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Thirty-five writers and leaders of. the
Canti-war and protest movements—inelied-
Iig fowr inen indicied  Jor connseling
Cdraft refusul—have sent @ letter -to the
Soviel government protesting the recent
_trial and failing of four young Sovicl
writers, Among the signatories of the
Cprotest are Yale  University Chaplain,
CWilliam Sloane Coffin, Harvard Gradus!
~ate Sundent and anti-draft leader Michael
“Cerber, anthor Mitchell’ Goodman, and!
Ingstitute for Policy Studies _co-director. |
arcis Baski, all of whom have been
- .
Cindicted By T Federal Governinent for
" their urging young men’ o - refuse’ to’
fight in the Vietnam war, :

i The complete text of the protest letter,
Cand full list of signatories, are as follows:

" Mr. Leonid 1, Brezhnev . .

y lirst Secretary e o
Comnuist Party of. the Soviet Union
Maoscorw, USSH '

Dear Mr. Brezhney: ' :
" The recent trial, conviction; and subses
quent  sentencing of  Yuri Galanskov,
Aleksandr  Ginzburg, Alcksei Dobrovol-
sky, and Vera Luashkova on charges of
“*anti-Soviet agitation™ is a matter of
£rave Concern to us. o
i The prolonged inearceration of “the
defendants without trial; the arbitrary
exclusion of the public from an allegedly
.open trial, the atmosphere in the court-
room, and the conduct of the trial itself;
the severity of the sentences; and the
“complete lack of coverage from the, -
Sovier press—-afl ‘are grim reminders of
“another era’ in Soviet history, a period
which we hope your regime has no intene
tion ‘of reviving. - Lo
Mr. Secrctary, we who sign this pro-.
test urge you to reopen this case o i
public and impartial trial, While all of !
us are on public record as sharing your
opposition to the US militacy: interven- -
tion in Victoam, we cannot condone the '
“trial of the four defenduiits in Moscow. -
“Whatevey the merits of the case, are
these Tour not entitled to an open and
fuir teial under rights guarantecd by the
Sovict Constitution?
*"To reopen this case. would be both a
statesmantike gesture and a hopeful indi- -
~cation of the dircction of Soviet society.
With due respect, Mr, Sceretiry, we
are, : .
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