channel these funds into increased production of
capital goods, more and better farm machinery, tractor factories, canneries
and other food processing plants, new highways, rallvoads, port and atrfield
facilities, and so forth. Unless the consumers' goods gestor is strictly end
effectively controlled and the capitel goods! basls adequately broadened, the
promising new start in Guatemala is soon going to placken and die down fop
lack of further impetus, :

Even more lmportant than these two questiona of export and planning
15 the fact that the present changeover from big estates to small individuval
farms and homestoads must be clearly and unequivocally recognized as & mere
transitional phase in the social revolution :which has started so ausploiously
in Guatemala, Even in Russia, with its strong historie traditions of communal
land ownership, land was first shared out indiseriminately in order to achieve
the great purposes of the October rsvolution, A few years later, the Soviet

and the Oentrel Committes of the Communist Party of tre ooy Union decided
therefore upon the collectivization of agriculture, upon the establishment of
ﬁcﬁw end state farms. The unprecented riss of Soviet econotty dates from

Cellective agriculture is even more urgently needed in Guatemala than
4% was in Russias the technological and geographic conditions make individual
farming most disadvantageous, the individualistic character of the people ree
' . ﬁne of cooperative work or collective farms ‘and
the external threat of imperialist interventlon makes a better centralized
soelal and political strusture equally indispensable,
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We have presented the above analysis to the delegates of the PGT
dwring a recent exchange of views, The fact that they agreed on the
baslc soundness of our arguments reflects the maturity of their lenipist
training and practices They explained that they had never doubted the
very temporary character of individual farm ownership but that they had
felt it tactically unwise to raise the concrete question of colleotive,
sociallzed farming before the present phase of the agrarian reform (for
which they atill depended largely upon cooperation of petty buurgeois and
liberal elements) had been complebed amd fully consolidated, T

The wealth of experience about socialist revelutions in agriculture
which we have gathered in the Soviet Union and in the countries of the
people's democracies will bemefit also our friends in Guatemala. It will
convince them =- and will help them in tarn to convince the workers and
peasants of their valiant countyy ~» that the movement which they started
with their agrarien reform must not be allowed to rest until its ultimate
purposey that is, a fully sodielized ngri kbure; has been achleved,,

buping o et cesga eLpion] form omarity w4 wrtristed
uying of unproductive goods, ino g luxury merchandlse, lasts, th

nare difficult will it be w'mm the ingrained Mividualim’and sense

of private property ameng the bemeficiaries of the agrarian reforms, This

phase must therefore be cut ehort,; 1f the future of the workers! and peas

sants! gtate in Guatemsls 13 not to be gravely imperiled. :

800 million men and women, living Withe benner of commmism in
many lande throughout Burope and Asia, look expectantly at the work of the
courageous agrarian plonsers in Guatemalay resdy to assist them with ede.
| erigl support in thelr dramatic




FROGRERISTA RiFORMA JORARIA 8 UATEHALA
Yor L. Je Zeelskov .
,(ﬁammmmemm@msmmwmmsm
he emprendido recisviente un detallado estudio de los problemas agrarice
en Gustemala y de lan taress del Partido leborists Custezalteco en relacién
con estos problemsa, )

En ningdn otro luger de latino Amfrics ha logredo mds impresicnantes
que en Ouedemsla lac
tenientes y de las planteciones WWMMWt Greny porte
del crédito por el rdpido avencs liberedar de los arvendstorics y campesing
aarwiméaﬁerms(enwwwmm), en ests pequetis repibliea do 1s
- fmbrica Gentyel,hay quo atribuirsolo al P.G.7. por plentear en 1952 en ol mimso centro
de e progreme polftico le demsnds pare una roforma sgrsria.

