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LAOS: Communist Deputy Prime Minister
Phoum| Vongvichit has been quite reasonable
in the wake of Prime Minister Souvanna's
departure from Laos. Phoumi's aftitude is

gned to allay app k of a Pathet

Lao r grab during Souvanna's absence.
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FAR EAST

Pathet Lao Leader Cooperative
During Souvanna’s Recuperation

Communist Deputy Prime Minister
Phoumi Vongvichit has been quite
reasonable in the wake of Prime Minister
Souvanna's departure from Laos,
Phoumi's attitude, which is almost cer.
tainly designed to allay non-communist
and Western apprehensions of a Pathet
Lao power grab during Souvanna's

absence, has been apparent in meetings of
the coalition cabinet ourmi_1ook credit for the rfecen
[

T Pathet Lao initiative to exchange prisoners

of war, claiming he himself had issued in-
structions that all prisoners of both sides
should be released, including American
pilot Emmet Kay.

Phoumi also said he urged the chiel
communist representative on the
coalition's joint commission to get mov-
ing on impl ing other provisions of
the 1973 accords, such as the question of
missing persons and the delineation of
cease-fire lines.

An he han before, Phoumi raived an
aturm about rightist coup plotting, He
acknowlodged, however, that the al.
mosphere wus far belter now ,
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