. ﬂrat uhrted on the prepua.tion of a plan (or PBSUQCESS
'1t has begn £ully ncqxnised thax tha US woul.d be acmaa oi being the md,n apomo;'
o£ most ii not .n séﬁviﬁoa dl.:ectcd uxnhut tho Arbcns rpgime w:&mn Mmantu
to this effect were lm:ludcd ln tho repcvrt on Stago 1 vrrltten in Decemhar 1953, !n a
pa.per wrltten in March 1954 and puaentod to tho Sectetary of Stata a.nd thnu have
baen numerous othat ox'al r:portu to the same eftect. Moreover u was pesumgd
that in an operation ot ﬂﬁs acope som ¢v£denco auppo:tlng tho acmaﬂm wouxd
mvoidahly be avaﬁable, Nmrthdeu 1t 'was concludod that then was Nfﬁchnt
lkelthood that no i:roﬁxtablo evidenco of . legal uture would be dilcovorod to
Justify the undemld.ng partleuhrly when the rlska were weighed agaim the
{mportance of the project,

. Acazeful revipw of all factors beariag on sesurity which have occurzed to
date indicates that so far the estimates have been accurate and that aecn_ﬂty has
been as well maintained in this project as could reagsonably be expected,
Consequently it is fatr to assume that no irrefutable e\;idcnce tying the pioject
to the US Govarnmex_xt is in the hands of the enemy. It would of course be as
impossible in this case as in all others to guarantee this last statement but it
can be agserted that the risks of US involvement today are not such as to warrant,
in our opinion, a termination or modification of the project on sscurity grounds,
if it {a otherwise desirable.

On the general question of US involvement It would seem that the following

-obaervatl.ons are appmpriato:

: a. Although & mumber of individuals in both the Nicaraguan and Honduran




‘!;Y

Govornhnta are nndoubtadly porﬂonally convincod that the US {s aponnorlng
.. thi oporauonmdnlthoughm Guatemalan regime may und probably does have
Me to this effect, plmsible denial by the US in rupon-o to any charges
could utmbe mctdud. This would be especially true if the Gummalan
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regime had been aifacﬁvely ovorthtown and its leaders scattered.
b, 'I‘here i not the snghtnt doubt that 4f the operation is carried

N e b

through many Laﬁn Amaricins wm see: in it the lu.nd of the US. Butitis
equally wue that they would see the hand of the US 1n any upds!ng whether
o or notisponaqrqd by the Uslﬂ particuhzly since the US has made it clear
in many overt iaia that it heartily disapproved of the Arbenz regime. In
short it might be laidthat the only way to iores@ auch a belief ia for the
US to make surethatthuuh no yevolution., . T ) o i
c. Assuming that in thig instance a decision is taken to terminate or
substantially modify the present project for security reasons or at least

on the grounds that the hand of the US is too clearly shown, a ietioul question

1s raised agto whether esdiet any operation of this kind can appropriately

be included as one of the US cold war weapona Ry Ml e /Lrw @wJ
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