En Junio 15, 1952, on la sexta sesiln plenarta ded Comitd Cemteed del Pavtide
Comulata do Custemolsy el Camoruda Josd Memuel Fortury scmstiS on informe en el cual
WMW MWWW“MW&QMMW
mmmmymmmmwamammm,
los campesinos ricos; a los omposings polres, & los sen svizados mozos coloncs,
ammma&ran@mW,mfmmwokmwwah
aplicaoifn de la reforma agraria b

”ﬂ%ﬁ%mm&&mmm&agzmy
pudleren ir por todo el pafs, sdecusdamente instrufdos, pere cuyo propletto
s¢ he orgenisado un curso de entrenssdento ideallgico y préctico, EHste es el
Wmhadsmmmnﬁamngmumm~~ 40
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efectuada y que las demsndas de los campesinos y trebejadores sean fomentadas

pora asi estimular el interds y el reclutamiento en esta brigada de propa-
- gandistas del programa de la reforma agraria.t

£l Fresidente Jacobg Arbans do Guatemalay en su informe sl Congreso Nacional en
mareo de 195k, resumd$ los mucescs de l1a ley do 1a reforms agraria en los sigulentos
términos: un totel ds Lhl,Lth heotdreas hen sido expropisdss a propistarics privados
desde que la ley de la refoyma se hino efectiva, 83.dgual que 154,259 hectéress tomsdes
&8 los capitalistes explotedores axtranjevss, especieimente de 1a United Fruit Caspeny
¥y sua subsidierics de los EB.UU. 27,633 heotdreas de terreno han sido distrituides.
a 2555734 campesings que cavecien de tierre y cempesinos pobres, Mep adny Lh fincss
hmmcmm&m»mfm&ﬁwwauw«mwaé,ﬁhme
ewuawmw'mmm_mmmm'mummm,

&mmmmmm@mﬁmmamwmmmms
SLa &WWWG&@@
hmm&mammmmymmmmm
mmmmwmﬁmnu;mmﬁ&wdemmmm
@ los pequefics cenpasines y trabajadores y el arddito oborgade pava el cultivo
de les frutos cammdivon & fludicon e) meroado en la forma ds gran produccién de
- articulos los cuales irmediaténmte hicleron que oiertos productos bajaran de
preaio y en la forma da mayores ingresos en meneda corriente para los proplos
CAMPESinos « o o o
WWWMMQWWW@WWW&
:,mmwammanmmmu,m«
mﬂmumWMW, W:m&acamm




han ajonlrdido roilos, zapetos, ropes meves; y baste artioulos que hasts ahora
habian sido superflnos psre ellos, tales como lociones y porfumes. Algunog
gropos de trebeladores hen comprado vehfculos de motor o o o s

2 perieultura liberal o ; 360 Lol

Zgtos ripldos triunfos do ruestros camaradss sustemalteccs al destrdir los vestigios
del feudslismo y en lucher contre la intrusién de los capitalistes extrenjeros serd
splandida de tode vorszdn por los comundistes ¢n todos loe Jugares, quiecnes se dsn cuents
qe estos camaradss quicnse é&mﬂmm&wﬁﬁmmmmﬁm, ew‘t&nmm
bejo condicicmes particulsrmente eizi’icues ¥ peligrosss, Ente reconocimientoy pin- M,
mmsz'éslmwhcmmmmlimﬁcrimm%%ﬁﬁmmt&y

cmm propia tembidn para sus obyes.

Ls poldiics persepuida por el Fartido Comniste y por sus sucesoves, el YT,
manm&,amhrﬁam.mmmmdemmw,&é
~s:S.:aém;’laalmmmz*i:«aﬁm. mmmmumrmawawm
meammwmmwam,muﬁ@mrmmm |
ommmmmesmmmmmﬂm_, m :
do grandes hacendados, “kalaks" (ricos propietarics) y extranjeros.

Sotuslnento, sin embargos el goblemo y ¢l congreso de Oustemals, sabimente
Wﬁwmmawmwmmmmmmm
la primera serd tauada en el canpo del comercio extranjero? la agriculturs deo Guetemsla
es ve obligads & producir extensamente para ls exportecifn (primercrente cufé) pure asf
compenser 1a deficiencia en 1a produccién industrial, Bgtas axporteciones restringen
Wth&@WﬂMm&Wmﬂmm
gran parto do éstas vaysn a los EBUV, W,RMWmWW
con el glgents imperislists yanquis wmwmuﬁmamsnmwn
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strecha cocparsaién econfmica entre lo valiente refiSblica de le Amsrice sentrel ¥ el
grupo politice de la Unioty: Sovidtica y las democrocias populares. Si solsmente ol
café y otros productos do wxperbocidn do Guatemala no tuvieran que ser vendidos en los
mercedos capitelistes de New York y Chicsgo, y pudieran ger intercamtlados scive una
base de igualdad con los palses soolalistasy esta ammaze internz, esta presién alempre
ojercida por Wall Strest retyscedertn bajo el punto do peldgro,

