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Soviet GNP Data: Still Inadequate )

The Soviet Union is beginning to use GNP da
measure performance, and make policy

to overstate real growth, however,
changes in prices. ]

Adoption of GNP as Performance
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has used the Marxist concept of net materi
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the West. Moreover,
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ta to formulate its economic plans,
decisions. The official GNP data continue
because they do not adequately account for

Measure. CIA has independently estimated
Soviet statistical agency, Goskomstat,
ial product as a summary measure of

comprehensive GNP measure used in

the growth rates published by Goskomstat overstate actual
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of the faults
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CIA Data as the Standard, CIA es

Soviet specialists as the standard i

Zoteyev, a deputy chairman of the
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American Economic Association,
Goskomstat data and used the de;
performance.

Improvements Promised but Not
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ed, especially those
verify, however, since Goskomstat
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its' current procedures. In addition,
that the gap between Soviet and C

between the estimates of net mate
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Delivered. The.new chairman of Goskomstat,
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ting for price change.[
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Annual data for 1980-88, for instance, show almost no price change, despite
evidence that inflation in the USSR is substantial. In Goskomstat’s report on
economic performance in 1989, real GNP growth was reported as 3 percent—an
implausibly high rate of growth for an economy that has been described as in “cri-
sis.” CIA estimates indicate that the Soviet economy. grew by less than 1.5 percent
last year and imperceptibly on a per capita basis.




