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géorientation of French Space
Poliecy: i\ | Lo
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,’|ﬁg8udgetary+constraints have
forced French'space officlals to
shift awdy from basic research

" .'toward applied R&D and technical

innovation. One immediate result

_wgll:prqbébly be to keep space

cooperation with the Soviet Union
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'Reorientation ! of Fr pace Policy
N A I B P ] . i :
Tﬂeﬁ?rénchﬁspace;éffoét, as well as the entire
field 'of scientific research in France, is shifting
away from basic research toward applied R&D and tech-
nical innovation. Science Minister Robert Galley has
"implied that the scientific community must start paying
its way.by,bringing:gfeater economic, industrial, and
political benefits to) the |nation. The National Center
for Space Studies (CNES), he said, must give up "its .
scientific dream" and|devote itself to telecommunica=- -
tions |satellites and.larg? launchers. :
S R A . ' i :
i’ Réﬁ;ectind‘this new policy, the government in Feb-
ruary |announced the cancellation.of the French-Soviet '
satellite project Roseau.} Although politically moti-
vated; jthe project had the strong support and interest
of scientists|around the world as a junique and valuable
1nVesﬁg§atioanﬁ:theﬁterrgstrial-environment utilizing
_ an on<board computer. to control the jexperiments.
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