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The Greek Crisis.

: The fats of Greece may be decided within the nest few months,
i not weeks, Militarily, a demoralised, under-¢quipped army is los-

ing ground to guerrilla forces backed by the Soviets and their eatallites, -

Politically, a compromise government of Rightists, through inefiiclency
~ and political narrowness, is losing what liftle popular confidence it once
poasessed. Eeonomicauy, a country wareconsiructed from the devasta-
~ tions of war, s losing its fight ogainst s&mﬂon, inflation, and internal

and exﬁernal debe. ' -

Stuce the Uberation, two factors have saved Greece from relent-
leas attempts by the USSR, through its satellites and local Communist
. elements, to dominate the comtry (1) The preseance of Brmsh troops;
* and (2) loans, including UNRRA ald, from the US and the UK. 'Now, in
the face of an all-out Soviet effort to capitalize on the cment crﬁsis
British troops: (except for a small token forcs) are betag wi

and the US and the UK are finding it increasizgly difftcult to obtain momej& N

to bolster Greece's economy, Because of the UK's own ﬁnancial straws
ecomomic aid: fxom that source may ‘cease eompletely. '

- Alone, Greeee cannot save ttself Mﬂiﬁarﬂy, the country needs
aid in the form of equipment aad traming Politically, Greece’s dishard
politicians need to be convinced of the necessity of a housecleaning, and
the prostrate Center, which traditiomally includes the majority of the
population, requires bolstering Economically, it needs gifts or loass
of commodities, food, foreign exchange, and gold to check mﬂaﬁoa. of
these needs, the economic are the most vital,

If Greece withstands Soviet pressure durtug the next few months,

and can contain the guerrillas, the Center, which 18 ineffectual at the
moment, may become sufficiently aroused by the increasing atrociites .
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of the Leftists and the continued bungling of the Rightisis to reorganize
itself and to take control of the Government, excluding both the Right
and the Left, Such a move might be led by the moderate Sophouus or
the old repubhcan Plastiras.

Without immediate economie atd, however, there would appear
to be imminent danger that the Soviet-dominated Leﬁ will sefzs control
of the country, which would result in the loss of Greece as a democracy
of the Western type.