la segunda decisiln conederns & vn adecusdo plencemiento econfmico. Bl informe

mwmmmm,axmmem@mm,m@ammwam&
W%Wae&%mﬁﬁmb&w&m@ow@mﬁamw&emﬂaﬂmm
M-&wmm-mmywmmwmammmm
yaiusqzem&aw Un #lgno de peligro follments reconooido fud menclienado
aneldh«mméakms s ctmpesinos que oo benaficiaran en la distwibucifn do la o
ﬁmmm&mmaﬂmnmommmnimmsdam
Haste pertimes 7 satembviles toctustio,

mammmnm‘m%mxammmwmw
84 1ca daebajads f.;:mmwmwmn
Lm0, dsben do remmoler & todo gasto qus 1o gea do vitel nscseldad
amw&mmh«wmm.ymﬁmkmmn&Mmam
articalos de consumo e lo sbgalutamente indispensabla, Sdemflo, un goblermo que e |
mmmammaommmmmsywmmumammm —
admwaha, derivades do 1a exproptecién de los grendss tervstenismtss y los capitalistes
mm,ammamﬁmmmmmammmm
wmw,amywwmmmaaMmumawm,m
amvmmmh shoracd Gy




5w
consunio sean estriclta y efectivemente contraladdé y la base de los preductos capitales
so amplie adecuadamente, el prometido mievo arranque en Juetemala pronto se debilitard
v moprird por falta de mes impulsos!

{Labranze Colectiva « 1a Unica Solueién

Més importante ain que estos dos asuntos de exportacidn y de plancamiento es el
mw@enwm&m&mymmmymmemsﬁnm
individuales y hogares debe:de ser clara e inequivocamente recumodida camo una mera
fese trazmitariaenlarewhménmiﬂqaammummmm
Guatemala, Mmmmmmmmmmauwm,h
‘tlerra fué prineranente éuipertids indistintanente pava consegulr 10s grandes
propésitos de la Revolucdén de Octubre, Algunos afios més taxds, 1os soviéticos
WimwhmmdmmswmmcMWyd
Somit4 oenualaalramdocmmuaau Waamwum
ummmmmmm,wammmﬂmmmymm |
coleotivas, mmmmauwmﬁmma@mm

magwmewimwmmtmmm%mmwhm’
1o fué en Rusias mcmmsmmymmmmwm
hmrmmm,__a.mmmwmmanmmhmm_
benéfioca del trabajo colectivo en las fincas oolectives; v 1a amensge externa de 1a
intervenolén imperialista hace lgnalmente indispenseble ' '
lizada polftica y soclalmentes B

Nosotros presentamos este anflisis alosdelegadoa del POT dursmte una reciente
conferencis. mmm@menmamﬁmdemwdommmw
mmgaum@mmymmmmwmmm-
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hen dudadd mancs del cardcter temporerc de les propledades individusles, .oro gue habfan
conniderado téoticamente imprudente el presentar concretimente el as.nto de la colecti-
vidad, la labrensa gociclizada, antes de que 12 actnal fase de 13 reforma agravia (en la

cual sin ge depende largamsnte de los molestos burgusses y elsmentos liverales) hublera
sﬁotemﬁaypmmem L dads .

Lammes&demﬂmm eobre las revaluclones sooialistas en la agriculburs,
mmm@mmmmaum%ﬁ&nmydemmwmrwm
WWM:M%&&MMWM%&W. Ioswmmzéylm
Wamwamummjwmﬁy s d¢ eu valiente pafs -~ n0 se dobe
mmmdmcwemmmamamfma@mmmm
Jsgrarmmp&i&ﬁml, dso en, &mmwammmmsm@ socializadn,

Hientves meo dure 28 fase de los proplodedos individuales y la campra sin restriccifn
&WW&;@W@&&M(&WMW&MGLMW
serd ol conbatdr el inculoado individnslismo y el sentido de propledsd privada entre

ficiados por la reforma agrevia, Esta foss,por 1o tanto, debe do ser suprimida

1600 millomes de hoobres y mjeres viviendo bajo ol estendsrte counista en michas
tierras a trevés de Burops y Asis, miven expectativemente las obres do los valientes
pionsros agrarice en Gustemals, dos pora ayudarlos en su dreméfica lucha con

cmwymm'mmmmymmn




